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Moto-Lita Inc 
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Since 1957 Moto-Lita steer 


her. Our wheels fit most. езе cars, sport trucks, custonvkit cars 


way to individualize your 


The addition of a quality steering wheel is a quick & 
vehicle. With over 40 classic & modern styles in stock. wheel to fit your car! 
Moto-Lita wheels have been the choice of such elite automotive legends as А.С. Cars, 


errari (C. K.). Ford Motor Co, Jaguar, Lola, Lotus, MG, 


Aston-Martin, Caterham, Excalibui 
Saab, Shelby Mu: Toyota & Triumph 


Morgan, Penske, Rolls-Royce, Rover, 


Е.Н.А., Hi-Tech, Integrity/KVA, Everett Morrison, Midstates, ReMarque, Lone Star, Component 
Craft, Excalibur, Southern Roadcraft, Predator Performance, Heritage А & F, Butler Racing, Beck 
Development, Maine-ly Classics, Rotus, Blue Ray Engineering etc. buy from us-why don't you? 


Moto-Lita & Brooklands team up to provide an unbeatable product 503 Corporate Square 
knowledge and low prices. One phone call gives you. ovi 1500 N.W. 62nd Street 


ent steering wheels or 2000 parts for your import or kit car. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 
Tel (305) 776 - 2748 


* Over 2000 items for your import /kit car 


* New 40 page brochure 
* Lowest price guarantee 

+ Knowledgable staff 
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* Over 110 Cobra items 
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Snake Bite Kit. 
Once you've been bitten by a Contemporary Cobra 
Replica, be it the 427 SC Cobra Roadster or the exciting, 


new Daytona Coupe, you'll know why Contemporary 
Classic is the industry leader, worldwide. 


Craftsmanship: Authentic design features. 
All original specs. 


Engineering: Exacting tolerance for ease of 
assembly. 


Experience: Contemporary is the world's largest 
Cobra replica and accessories manufacturer 


Quality: The finest materials and component 
package variations. 


Performance: 1.0+G skid pad performance 
: a ance a 
à supple, smooth ride. : 5% 


For a detailed brochure, plus a listing 
parts and accessories, call your пе 
below) or send $5.00 to: 


Contemporary Classic 
MOTOR CAR G ІКС. 


115 Hoyt Avenue, Mamaroneck, NY 105; 
, , NY 10543 
(914) 381-5678, Fax (914) 381-1 os 
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UP FRONT 


Shooting 
Your Best 
Foot Forward 


f you've been able to tear yourself away 

from headines about flesh-eating bacte- 

ria (itll probably be the next Beverly Hils 
diet craze) and alien U.S. Senators (what's 
the surprise”), you may have attended a 
kit car show lately (two of them are cov. 
ered in this issue). Well, | have a few 
thoughts on how various manufacturers 
present themselves at these events, and 
to the public in general. | recall one manu: 
facturer from England expressing surprise 
over the number of incomplete kits dis 
played. He said that this isn't seen at 
shows across the pond. I'm not convinced 
that he's right about 
never showing а par- 
tially completed vehi- 
cle (U.S. kit enthu: 
asts like to see what's 
underneath the fiber- 
glass), but, on the 
other hand, | do agree 
about the importance 
of a professional pre- 
sentation. | should 
emphasize that most 
U.S. kit manufacturers 
go to considerable effort to create an 
attractive display area, with a tent, carpet. 
ing, brochures, а custom trailer and the 
like, but others seem less concerned 
about their public image. 

Опе fellow in particular, who claims to 
have a fairly extensive line of kits, seemed 
unconcerned about the fiberglass dust 
caked in his hair and his greasy mechan- 
ic's coveralls. The engine bay of his 
"show" car didn't look any better. Dingy 
attire is understandable at a shop, but 
why look that way all weekend at a show? 
Td be nervous about how pristine my kit 
would turn out with "Pigpen" working on it 
He's probably stil wondering why he didn't 
sell any cars at the show. But he's only 
‘one of several people I've seen trying to 
pass themselves off as builders of exciu- 
sive motorcars, but who look like hay- 
seeds. Some try to sell their cars by park- 
ing them on the field surrounding the 
show, rather than having а booth inside 
the event. Others don't even bother to 
bring a vehicle and will try to pitch it from 
grainy, photocopied pictures. 

ts not only how you look, but also what 
you say that can form a positive or nega- 
tive impression. Гуе heard company reps 
launch into tirades about another compa- 
пу poor-quality products, without saying. 


а word about how good theirs are. Ог oth- 
ers ramble on with some of the most 
absurd statements, such as how the sus- 
Pension 15 supposed to break off at high 
speeds for safety's sake (huh? or that the 
fiberglass bodies on those original Cobras 
were not as good as those on their repli 
cas (what). | kid you not—these are actu 
al comments Гие heard from some kit car 
salespeople. 

Of course, you can go to the other 
extreme in putting on a pretty face—iter: 
aly. I've occasionally seen a bikiniclad 
model at a booth, but the gawking usually 
proves she's more of a distraction than ап 
attraction (now just exactly what was that 
company selling’). At a recent show, one 
new company had a nicely dressed model 
standing frozen in place for the entire 
event. There's no question that she 
enhanced the appearance of the display, 
but after seeing the same wooden smile 
and stited pose for three days, ! began to. 
feel a litle sorry for her. Wouldn't it have 
been better if she could have answered a 
few questions for potential customers? 

Speaking of mod- 
els and а company's 
image, | receive hun- 
dreds of press releas- 
es in the mail each 
week, many prepared 
by slick public rela 
tions firms, and oth- 
ers written in crayon, 
A few of the photos 
enclosed are pretty 
eye-opening, and 
entirely unsuitable for 
publication in a family magazine. And why 
бо some photographers feel the need to 
pose models caressing fiberglass body 
panels as if they were the fur of a pet cat? 
(Or perhaps some other object of affec- 
tion.) One snapshot in particular was 
unforgettable, with a model barely cov- 
ered by a minidress, and sprawled on the 
hood of a haltassembled Lambo replica 
parked in a mud puddle. The big, sily grin. 
оп her face was almost as ridiculous as 
the overflowing trash can next to the car. 
Just makes you want to mail a check right. 
away, doesn't i? 

My chiding is not meant to offend any- 
body, but to point out the value of putting. 
оп an image consistent with the kit a com- 
pany's trying to sell. The kit car market 
has been through some tough times in the 
last couple of years, both internally and as. 
а result of a down economy. We're start- 
ing to see some positive signs now, and. 
the last thing manufacturers and builders 
need to do is shoot themselves in the 
foot, whether they're wearing Gucci 
loafers or work boots. 
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Swirl & Haze 
Remover 


afe Cut is an easy-to-use 
rubbing formula for 

restoring the original shine 
and luster to paint finishes as 
well as polishing lexan and 
plexiglass. The ultra-fine 
abrasives in Safe 
Cut are ideal for 
removing haze and (аў > 
Scratches om [e 
both paint and Yo 
plastic items, giving Nf y 
them the optimum E 
brightness and shine. Is also 
great for removing 
waterspots and overspray. 

Professionals demand per- 
formance because their suc- 
cess depends on it. They rely 
оп The Wax Shop and so сап 
you. We're Performance 
Proven. 


You'll never find another 
wax like it. 
Trial sizes available for purchase in 


‘convenient 4 oz. containers. 
Call 1-800-323-9192 


Fora endure write lo 
PO. Box 10226 Dept. PET, St CA S3389 
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TRICK TRUCK KIT 


Your next kit car might be a 
truck. Maybe you've assumed that 
driving a specialty vehicle meant 
sacrificing convenience and func- 
tion for uniqueness and style. 
Forget it. That notion was put to 
rest when АМ Industries started 
applying kit car technology to 
trucks and sport utility vehicles. 
This '90 Blazer was the testbed 
for the Piccolo Truxarossa II fiber- — 
glass body-panel package, designed for '82- 
present Chevy S-10 Blazers. 

The Blazer kit is the third of four 
Truxarossa kits designed and developed by 
Jim Piccolo, vice president of АМ. The first 
was designed for the 82:93 Chevy S-10 
pickup, and was followed by an '86-'93 
Mazda truck package. The latest offering is 
for Nissan pickups. 

The basic Blazer package sells for $599 
and includes inner fenderwells, outer fend: 
ers, door skins, side skirts and a roll pan. A 
rear bumper cover, one-piece upper wing, 
threepiece lower wing, euro grille, bumper 
cover, air dam, cowl cover and hoodscoop 
are optional items, The cost for a complete 
package is around $1000. This Ferrarized 
truck may not be everybody's cup of tea (we 
can just imagine the comments at the local 


cowboy bar: “Hey, Clem, what the heck is 
баб”), but options allow you to customize 
your truck with your own combination of 
pieces. 

Depending on your skill level, installation of 
the Truxarossa package is about a three-day 
job. It’s a little more sophisticated than most 
simple "add-on" kits. The side panels feature 
channels that actually penetrate the body, 
requiring that a portion of the outer body pan- 
els be removed in order to install these new 
pieces. The package widens the Blazer 9 
inches in the rear, giving the vehicle a lower 
appearance, and requiring a potential change 
in wheel size and backspacing. A 10- or 12- 
inch wheel wil fil the wheelwell real well. For 
more information, contact AIM Industries, 
Dept. КСО9, 1525 W. 10th Place, Tempe, AZ 
85281, 602/829-6000.—Tim Bernsau 


LEGENDARY the new product. 
politely sat through the | 
technical presentations and 


PERFORMERS 


5 one of those press did our best to appear fas- 

cinated with the blocks and 

ward to. BFGoodrich, as part grooves of the new tread 
of a promotional campaign for pattern, but our throttle feet 


the company's new Radial Т 


ere getting itchy, because 


now in its fifth generation, the real treat was getting io 


invited a pack of journalists to drive the Legends race " я 
cars. Clothed with scale Тһе cockpit is a bare-bones 


fiberglass bodies inspired 
by '30s and '40s sedans 
driven by the likes of 
Fireball Roberts, these I 
buck pocketrockets 


racer, and the short-throw 
lever on the right shifts the 
motorcycle transmission with 
rapid-fire precision. 


Spec tires are BFGoodrich 


| powered by a 125hp Comp T/A HR4s, sized 

Yamaha motorcycle engine, 205/60R13. Speeds on the 

and their tube frame chas- Roebling road course easily 

- Sis, with a 73inch wheel- exceeded the century mark 

With а full-up weight of less than base, weigh less than 1500 and the short-wheelbase vehi- 
1500 pounds, a 125hp Yamaha pounds. Think of them as cles whipped through the chi- 
is plenty of power іп a mini-racer. go-karts for grown-ups. canes and hairpin turns like 


Formula racers. With a price 
of only $11,000 each, it's no 
surprise that these quick little 
cars are catching on in grass: 
roots motorsports. Designed 
by racer Elliott Forbes- 
Robinson, the Legends cars 
are manufactured by 600 
Racing Inc., Dept. КС09, 
5725-С Hwy. 29 N., 
Harrisburg, NC 28075, 


They may look small, but the Legends race cars pack a = 704/459-3696. 


king-size punch. 


FLASH! SHELBY 
REINTRODUCES 
427 COBRA 


In our previous issue, 
we ran а short item on 
Shelbys new Cobra, 
which has an updated 
body style and an upper- 
crust price of about 
$200,000. Well, he's got 
2 few more tricks up his 
Sleeve. As we were going 
to press, Don Landy, 
president of Shelby 
American, phoned to tell 
us plans are in the works 
to reintroduce a slightly- 
modified, lower-cost ver- 
sion of the original 427 
Cobra with—get this—a 
fiberglass body. Clearly 
aimed as a competitor to 
the — super-saturated 
Cobra replica market, 
this sub-560,000 turn- 
key car (a partially 
assembled kit hasn't 
been ruled out yet) will 
feature a number of 
other alterations as well 
Details are sketchy at 
this point, but the chas: 
sis will have a square- 
tube ladder frame 
{instead of round-tube) 
and live-axle rearend 
(rather than an indepen: 
dent rear suspension) 
Landy estimates the 
engine's output will be 
about 425hp and will 
meet current emissions 
standards, but he 
declined to reveal the 
manufacturer. The cockpit 
will be enlarged, too, for 
improved creature com 
forts. Ben Vanderlinden, 
who has worked on 
Shelby s CanAm cars and 
designed the rotary. 

ered Maxton Rollerskate 
kit car, will be responsible 
for engineering the n. 

Cobra. A production run 
of 200 cars is scheduled 
with the first one rolling 
out by the end of t 

year. When asked about 
the intent of this new 
Cobra relative to the repli 
ca market. Landy 


nally built it 
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FIERO PHIL 


Fiero fans feel 
пе 
fact. You 
up the Fiero 


KILLER 
SAMURAI 


15 your Samurai В 
warrior feeling a little в 
weak in the knees? 
Aren't they all, actu: 
ally? Well, not quite, i 
you take a look at one 
of Suzuki Lightning 
Conversions’ V8—yes, V8—powered sportutility vehicles. 
That's roughly five times more power than the stock 60hp 
1.3-йег hamster wheel, depending on the lump you install. 
Either a Ford or Chevy small-block wil fit after widening the 
fenders, but а frame extension is strongly recommender 
Acceleration from O-GOmph is touted to be less than 5 
seconds. (What a way to embarrass a Cobra replica!) If 


has access to m 
info than increased 
mand for е (and hi 
‘ous р si ground effects, 
stery packages and performa 
opened up a new internation 
(714/9783132) in Апаһет, California. He also 
an informati ine for the thousan 
bers. We stopped by at the opening ге 
away impressed with not only his fund of Fier 
the fastidious facility. If yo 


you're interested in creating your own muscle-beach buggy, 
Contact Lightning Conversions at 813/963-7278. 
Having done the опсеоуег, 


RAISIN RUN 
vH off down one of those long, straight с ral sly as if t was glued to 
Imagine Sk Cobras in а row roaring try roads. The land here 5 lat and hot andthe pavement. We pitied the р 
down a country road so fast that theyre а — stretched thin, so we hicles with trailers in tow that у 
e cee of blur to the farmers working need to hold back. Many tim tried to stay with us on the open stretches 
the edge of the fields. It was a glorious course of owning a Cobra you of Route 41. It's reputed to be one of 
blue spring morning in the Central Valey of yourself and know thi o d 


nass air fe 
computer system for 
greater fuelleconomy 


Dual-oxygen sensors 
for maintaining proper 


performance accessori 


s what having a California’ for sports car driv- e ТАПА БАП 
Calfornia, and we had а total of 3500hp Сор es When th Sports car driv rivability and fu 
on tap for the first Raisin Run from Fresno gap he means, times when the tire BA. economy. 
ied Сое осі. Геле is fu ips the back of s and fil up for е; > i Compatibility with 
rest replicas, was racer Dek Sat ап 10, aa hair and tugs at every corner of your buy a Cobra for fuel efficient ГІ ^ factory emission equip- 
amed the tl of menen chen Wi и ing ment and Ford SVO. 
ЕН 


іп 1966 and holds the speed record of R а 
198mph in his #198 Cobra roadster (CSX B Pocher ene MN ах No 530 
3035). We first met at his home on eese TI 


Ford SVO introduc Many kits available: 


Saturday morning, and looked over each Wherever we stopped, a crowd management! From complete harness 
others’ cars. In addtion to Dick's original PÆ МА», (you don't Cobra onspicuou for the|GT-40 and assemblies to individu: 
Cobra, the replica lineup included three. 8 ness). But the oceanfront was our destina perfect for street\rod: parts and accessories - 
Contemporary Classics (owned by Lewis tion. Smith led on in a breathtaking dash engine conversions: With complete instructi 
Downs, nue (Beton and Mke Quero) through the coastal hils, After droppng S P 

an AmtzButler (Norm and Bilie Jones) а W а E down over to the cooler ide, w y а : a Tec! а 43: 
mast Coast Cobra (Robbie and Ма Dick Smith, who holds the top speed headed on over to the All American Gril, a For details and dealers nearest you, call our today: (313) 337-13. 


Robinson) and an NAF Cobra (Кап and жаз the Втр in а Cobra roadster, 
8 what slower Raisin Run. DU 


ightful lunch spot in 


which has 8 z 5% dan Fink 
оп dsplay some of the : g Huntington Beach 
cars it spa 7 > 2 5 
On the way back, some г i В e 
cars peeled off the formation TN 
with a fanfare of horns to 
head south, and the rest of 
Us rolled into Fresno by early 
evening. Touring has its 
advantages: it's not too 
expensive, it's easier on the 
car than running a racetrack, 
and it's a chance to mingle 
with other Cobra foks. Will 
Dick do it again? You bet. 
Look for Raisin Run ІІ next 
Spring (phone 209/275- 


ғу 


Roy Brizio 
San Francisco, CA 


To order your Ford 
ә Motorsport Equipment 
catalog, send $5.00 in | 
funds to: P.S. Abrams. 
Dept. SC. PO. Box 38. 
Cobra Kit Car тоу, M1 48099 


Step-by-step manual helps 
you install Ford's Engine 
‘Management Harness: ox 
Just $5.00 8.1207 1.81 

P.S. Abrams, Dept. EMH, 

P.O. Box 38, Troy, MI 48099 


for more informa- 
tion).— Terry Peterson 


PHOTOGRAPHY: TERRY PETERSON: 


CLASSIC COMMENTS 


1 recently visited a friend of mine who 
had built a Sebring 5000 from a ki pur 
chased from Classic Roadsters, Ltd. Му 
friend told me that CRL had filed for 
bankruptcy. While there are many fine kit 
cars that one can build, my interest is 
only in the Sebring 5000. Is Classic 
Roadsters, Ltd. going to reorganize and 
continue to market the Sebring 5000? 

Steve LaRue 
Garner, NC 


(We asked for a response from Gary 
Rutherford, who heads up а new firm, 
Classic Roadsters (no Ltd.) a division of 
Leisure Industries (800/373-9000). The 
following is a portion of his answer. We 
hope to visit the newly reorganized facility 
in the coming months and let readers 
know how things are going. Editor) 


1 appreciate your interest in the 
Sebring 5000. When | was getting my 
engineering degree during the years 
1965 to '70, | wanted a Big Healey, but 
just did not have the bucks. So as soon 
as Classic Roadsters, Ltd. could afford 
the engineering, we started the Sebring 
project, which proved to be a big suc. 
cess. | later sold Classic Roadsters, Ltd. 
to Jeff Davis of Miami, Florida, on May 
17, 1991. Unfortunately, he ran the com- 
pany into bankruptcy within two years. 
Nevertheless, | received the remaining 
assets back in February 1993, and am 
happy to tell you that we have been deliv 
ering Sebrings and Cobra replicas for 
some time. 

Gary J. Rutherford, President 
Classic Roadsters 


ACROSS THE POND 


Would it be possible, by way of your 
magazine, to establish links between our- 
selves and any stateside kit car clubs? 
Our own club, Cleveland Kitcar 6 
Specials Owners Club, has some 60 
members, and our cars are as diverse 25 
beach buggies, '30s-style English road. 
sters, Novas (Sterlings), Adams 
Rotraxes, mobile caravans, off-roaders 
and so forth. We would like to corre. 
pond with ош colonial brethren” on а 
asis, and would be delighted 
send photographs and videos oi ht car 


John R 
Cleveland Kitcar & Specials МОЛ бес, 


Redcar 
Cleveland, 510197 


England. 


MAILBOX 


We regularly receive club newsletters 
which are exchanged among the various 
clubs here in the states. Perhaps some 
of these Yanks will write to you and do 
the same. 


BUDDING DESIGNER 
Here are a few ideas | have been work 
ing on this month. Perhaps other readers. 


Tigres] 


pec „Ж 02) 
will send in their designs, too, so that 
they can be featured in а regular column. 
The Tigress is a body that could fit on 
any Cobra chassis, preferably a VSE 
Cobra chassis from Herb Adams. With 
this design, | wanted to convey “muscle 
with grace,” and it has been influenced 
by ic inch 
lags, 250 Testarossas and, of 

ACs, but without attempting to look ike 


Statement using the Fiero's 
(instead SUSng the Fiero's proportions 


Tent Indy cars. | wanted to make a mini 
mal sports car with hot rod appeals тт 


Ben Kern 
Waldo, OH 


Your concepts show 2 lot of promise, 
and we wouldn't be surprised to hear 
more about your work in the future. We'g 
like to see some designs from other 
readers, 100. 


BARGAIN DEALS 


1 have found your Kit Car magazine 
quite interesting; however, | was under 
the impression that kit cars were brought 
out for lowincome folks. K seems that kit 
cars now are only for the rich. I have not 
seen one kit car that is under $5000. 
What ever became of the people's car? 

Derrick Arnold 
Apsley, Ontario, Canada 


Good question. We've tried to answer 
that in this issue's feature on the Riot, a 
relatively inexpensive, VW-based kit that’s 
on the horizon. Nevertheless, due to 
inflation, as well as the comparatively 
small size of the kit market, prices have 
inevitably risen, so that a truly cheap kit 
is just that—cheap—and a lot of people 
don't like to be seen driving a substan- 
dard product. 


COBRA CRAZY 


As a subscriber to your magazine, Im 
concerned about the apparent lack of 
Cobra articles in your May issue! realize 
you've taken some heat from some read- 
ers who think just the opposite. But | 
believe you would be blown away by the 
increase in readers if you dedicated 
everything to the Cobra. | enjoy just look- 
ing at pictures of Cobras! 

Lee Schmid 
West Lafayette, IN 


We can hear the collective groans of 
thousands of readers who are sick of 
snakes. And we can also hear the cheers 
of encouragement from all the Cobra 
fans for your proposal. We will always 
have something on Cobras in every 
issue, and we hope readers who cant 
stand them will simply avert their eyeS 
from those pages and concentrate on all 
the other cars we cover as well 


Lo Қ; тр 


Owners: Trudy and Ken Dinnhaupt 
RR#1, Box 1360, Windfall Road 


ALL THE PARTS 


KEN’S SPECIALTY AUTO 


Now the complete li 
offiliate, Europa, 


Look to us for specialty mecha 


jailable to you. 
j, elec 


enjoy prompt, friendly service. 


Shown here is just a small selection from ou 
з a call today to order, or to get your 


Roller gas cap w/edoper & hordware...!156.00 
Wind windows (plastic) 107.50 
Wind windows (glass) 
Sunvisors (colors avail.) 
Front nudge bars (SS) . 


Chrome-on-brass plate light 
Chrome-on brass racing mirror. 
Spun alloy racing mirror 
per original style 
Locas switches for. 
PRS7 wiper switches 


Orig. base wiper switches 
Wiper kits, complete w/orms/blade 
Headlight units, complete pair w/rims.. 


of top-quality auto parts from our British 


Cobra, kit, classic and custom car enthusiasts and shops. You'll 


Utica, New York 13502 
Phone (315) 793-0639 
Fax (315) 793-9328 


ALL THE QUALITY 
ALL THE TIME 


4 and trim parts for 


wr broad product range. 
‘complete parts catalog 


Hach! 
We NOW cary 
Sidepipes. headers 
and other parts for 


Original reproduction parts available, including foot boxes, hand 
brake, dashboard, stee: column, steering brackets, et al. 


ORDER NOW! 


KSA stocks parts for 


Classic Roadsters 
Cobras... 
Sidepipes, headers, 
radiators, battery tray 

hold-down, wiring 
harness replacement, 
rollbar, seat tracks, door 
panels, custom tilt steering 
column, much more. Call 


wi 


for details. 
KSA AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS: 
Bethania Garage Hi-Tech Motorsports 
5375 Bethania Rd., P.O. 99 50 2204 West Southern Avenue 
Bethania, NC 27010. Tempe, AZ 85282 
(800) 688-9652 toll-free (602) 431-9400 
(910) 922-3018 in Nc. (602) 431-6944 Fax 
(910) 924-8293 Fax NETTE 


Come by our booth at the Charlotte AutoFoir, Knotts Berry Form Show, Saturday & Sunday, 
ЛО atthe Chote Mater Speedy April 23-24, in Buena Pork, California. 


ENGINE GUIDE By Brent Ross 


iding a kit car requires many deci- 
В which kit to buy, choosing 
paint or gelcoat finish, big bock ог 
small-block, volt meter or amp meter— 
the decisions never stop. And when the 
time finally comes to cap off the суй 
ders, kit car builders are faced with 
another set of questions: should they 
install stock heads, have the heads 
ported (and to what degree) or bolt on 
alknew aftermarket heads? Those are 
good questions, but unfortunately there 
is not just one answer. The solutions will 
vary depending on how you plan to use 
the car, your budget, and the model and 
condition of the current heads. Also, a kit 
car has one big advantage that should 
be kept in mind when deciding how much 
power is enough: light weight. Most kit 
cars have an inherently high power-to 
weight ratio, so they can get away with а 
more conservative engine than can, say, 
3600 pound Chevelle. 

Because the cylinder heads open or 
Shut the door to hidden power, it is cru- 
cial that they be tailored to meet specific 
needs. The heads also must work in con 
cert with other key components in the 
engine such as the camshaft, intake 
manifold and fuel-delivery system. The 
biggest, baddest ports in the world will 
produce dismal results if they're mated 
to a torquebiased intake manifold and 
mild cam. The opposite is also true: A 
cam with truly impressive lobes will be 
hampered by a set of stock heads, With 
those thoughts in mind, let's explore 
Some of the options availabe. 


Points On Porting 


are cracked, you are basic 

are cracked, y ally in the 
Often, repai 
@s much as purchasing new aftermarket 
highperformance units, This is especially 
(ше if you add in the cost of having 
threadiin rocker-arm studs installed te 
replace the cheesy pressin stock units, 
For example, a set of GM smakblock Sk 
heads from Dart runs about S600 ang 
Quitiow the О,Е.М. units. Likewise, the 


1980 and later make Poor candid: 

for anything other than a light mee 

because their thin. port walls can't be. 
— KIT CAR. 


ned up without cracking. If you have 

these thi wall heads and desire top 
flow, you'll have to look for an early 
head, an aftermarket or a factory рег 
formance head such as the GM Bow-Tie. 

Assuming that the O.E.M. heads are 
in top condition, the good news is th 
most smal-blocks can expect about а 
25hp increase from nothing more than 
a light clean-up of the ports. This work 
typically costs a 100. The gains 
are not enough to warrant tearing down 
а running car to have (һе ports 
cleaned, but having it done while the 
engine is on the bench during the build. 
up stage makes a lot of sense 
Furthermore, the advantages of a рег. 
formance three-angle valve job should 
never be overlooked. The three-angle 
cut improves flow at any amount of lift 
and effectively increases the diameter 
of the valve by recessing it into the 
head. Prices for this work vary greatly, 
but look for between $100 and $200. 
Installing larger valves generally costs 
about the same, plus the cost of the 
valves and related hardware. 

Performance head shops generally 
offer porting in various stages. We'll 
climb out on a limb and saw it off 
behind us and say that, generally, each 
stage is good for approximately a five- 
percent increase in flow, which buys 
about a 20-25hp gain from the heads, 
provided that you have the correct 
Combination of cams and so forth, 


The following is a breakdown of the 
various porting stages and what to 
expect from each, 


Stage I: Three-angle valve job, 
mild porting to deburr parts and 
remove casting flash. Blending of 
the bow! area is also done 


light polish. 


Stage Ill: All of | and Il, plus hea 

bowi work and polishing of the port 
runners, setting the seat.ring ratio 
and possibly installing larger 
valves. Stage Ill is a mild race 


Stage IV: This is typically full race 


porting and out of the scope of 
kit car applications. 


Bolt-On Alternatives 


Often, bolt-on performance heads 
from companies such as Edelbrock, 
Air Flow Research, Dart and Bow Tie 


provide better performance straight 
from the box than Stage ill ported 
0.Е.М. heads. (And if a butcher per. 
formed the port work, stock О.Е, M. 
heads will outperform the Stage Ili 


IRD 302 CYLINDER HEAD 
LAR VS. PERFORMANCE 


корун 
GM — waust 
MU пш ош 
тиис CSI — ET 508 ув 


ПОТ LL ee al 
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heads.) For example, Dart Sportsman 
heads retail for about $850 and per- 
form better than many Stage ПІ 
Ported O.E.M. heads costing $450, 
plus the original price of the heads. 
Aftermarket heads are often made of 
aluminum, which offers the advan- 
tages of lighter weight, better 
fepairability and better heat dissipa 
ion, allowing for more compression. 
This should give you an idea of the 
amount of head work—if any—that 
Would best suit your needs. However, 
remember that we're speaking in 
broad terms here and that pricing 
and quality of porting will vary. Also 
keep in mind that a flow bench is sim- 
Ply a tool; it measures dry air at a 
Constant state, not the flow of wet 
fuel mixture in an engine with continu: 
ally changing loads. The real test is 
putting the heads on your engine and 
running the саг. Ke 


* 


S100 Replica Kit in 1978. we never 
realized if would become one of the 
mos! popular kits ever produced 


Nol salisfied with our first success, 
we recently improved the car by 
adding exclusive new features по! 
available with other 85100 Replic 


* Rigid plexiglass side windows 
eliminating the flimsy side curtains 
of other kil tci ann іе 
ted Carpathian elm 
nd rubbed and finished 
with 28 coats of varnish 

* Authentic triple chrome-plated 
steel radiator shell, replacing the 
ABS plastic shell of the other 55100 
Replicas 

* Six inches of added legroom - with 
our adjustable seats, this feature 
provides driver comfort regardless 
of heigh 

* New simplified construction, 
omitting 50 steps required to build 
other 85100 Replicas. 

* All D.O.T. approved lighting, 


ie space. 
* Restyled rear deck, eliminating the 
boxy appearance of the other 55100 


Roplic 


simplified assembly. 


you' ve made 
one of the 
most sought 
after kit 
cars ever 
produced? 


You make 
it better. 


3 a d features 
j, of course, choose our XK120G Kit, which also has improve 
including rigid side windows, burl dash, roomy interior, authentic style and 


h SS100G and XK120C is built 
on a custom-engineered steel chassis. 
designed for easy bolting to your 
Ford Pinto or Mustang ЇЇ cunning 
gear 


Quality is what really counts! 
With over 25 years of fibergla 
knowledge behind us, we m 
the strictest quality control stan 
dards technology can provide. The 
body is manufactured with the finest 
materials available, using our exclu- 
sive custom compounding process. 
We invite you to visit our factory 
showroom - just 5 minutes from the 
Buffalo International Airport - to see 
the SS100G and XK120G Replicas. 
Тһе pictures are pretty, but a test 
drive is proof. For the full story, call, 
or mail the coupon for our full-color 
brochure, specifications and price list. 


ilable. 


Completed cars are also ау: 


Eagle Coach Work, Inc. 


200 Northland Avenee + Buffalo. New York zen 
1216) шам: 


Мате 


Street 


City — State. 
2. Home Phone. 
O2 00 for Full Color Brochure 
[1517.50 SS100G Assembly Manual 
[151750 XK120G Assembly Manual 
Payment enclosed [-] or 

Charge tomy C] Mastercard (Уа 
Acet a. 
Exp. Date 


Jom 


By Steve Temple 


K, your donor car is really buff 
now that it has a new body, but 
what about putting some real 
put b that s] too? Well, 
imaginary Fiber Glass (IFG) not on 
shown here, but can also help you 
build up the meat underneath. We 
should point out right from the get-go 
that ТЕО workout program is ovat, 
able for Fieros, Volkswagen Туре 1 
E n powerplants {the 
latter is actually the most popul: г) 
On the Fiero, that darling of the 
rebody set, we've Seen all sorts of 


d transplants for its 


arging, however, falls 
between. No, it doesn't 
end grunt of a 350 
eating or clutch slip- 
Problems. And a prop. 


somewhere in 
have the low. 
Chevy, but overh 
Page are rarely 


than fiddling 


eaders. Just pump 
up that puppy with a 
Garrett AirResearch 
turbo (or even two of 
"em, if you want the 
power to come on 


than you can say 
“Arnold Schwa 


one ferocious Fiero ti 
sand kicked in its face, 
How much more power 

expect? Generally, the forced-in 

humb is about a 
е in power for а turbi 
motor, but that can vai h 
the amount of boost, De 
whose VW drag motors 


e quarter- 
mile, the IFG turbos typically go out 
the door with about 8 pounds of boost 
(the wastegate can be set for more, 
but proceed at your own risk—see box 
on turbo tips). Available only for the 
140hp 2.8-liter V6 engine, IFG's sin- 
gle turbo ($2700) puts out a claimed 
190 hp, and the twin (priced at $3500) 
develops about 200 hp. (Turbo 
ists can arm their Fieros with a 320hp. 
unit that blasts out 20 pounds of. 
boost, but that's another st ) Even 
though the twins don't offer that 
much more output for their higher 
price tag, IFG says they spool up 
faster for better performance off the 
line. The size of the compressors also 
varies with the type of transmission, 
the automatic getting slightly smaller 
units for better throttle response 

Keep in mind that this sort of engine 
mod may not pass emissions testing in 
some states (if they have a visual 


IFG offers a new dash and center con. 
sole with its kit to create a luxo cockpit 
that's in keeping with the bodywork. 


inspection require 
sniffer should register the same at 
idle). If you li 
heard that 
save their old exhaust pipes an 
them back on to pass smog, but you 
didn’t hear that from us. 


a turbo Fie 


greedy, we opted for a twin-turbo 
setup, but the only one available had 
an intercooler on it. Jim Duke says 
the finned box is useful for running 
fere 


on the top end, but 
with low-end acceleration. Still, 
with an in 
breathing passages, plus extr 


tires and a balky manual shifter, we 
mustered a 0-60mph time of 5.9 sec- 
onds, more than 2 seconds quicker 
than а stock 84 V6 Fiero. Midrange 
numbers for 30-50 mph and 50-70 
mph were and 3.5 seconds, 
respectively. For the first few thou- 
е exhaust note is pretty 
е those compressors 
start singing, it's time to rock Т roll 
We'd probably be able to improve 
on those figures with an automatic 
transmission, slightly smaller meats 
and a lower rearend ratio, We also 
noticed that weather conditions can 
make a big difference in the turbos 
output, because the best times we 
recorded were on a cool, humid 
ing, while on a hot, dry day we 
ran as much as a second slower on 
the 0-60mph times. Overall, we're 
impressed with the gains in perfor- 
mance achieved for the dollar 
amount invested, but having flexed 
this Fiero’s muscles a bit, we're г 
to pump it up to $20 hp with 
pounds of boost. Like they say, no 


pain, no gain. 


епі е tailpipe 


е in such a locale, we've 
me turbo enthusiasts 
bolt 


But enough of all these claims of 
sed output—just how quick is 


0? Since we're a bit 


reooler clogging 


While the 
difference 
in output 
between the 
single 
(above) and 
twin turbo 
(left) is not 
large, the 
dual puffers 
furnish bet- 
ter response 
off the line. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVID FETHERSTON, STEVE TEMPLE & 
WESLEY ALLISON, РРС PHOTOGRAPHIC 


TURBO INSTALLATION 
AND MAINTENANCE 


Ве you start hooking up al that 
plumbing (figure on at least a week- 
ends worth of wrenching), there are 
several things that should be done to 
keep your engine from demolishing 
itself. Keep in mind that you're using 
the exhaust gases to spin a compres: 


To keep the turbos lubricated, a 
braided oil feed line must be 
hooked up to a T-fitiing added to 
the oil-sending unit (circle). 


The stock exhaust headers on pre- 
788 engines usually have excess 
metal in the passages that should 
be removed with a small die 
grinder. 


sor that markedly increases cylinder 
pressures which, in turn, add 
increased loads on the rings, безга 
ings, and lubrication and cooling sys- 
tems. So if your engine has 100,000 
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By Steve Temple 


K, your donor car is really buff 
now that it has а new body, but 
what about putting some real 

muscle under that skin, too? Well, 

Imaginary Fiber Glass (IFG) not only 

offers the plastic-fantastic panels 

shown here, but can also help you 
build up the meat underneath, We 
should point out right from the get-go 
that IFG's workout program is avail 
able for Fieros, Volkswagen Type I 
and Honda/Acura powerplants (the 
latter is actually the most popular) 
On the Fiero, that darling of the 
rebody set, we've seen all sorts of 
engine tweaks and transplants for its 
98-pound weakling of a powerplant, 
from new cams and headers (not 
enough) to a musclebound big-block 

ТУВ with a high-rise manifold (way too 

much). Turbocharging, however, falls 

somewhere in between. No, it doesnt 

have the low-end grunt of a 350 

Chevy, but overheating or clutch slip- 

page are rarely problems, And a prop- 


erly boosted windmill 

lot qui 
to get more 
than fiddling 


t pump 
up that puppy with a 
Garrett AirResearch 
turbo (or even two of 
em, if you want the 
power to come on 
quicker), and faster 
than you can say 
“Arnold Schwarz- 
enegger,” you've got 
ferocious Fiero that won't get 
sand kicked in its face. 

How much more power can you 
expect? Generally, the forced-induc- 
tion rule of thumb is about а 50-per 
cent increase in power for a turbo 
motor, but that can vary widely with 
the amount of boost. Developed b; 
Jim Duke, whose VW drag motors 


hold a record for the quarter- 
he ТЕС turbos typically go out 
oor with about 8 pounds of boost 
tegate can be set for more 


» tips). Available onl 
p 2.8-liter V6 engine, 


develops about 
sts can arm t| 
unit that blasts out 20 pounds 
boost, but that's another story.) Even 
though the twins don’t offer 
much more output for their higher 
price tag, IFG says they spool up. 
faster for better performance off the 
line. The size of the compri 
varies with the type of transm 
the automatic getting slightly smaller 
units for better throttle respons: 

Keep in mind that this sort of engine 
mod may not pass emissions testing in 
some states (if they have a visual- 


IFG offers a new dash and center con- 
sole with its kit to create a luxo cockpit 
that's in keeping with the bodywork. 


inspection requirement—the tailpipe 
sniffer should register the 

idle), If you live in such a locale, we've 
heard that some turbo enthusiasts 
save their old exhaust pipes and bolt 
them back on to pass smog, but you 
didn't hear that from us. 


same at 


But enough of all these claims of 


increased output—just how quick is 
a turbo Fiero? Since we're a bit 
greedy, we opted for a twin-turbo 
setup, but the only one available had 
an intercooler on it. Jim Duke says 
the finned box is useful for running 
on the top end, but it does interfere 
with low-end acceleration. Still, even 
with an intercooler clogging the 
breathing passages, plus extra-fat 


tires and a balky manual shifter, we 
mustered a 0-60mph time of 5.9 sec- 
onds, more than 2 seconds quicker. 
than а stock 84 V6 Fiero. Midrange 
numbers for 30-50 mph and 50-70 
mph were 2.5 and 3.5 seconds 
respectively. For the first few thou- 
sand rpm, the exhaust note is pretty 
puny, but once those compressors 
з time to rock n roll. 
obably be able to improve 
gures with an automatic 
sion, slightly smaller meats 
ег rearend ratio. We also 
at weather conditions can 
difference in the turbo's 
recorded were on a cool, humid 
morning, while on a hot, dry day we 
ran as much as a second slower on 
the 0-60mph times. Overall, we're 
impressed with the gains in perfor. 
mance achieved for the dollar 
amount invested, but having flexed 
this Fiero's muscles a bit, we're read: 
to pump it up to 320 hp with 
pounds of boost. Like they say, no 


start sing 
We'd р 
on tho 


noticed 
make a 
output, because the best times 


While the 
difference 
in output 
between the 
single 
[above] and 
twin turbo 
(left) is not 
large, the 
dual puffers. 
furnish bet- 
ter response 
off the line. 


ITOGRAPHY: DAVID FETHERSTON, STEVE TEMPLE & 
WESLEY ALLISON, PPG PHOTOGRAPHIC 


TURBO INSTALLATION 
AND MAINTENANCE 


efore you start hooking up ай that 

plumbing (igure on at least a week- 
епі worth of wrenching), there аге 
several things that should be done to 
keep your engine from demolishing 
itself, Keep in mind that you're using 
the exhaust gases to spin a compres- 


To keep the turbos lubricated, a 
braided oil feed line must be 
hooked up to а T-fitting added to 
the oil-sending unit (circle). 


Тһе stock exhaust һе: 
"88 engines usually have 
Be temoved y with. 


BODY BUILDING 


FOR THE FIERO 
REBODY FAN 


ASKING YOURSELF THESE 
QUESTIONS? 


+ Which rebody to buy? 

1 Go V have the experience? 
1 how long wil А realy take? 
1 can I be sure of the quality? 


LET US HELP YOU FIND 
THE ANSWERS ... 
FIERO PLUS s well-positioned 
аз tho distributor of the 


APUI 


TURBO INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE (сол) 


condition that will burn pistons. 
* Grind off excess metal and weld beads inside the exhaust headers to 
reduce restrictions in the air passages (this mod alone can add as much 
as 8 hp to a рге-88 stock engine; the '88 model usually doesn't need 


porting, but it's harder to install the turbo because you have to strip off 
the accessories on the front of the engine, which adds another half day rgo nter of ons 
oes right rection! 


* To avoid having to weld extra drain fittings into the ой pan, ІҒС recom- 
теп an electric oil-scavenge pump system ($150 option) that picks up 
ой from the turbo's drain and pumps it into the rear valve cover where it 
flows back into the pan. 


LET'S TALK. 
CALL US 


* Install an auxiliary fuel nozzle in the intake plenum, just ahead of the FOR 
throttle body, to add fuel enrichment under boost. HERO 
FANATIC: 


Note that turbocharging requires extra maintenance 
procedures, such as the following: 


* Add fuel-injector cleaner every 4000 miles to keep nozzles clean 
(remember the danger of a lean-out condition). 


* Change oil every 3000 miles, and use a high-quality synthetic lubricant. 
* Use octane booster in the fuel tank for a cleaner burn. 
* Even though the compressor jacket is water-cooled, after hard driving, 


. new and used 
Téplacement parts 

+ styling packages 

7 suspension systems. 

7 Lee Quad-4, Turbos 

7 eusiom wheels 
accessories and clothing. 
iterature 


wenaverrar @ 
ORDER NOW OUR BIGGER 


А 5-inch stretch іп the frame just 
behind the cockpit is required for 
the 25th Anniversary Replica. 


Tubular-steel reinforcements in the 
door and backing plates for the [^ 
hinges ensure a smooth-functioning | 
mechanism. 


allow the engine to idle for а while to prevent the turbos from coking 


(building up oil deposits). 


Exhaust gases from the 


novice builder will take more than 400 


hours to assemble a kit from scratch.) 
їп looking through the components cf 


the kit, we were impressed by the detail 


THAN EVER 94-95 CATALOG 
STILL ONLY $7.00 


FIERO PLUS, 12 Banner Road 
Nepean, ON K2H 5т2 (613) 596-6269 


headers are routed to the 
AirResearch compressor 
with IFG's plumbing. New 
mufflers are supplied with 
the turbo kit, but the cus- 
tomer must supply tubing 
from the muffler to the 
tailpipe (any muffler shop 
should be able to help 
here]. 


(US. Postage: Use 40 cents tor regular envelope) 


and engineering that went into items such 
is the door reinforcements and adjustable 
headlight brackets, but we do feel the 


This tubular-steel reinforcement is 
welded underneath the chopped Fiero 


6 Issues 2 


For $2500 extra, IFG has a pre- 
assembled body package (the 
5000S is shown here) that simplifies 
the buildup. 
and the 25th Anniversary Replica 
hich requires a 5іпсіһ stretch on the 
me just behind the cockpit). Both 
Cars require chopping the top and 
| F iding additional chassis reinforce: 
| ments on the sides and underneath. 


Due to the level of difficulty of this kit, 
FG offers а new preassembled body 
9 ; package with all the lids hung. Even 
(arrow) on the арте Ме, те ge those hellacious high-rise doors— YES! 
pounds of boost. The manual transmission ery Lambo-kit fan's worst fear— р 
model has an adjustable lockout. Note the me already mounted on reinforced Send me: 
fittings for the ой feed line and the water es with gas shocks. The upcharge 
let (circle). for this package is $2500, well worth Qr year Oi year 6 issues) 
it, in our opinion, in saving you time (6 issues) AKT CAR 
and hassles, A basic body kit runs IKIT CAR for just $12.95 
IFGs twin turbo it | | 56900, but that doesn’t include ary | 0 
Includes the following: {accessories" (actually necessities) forjust $12.95 О 2 years (12 issues) 
rResear come in r 
, | AETR C | сауын aE 
rbo headers, windows, a dashboard, mirrors and 50 (12 issues) i 
RH plated оп. So really what you should figure for only $23.95 к e | 
Таши system, to | | on spending is at least 59400 if you = iuri 
flow catalytic c gh- plan to hang those dang doors your- О Payment enclosed Bil me (U.S. олу) 
KEN ap cleane vated | | зе and another $2500 if you want to Nome (please pt 
| compressor hon see the kit on the road while you're 5 
tallation E still young enough to enjoy it. (IFG dien. » 
айу admits that the buildup сап be. су Sot. uP. s CY 5 E 
ging, and estimates that а поро пема Pt Seen io too ov. Ан aS Wook o vou И en Ка онну ааа eo Over. Alo f. wed for YOU Rat 
Moe tobe това ouo tobe mated S 


ache Special introductory ойе for new subscribers oniy, please. 6JZC7/ke 


'Speciol introductory offer or new subscribers only, please, 
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TURBO INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE (con.) 


condition that will burn pistons. 

* Grind off excess metal and weld beads inside the exhaust headers to 
reduce restrictions in the air passages (this mod alone can add as much 
as 8 hp to а pre-88 stock engine; the "88 model usually doesn't need 
porting, but its harder to install the turbo because you have to strip off 
the accessories on the front of the engine, which adds another half day 
to the job). 

* То avoid having to weld extra drain fittings into the oil pan, IFG recom- 
mends an electric oll-scavenge pump system ($150 option) that picks up 
oil from the turbo's drain and pumps it into the rear valve cover where it | 
flows back into the pan. | 

* Install an auxiliary fuel nozzle in the intake plenum, just ahead of the 
throttle body, to add fuel enrichment under boost. 

Note that turbocharging requires extra maintenance | 
procedures, such as the following: 

* Add fuel-injector cleaner every 4000 miles to ke les cl 
(remember the danger of a lean-out condition). eer 

* Change oil every 3000 miles, and use a high-quality synthetic lubricant. 

+ Use octane booster in the fuel tank for a cleaner burn. 


* Even though the compressor jacket is water-cooled, А 
the com к |, after hard driving, 
allow the engine to idle for a while to prevent the turbos from coking 


Exhaust gases from the 
headers are routed to (һе 
AirResearch compressor 
with IFG's plumbing. New 
mufflers are supplied with 
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For $2500 extra, 


BODY BUILDING 
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Tubular-steel reinforcements in the 
door and backing plates for the 
hinges ensure a smooth-functioning 
mechanism. 


novice builder will take more than 400 
hours to assemble a kit from scratch.) 

In looking through the components of 
the kit, we were impressed by the detail 
and engineering that went into items such 
as the door reinforcements and adjustable 
headlight brackets, but do feel the 
underbody bracing could have been weld- 
ed a bit more neatly and thoroughly 
Options include a rearview video camera 
to help you back up the car. (Otherwise, 
you have to sit sideways on the doorsill 
with your rear hanging over the pavement 
to keep from hitting anything. We call it the 
Lambo limbo.) 

IFG's Ray Hoogenraad (he's Dutch by ori 
gin) has done a number of kits over the 
years, including a oneoff F40 replica used 
as a movie stunt car. (He avoids the F-word 
these days in his replica lineup to avoid 
coming down with the Modena malaise.) 
He's also helped to build а 15oothigh 
Harley motorcycle, antique trucks for 


IFG makes its dash and console kit out 
of plywood for ease of stapling on 
leather upholstery. 


A 5-іпеһ stretch in the frame just 
behind the cockpit is required for 
the 25th Anniversary Replica. 


This tubular-steel reinforcement is 
welded underneath the chopped Fiero 
chassis to provide torsional rigidity. 


Although the stock headlight motor 
is used, IFG supplies an adjustable 
lift mechanism to fit the body kit. 


major league baseball, and now has 
another hush-hush exotic in the works 
(featuring a Fiero chassis with an 8-псһ 
stretch and а longitudinally mounted 
Corvette mated to a Porsche 
transaxle), along with a Cobra. As Ray 
is quick to point out, creating new cars 
is simply no problem. КС 


FOR THE FIERO 
REBODY FAN 


ASKING YOURSELF THESE 
QUESTIONS? 


* which rebody to buy? 
1 do Ihave the experience? 

1 how long wil it really take? 
1 can | be sure of the quality? 


LET US HELP YOU FIND 
THE ANSWERS . . . 
FIERO PLUS is well-positioned 
2 the distributor of the 
largest number of rebodies 
fo steer you in he 
right drection! 


LET'S TALK. 
CALL US 


FOR 

THE 

FIERO 

FANATIC: 

+ pew and used 
replacement parts 

- styling packages 
suspension systems. 
V-8, Quad-4, Turbos 

1 cusiom wheels 

1 accessories and clothing 

2 iterature 


wenaverra S9 


ORDER NOW OUR BIGGER 
THAN EVER 94-95 CATALOG 
‘STILL ONLY $7.00 
FIERO PLUS, 12 Banner Road 
Nepean, Ом к2н ST2 (613) 596-6269 


(US. Postage: Use 40 cents for regular envlope) 


2 REGAL T-BIRD 


BUY THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST 


KITS • PARTS * ACCESSORIES e 
TURNKEYS * HAND-LAMINATED, 
STEEL-REINFORCED BODIES, 
MANUEACTURED BY 
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Ву Tim Bernsau 


апу kit car owners feel th 
working with fibergla 
weird science. Its dificul 


it's expensive, it's smelly a 
sticky. Wake up! The truth is 
fiberglass repair is neither weird 
nor expensive. (It does stin 
though, and you should wear 
gloves when you work with it, 
too.) In fact, fiberglass can be 
worked, si and repaired as 
easily, if not more so, as sheet. 
al 
Since fiberglass is a fundamen- 
tally different material from st 
or aluminum, it usually requires dif- Alan Weaver of Uni 
ferent care and repair practices. The explained the process of 
principles and practices that work 1 
successfully with sheetmetal general 
ly don't work with fiberglass. ardtop repaired v 
To show us how to handle a typical ‘feature 
repair job, we asked for help from 
some real pros on the matter, the 
folks at Unique Motorcars, who had 
to replace the front quarter on their d for the specific types of rac 
289 FIA racing Cobra repli T dur in inen they compel. 15 AGRE. 
досы зө 9 e A сша 5 od ши ed. 3 1963, lower one hinged at the bottom 
ЛЕН a guardian at & 89 Cobras were specially pre- the T-handle moved p. 
"erre кысыр ш с Ех 
1 Grove LeMans track PATA К по 
dener Ont ight ie, шыр faded аб ТРН ртератабоп e ар inthe top by а iler tbe 
included removable alumi ops running inside the rear window. Hot 
to help overcome some of the air drag from the engine compartment 
у тей оп the Mulsanne and cockpit was released through 


1 at speed: 
tback-style 


ve 150 mph. | 
bonnet, created 


де Motorcars 


ring the | The 


that Unique used to сге- 


after it kissed the rail at 50 mph. This car happens to be the one t 
len bodies, and it has been cut apart and rebuilt many times, which is probably why it 
body had not been cut and rebonded in the past, it may not have broken as 

the damage consisted primarily of a mangled left 


Ouch! Here's how the car looked 
ate the molds for its 289 FIA гері 
didn't suffer more damage in the crash. If the 
cleanly, and would have suffered a few more fiberglass fractures. As it is, 
front quarter-panel and inner fender, and a broken steel radiator support. 


K in cooperation with AC Cars, ran to 
note the addition of a the center of the re-engineered trunk 
ісе. This lid, and caused a few problems, 
known as which Shelby іта vely resolved 
and which Unique Motorcars has 
faithfully replicated. The part 
covered trunk lid was cut in half and 

nged as two separate lids, with | 


large side vents. Unique now offers- 
the top as an option for $3000—not a 
bad way to reduce your Cobra's wind 
resistance, and to also get out of the 
weather on your next road trip. 


racing. His cars wer 


5 was cut away from the center of the 
The radiator and broken radiator support were 


wheel Less severely damaged portions of the 
body were repaired with Dynaglass 


Тһе damaged section of fiberglass 
fiberglass filler. 


opening to the center of the nose. 
азо removed. 


B us. 
The driverside jack bumper took a lot of the impact during the crash, and had 1056 sliced off (A). The bar 
the radi к umpeen had to be straightened and rewelded (B) before any fiberglass гера 
Considering the force there was no other damage to the frame. Normally, 


Considering the force of the impact, it's amazing that there w 
Conade ring but this one was, and it came through in surprisingly good shape. 
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was attached to 
could be done. 
it cars are not 


Using measurements from the car, а 
new front quarter-panel was laid up in 
the mold. This black gelcoated piece 


was later trimmed for an exact fit. destroyed part. 


А 124псһ section of a new inner fender was cut off the stock piece to replace the 


chalky dullness. 


resins. This can reduce the plasticity of fiber: 
glass finishes, causing brittleness that results 
in crazing or cracking. Star shaped or spider 
web cracks may appear; or the bright colors 
of the fiberglass may be reduced to a hazy or 


DO NOT BUY OR BUILD ANY KIT CAR 
UNTIL YOU READ THIS PAGE! 


It all starts before you order any 
information packets from manu- 
facturers. That is why you need 
10 read the following 


Knowledge is Power! 


Corey Rudi. the owner of two kit car compa- 


7, has seen too many 
nonths 


nies since the age of 
good people take 2 у 
ind budget $10,000 
ir Kit car. Not 
use they do not 


plete u 
but 
inside tips and s 
takes to build a Kit c 
Corey became so frustrated wit 
that he decided to show you how easy it is 0 
avoid all the pitfalls and. ation, but best 
Of all, he shares all his kit car secrets with you 
in his new book called Secrets of Buying & 
Building Your Specialty Car Inexpensively. 11 
contains some of the most exciting facts you 


we the exp 
wledge it 

r with the least expense 
tion 


s, and costly 


his siu 


proper donor car 
e52 ofthe h 


e Tricks on ho 


est-hitting building tips 


epower, electrical, and bodywork, 


Опе of the largest savings is purchasing the 
night kit and dealing with the right manufactur- 
er, and we'll show you how 


Some things you'll learn on Buying: 


of manufacturers” 
ications and claims 


ins” and "outs 
brochures, spec 


e detect dishonest manufacturers 


it’s 


“шу your carta 


lower your insurance rates up to 50% 
eget the absolutely lowest price 
buying a tumkey or kit on your terms 
e what to look for when buying 

buy with no money down 

e how to lease your dream car 
tax-deductible 

ve perfect kit for you! 


‘emake your c 
‘show to choose t 


If you act now, you will receive a bonus spe 
cial report absolutely FREE. It will reveal. 


HOW TO MAKE UP TO $25,000 
PROFIT WHEN SELLING 
YOUR KIT CAR! 


This 
wait f 


report will show you how to go home and 
people to beg to buy your сәг. 


Аз you can tell, we have come across some 
thing pretty good. That із why the Money 
Savers Group has teamed up with Corey Rudl 
to provide these tips and secrets to kit car 
enthusiasts. 


$5000.00 GUARANTEE 
If you follow Corey's techniques and do not 
save an absolute minimum of $5,000, retum 
the book for a prompt refund. How's that for 
confidence? $5,000 is over 250 times the cost 
of the book. Now that’s value for your invest- 
‘ment. There is absolutely no risk оп your part 
with this 100% satisfaction guarantee. 


The best way to avoid UV damage is with a 
high-quality wax that protects the finish from 
dust, dirt, pollution and particles. It also 
increases the reflectivity of the finish, which: 
not only looks good, but also reflects those 
damaging UV rays. Polishes containing а com 
bination of polymers (chain molecules that 
actually bond with the finish) and carnauba 


e how to guarantee that you get all the parts 
the first time 

‘the easiest/cheapest way io register kit cars 

e when to doubt a manufacturer's claims 

Under certain circumstances you n 


et your car assembled absolutely free 


f you are looking for a kit or 
turnkey car, presently assembling one, or have 
completed your kit; the information in his 
book will save you thousands of dollars! Some 
of his techniques, tips and secrets are revolu- 
tionary and worth a small fort ny of 
them apply to any car. not just your kit car. 


The book costs $19.95, That's less than what 
your mechanic would charge you for 20 min- 
шез of his time. You can get started for less. 
money than most people spend on dinner. 


йт 


POLISHING 
COMPOUND 


| 
| 
| 


If you are serious about saving an enormous 
amount of money and frustration, you owe it to 
yourself to find out what he's offering with 


eget the goverment to pay for your kit or 
turnkey car 


The Wax Shop idi 4 Eve N 
i ept. K to build a сім in his tie. State/Prov 
Baker n how 1o bulha үт томен cost humanly before met Corey 


! though the pigment 
is part of the resin, 
you can still grind 


through it if you' 
5 you're 


wax (a barrier coat that seals the pores in the 
outer layer) offer good protection and gloss, 
and regular applications will remove any light, 


loose oxidation 
and inhibit fur- 
ther oxidation. 
Boatcare prod- 


SOURCES 
Horizons Marketing 


The finish 


s color gelcoat, 


Sheetmetal. from plastic, d 
D аі. The abrasive Polling me 
may be necessary, 


оп 


Pa 50 
least Aes [eri] ofthe $18,000 1 budgeted. Then 1 met Corey: \Г1Слеск OD cash C Money Order 
om жаралы fis tips and secrets got me ош of ту predica- \ 
j| 5655 W. 73rd St. | ments and 1 ended up building my car for less {Name 
Chicago, IL 60638- than $15,000. Was it worth i? You betcha! It 1 adress 
708/563-3600 was fantastic. The girls really did throw them- 1 


HA Polishes vary іп their levels 


ucts may be of 
particular value 
in protecting a | Cedarburg, WI 53012 
x 414375 

Since the same sisi 
material |5 
used to finish 
fiberglass hulls. 


Meguiar's Inc. 
Dept. KC09 

11991 Mitchell S. 
Irvine, CA 92714 
714/152-8000 


55, and finishes 


805/397- 


0 Cardinal Ave. 


Some things you will leam on Building: 

= Corey's personal supplier list—over 80 sup- 
pliers with cheap, hard-to-find 

e Get 2056-4096 off every 

The real costs of kits and parts 

‘© What common fiberglass problem can cost 
you $1,000.00 to fix 

e Master any assembly procedure you 

‘© How and where to find the right parts and the 


possible. 


You will learn the above and much more with 
super-simple, easy-to-understand techniques. 


This book has been widely praised by the 
Specialty Constructed Vehicle Association, 
The Complete Guide to Specialty Cars, 
Kit Car Magazine and Ки Car Illustrated. 


Here's Proof! 


Wesley White, one of Corey's clients, says 
"like everyone else, by owning an exotic auto- 

mobile, I had visions of excitement, prestige 

and beautiful women throwing themselves at 
те— and in general, being treated like а тй- 
lionaire. As my project forged ahead, my 
‘dream machine was turning into a nightmare. 
It is hard to conceive that there are so many 
bottomless pits of problems, It was looking like 
ту car was going to cost me $35,000 instead 


selves at me, and people sure did treat me with 


this no-risk, money-back guarantee. Act Now! 
The first edition sold out quickly and the 
second is expected to move just as fast. 


All orders processed within 24 hours. You can 
purchase it directly with your credit card at 
1-800-255-1914 (24 hours) or mail-in the order 
form below. 


Group 
812-М Proctor Avenue 
(Ogdensburg, NY 13669 


107 хез! Rush me the book Secrets of Buying & 
| guiding Your Specialy Car inexpensively— 1 
{including my free report on how to make up o | 
{$25,000 prot whan seling my kitcar i 
1 have enclosed $19.95 (plus $3.00 tor postage 
shipping) for tis special offer. И 


To attach the new front quarter piece, 
the underside was 'glassed in first. 
Aluminum strips, screwed into the body, 
secured the panel in place while the 
fiberglass set. Fiberglass doesn't stick 
to aluminum, and the strips were easily 
removed once the fiberglass had cured. 


The inner fender was then bonded to 
the quarter-panel with a layer of fiber- 
glass (note li; r area). 


‘The new inner fender was reattached 
to the undamaged inner fender with 
strips of fiberglass. 


А 


Once it had set, the fiberglass was ground sm. eam filled іп with 
, ground smooth (A), and thi 
, le seam filled 
a layer of Dynaglass to even out any low spots (B). It was also used to touch up 


Fiberglass matte (a felt-like material 
made from randomly oriented fibers 
held together by a binder) was then 
applied to the outside seams. 


The identical steps were followed 
wed to secure 
again sanded for smoothness and adequate — — cst Once the filer had cured, both seams were once 
тее , ams wert 


Any scratches and pin- 
M ao finished with 
ester putty and 
sanded. The entire front 
of the body was careful- 
ly sanded and washed in 
preparation for the 
primer 1125 А good 
olyurethane-based — — | 
primer should be used mp | 
sl Fiberglass bodies а! T yur | 
ге typi it 
MNME <> созсо he Coal oneal Viane Due paat | 
ing fiber. Was not available in polyurethane, the car was ‘painted wit 
nce poly. acrylic lacquer to maintain the original color. Th Fear was fin- 
urethanes provido (hed with а polyurethane sealer а f 
against strikage от Many Cobras win сие eques | Sou 
ubbles th good res 
асту lee uit harsh congüong 37 aider Such 
реге do. events. If a good polyurethane 
Pme and sealer is used, a fac: 
color coat sh s 
Well as it did on this EU — 


ob 


glass, 
urethanes provide 


Build A Winner From 


The Ground Up! 


The top quality accessories 
that you need for super 
high performance are 
stuffed right into our 200 


п Your new VW based kit car can be everything you want it to be when you 
shop with C.B. Performance. Select from the latest high tech parts. Elec- 
tronic Fuel Injection, Turbos, Front and Rear Disc Brakes, Dual Carburetion, 
Cylinder Heads, Ignition, Steering Wheels, Clutches and Cam Kits are on 
the shelf and ready for fast UPS/FED X shipment. Custom engines are built 
to exact requirements, dyno tuned and ready to run, right out of the box! 
Get in on the action. Send $5 for our new value packed 200 page catalog! 


Cobra manufacturer 


$12,995 


Shipped assembled as shown. 


Coast's larg: 


Start with the kit you can finish. 


L A Exotics Cobra kit rolls of the truck already assembled. The body is gel-coat color of your choice, with hood 
doors & trunk hinged, rolling chassis, all Ford suspension, 4 wheel disk brakes, 9" rear end, rack & pinion steering, 
gas tank, ай lights, fuse box, wiring hamess, pedal assembly, windshield, gauges, and much more. 


For (treo literaturo, write: To ask questions, or order literature: 


t Avenuo (714) 523-8464 


6900 Knott Avenue, Unit E 
Buena Park, СА 90621 


By David Fetherston 
€'ve come full circ 


live in the age of 


way, a lot of us 


fabulous Fiero-based Patriot (July 
92) that shows just how far you can 
take a Fiero rebody. It’s no mere 
facelift, but a total personality trans 
plant, with Stealth-fighter styling, 
hydraulically hinged canopy, and 
superb quality and fabrication—plus 
one big drawback: those exotic looks 
come at an exotic price. 

Although CAD has sold several 
Patriots and has a lucrative overseas 
contract, Corbett decided that his 
next venture should move the price 
point from premium to plain-wrap. 
His new car, called the Riot (a fit- 
tingly shortened form of the Patriot 
moniker), would take the simplicity 
of the VW Bug-based kits of the 606 
and add the zing of 905 styling. He'd 
make sure the car could be built at 
home with simple hand tools and 
without any walding or painting. 
Moreover, a wide variety of engine 
options would be available, if cus 
tomers prefer something other than 
an air-cooled exhaust note. 

With prices for most kits starting 
in the low teens (if you count in all 
the “options” that are actually 
required items to complete the pro- 
ject) and running upwards of 
$50,000, it’s not surprising 
that Corbett is 


If This New 
Low-Buck Exotic 

_ Lives Up to Its 
Promise, Corbett Will 


Have a Real Riot on 
His Hands 


wagen 


4 ра 
Еуеп pea 


with a wide variety of different 
makes and models available, but few 
of them are the kind of kits we ha 
in the ’60s, ones that offer style 27 
performance at a really low prio 
plus truly simple assembly wil! 
basic hand tools. 

Adrian Corbett wants to change all 
that. His company, Corbett Auto- 
motive Design (CAD) in Lompoc, 
California, is looking to the future БУ 
taking from the past and moving 4 
ahead. He's currently known 0 


played ques: 
they were d 
could turn 
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racks, sa 
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the '90s. A bi 

industry still 


r kits 
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looking to fill the huge niche for a kit 
tha в below 86000 and сап be 
completed for around $9000. His new 
design is a blend of modern comput- 
er-aided-design engineering (his 
background is in aeri ісе technolo- 
gy) and contemporary automotive 
styling by Mark Stehrenberger (see 
accompanying story). 

Corbett's approach to the Riot is 
simple and inexpensive. The body 
shell for this slick two-seat roadster 
is designed to bolt on any Type I VW 
Beetle pan complete with suspen- 
sion, transmission, brakes and 
engine. Unlike some VW kits, the 
pan would not need to be shortened. 
The design calls for a kit consisting 
basically of two pieces. The body will 
have no doors and will come іп one 
piece with a dual-purpose opening 
trunk lid/engine cover. The second 
piece will be an interior tub that 
includes the dash, with extensive 
steel framing for strengthening. It 
will also add rigidity to the VW pan 
by securing the tops of the front tor- 
sion bars towers to the shock- 
absorber mounts in the rear. 

For assembly, once the Beetle is 
stripped of its sheetmetal, the interi- 


or tub is mounted to the pan and 
forms an entity unto itself. The body 
is then slipped over the inner liner 
and bolted down. A steel-framed air- 
foil rollbar attaches to the internal 
framing of the Riot. A custom lami- 
nated windscreen is also part of the 
kit. A T-top styled roof is being devel- 
oped, too, and Corbett plans to have 
it available when the kit is intro- 
duced early in 1995. АП the lighting 
would be attached with standard 
connectors, and the twin capsule 
headlights are from an Acura 
Integra. 

The kit is designed to handle a 
wide variety of powerplants (in addi- 
tion to the stock 1600cc air-cooled 
unit), from water-cooled VWs and 
Subarus to four-cylinder Fords and 
the Mazda rotary. These power 
options should provide some amazing 
performance potential. Even with a 
mildly massaged 140hp VW engine, 
it could boast а 10:1 power-to-weight 
ratio—better than a new 228. Add a 
lightweight 200hp rotary and it'd be 
a ball of fire! 

As for handling, tire and suspen- 
sion technology have come a long 
way since the early days of the 
Beetle, so builders now have at their 
disposal all the great aftermarket 

upgrades. The Beetle’s prim- 
itive trailing-arm sus- 
pension can now 
be refined 
with a 


ISTRATIONS: MARK STEHRENBERGER AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN 


lower center of gravity, coil- 
over shock conversions and ure- 
thane bushings. Other possible 
add-ons include sway bars, 
adjustable spring plates, dropped 
spindles, turbocharging, 2.0-liter 
air-cooled engines, fuel injection, 
disc brakes, low-profile tires and 
17-inch wheels. 

The project is moving along at 


While the Riots 
basic concept 
was Corbett, 
penning the pre- 
liminary lines was 

put in the capable 
hands of Mark 
Stehrenberger. 


a steady pace, and Adrian is Adrian Corbett's 

now finalizing the design, Patriot, with its SOURCES 

getting ready to build the Stealth-fighter — 

buck for his molds (nonethe- Styling and огей | 

less, he welcomes input from үс ондору Aias 
n ion, 

readers on the new design). (ook the Fiero to peim 


1228 W. Maple 
Lompoc, CA 93436 
805/737-4470 


The model pictured here is stratospheric 
the first-generation scale heights of design 
version, and Stehrenberger's (and pricing). 
final styling shows a number The Riot pre- 


of refinements. serves some of Mark 

Rapid advances in molding the Patriots Stehrenberger 
technology have allowed Slog игл Design 
Corbett and Stehrenberger to 9 = Dept. KC09 


ы 
S e e for ee 


the body, and, judging by the 
quality of the 'glass-work 
used on the Patriot, the Riot 
should be an equally impres- 
sive piece. It is interesting to 
be able to follow a major kit 
car project from its conception 
to final production, which we 
plan to do in future issues. 
Corbett has an impressive 
background, a solid track 
record and the finely honed 
production skills needed to 
accomplish the multitude of 
tasks ahead of him. Judging 
from its preproduction work, | 
the Riot has all the potential 
to be everything Corbett 
claims. 

Тһе market is ready for 
something completely new. |) 
The Riot employs technology | 
which is not complex, along 
with an easy-to-work-on, 
cheap donor car. The goal is а В 
21st-century kit. All things 


3156-1 Gregory Way 
Santa Barbara, 
CA 93105 
805/682-1120 


considered, Corbett just 4 eut 
might have a real Riot on his This scale model 
hands. KC evolved from its initial concept. 


| The Man Who Incited the Riot 


АЕС 
А. ering, nal design detaili 
to the capable hands of West Coast automotive desi 


ger. He is well 1 00 
E d for his ability to out 


complete automobile proj i icti 

vis ged. industrial designer with a speciality in automo; 

bles, Ste hrenberger was educated in Basel, Switzerland, and 

atthe renowned Art Center in Pasadena, California, where һе 

5 as well, His reputation for fine automotive design 

and illustration has become world: 
wide, Like that of many world-class 
designers, his work extends into 
different aspects of industrial 
design, from watches to medical 
applications, but his first love 1 
cars, and his advanced work һа 
brought him contract work ff 
many: major доо тап! 


Ву Herb Adams 


though United States auto 
manufacturers have been 
reluctant to use independent 
rearends to any great degree, kit car 
companies have been more receptive 
to these suspension setups. That's 
largely because they were used in 
many of the original cars being repli 
cated by various kits (Cobras in par- 
ticular). The two most common inde. 
pendent rear suspensions (IRS) used 
under fiberglass replica bodies are 
the Jaguar and Corvette, so any kit 
builder considering a project vehicle 
ought to understand heir virtues 
and vices before jumping in with 
boch feet. And for those of you who 
already own a kit car with either of 
these IRS Setups, it's important to 
know how they operate to get the 
most out of your vehicle. So follow 
along, and you'll see whats involved 
in the struggle for independents, 
Time Warp 
Jf you take a look under the front 
ends of most cars, you'll invariably 
ind an independent front suspe. 
sion. Unlike the buggi р 
е buggies of a bygone 
era, the front wheels are not (iod 
by a single axle, but instead 
move independently of onc 


Jet take а | 
onn ake a look under the 


Checking Out the Pros and Cons of Corvette and Jaguar 
Independent Rear Suspensions on Kit Cars 


(IRS) offers little advantage in road 
holding on a smooth surface. One of 
its chief virtues is a better ride and 
road-holding on rough asphalt. Other 
advantages include less unsprung 
weight (another plus on bumpy pav 
ment), and reduced space requi 
ments because the differential 
doesn't bounce up and down with the 
wheels. On the other hand, more 


room is often needed for the addi- 
tional control arms, so this advan- 
tage is not always realized. 

An IRS is not without disadvan- 
tages. It is more complex, and, as a 
result, costs more. This economic 
obstacle is largely what has made 
U.S. manufacturers slow in adapting 
the IRS to rear-wheel-drive cars. 
About 30 years ago, the Corvette and 


LIVE AXLE 


INDEPENDENT REAR SUSPENSION 


de а bump; the whole axle, including the ТӨГӨТ 


providing a smoother ride 


rearend, tht 
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Trailing Arm 


Drive Axle 


Differential 


Camber Rod 


FIVE-LINK REAR 
SUSPENSION 


TOE ADJUSTMENT 


> 
* EXTENSIVE USE OF ALUMINUM 
* EASILY ADJUSTABLE TOE 

+ INCREASED SUSPENSION TRAVEL 
* STABILIZER NEW BASE EQUIPMENT. 
* "SUPER" SEALED U-JOINTS 


лмаса 
ADJUSTMENT. 


On older Corvettes (63-82), the rear suspension uses a trailing arm to control the fore-and-aft location of the hub. This 
arm also serves to maintain the rear toe-in, and camber is controlled by the drive axle and lower camber rod. Hard corner- 
ing causes deflection in the geometry and unpredictable handling. 


the E-type Jaguar introduced the IRS to the American 
car scene, but both of these designs were low-cost config- 
urations with inherent design compromises because of 
the need to keep prices reasonable. Moreover, the vehi- 
cles they were used on had much skinnier tires and often 
less horsepower than the kit cars they appear on today. 
With increasing demands on performance, these rearends 
can create handling problems that the kit builder should 
know how to address. 


Corvette Considerations 

On the early Corvettes, up to the ’88 model, the roll 
center was too high (for an explanation of roll centers, see 
“Frontal Attack,” July 794). This resulted in a jacking 
problem in which the cornering force from the outside 


Trailing Arms 


тт т 


Тіе Воа 


Camber Rod 


On later-model Corvettes (84 and ир), the rear suspension has a. Um with two trailing arms to control t ; 


T the hub. The toe-in is maintained by a separate rear tie rod. Camber is again Бу 
lower camber rod. Ths setup overcomes many of the probleme of the earlier system. : . 


Examinin 
The RS” 


tire would cause the rear of the car to 
rise up, changing the camber of the 
outside tire so much that it lost adhe- 
sion. To compensate, the chassis had 
to be set up with an excess of under- 
steer to keep the average driver from 
spinning out during hard cornering. 
This problem illustrates the fact. 
that, even with perfect suspension 
geometry, a car can exhibit unpre- 
dictable handling if there is excessive 
deflection (movement) of the suspen- 
sion components. For example, on all 
IRS Corvettes, the lower camber rod 
is used to maintain the camber angle 
of the rear wheels. On paper this 
design looks good, but since this rod 
uses rubber bushings, its effective. 
length can change under cornering 
loads, producing positive camber on 
the outside wheel that reduces tire 
grip precisely when you need it the 
most. A similar problem exists where 
the drive axle attaches to the differ- 
ential. Since the halfshaft also serves 
as the upper control arm, any wear or 
looseness of the differential side- 
gears also creates positive camber 
during hard cornering. Even more 
deflection is introduced to the system 
where the differential mounts to the 
chassis. Rubber mounts are needed to 
isolate the axle gear noise, but they 
allow the differential to move in rela- 
tion to the chassis in hard cornering, 
‘The early Corvettes also used trail- 
ing arms to locate the rear-axle hubs 
fore and aft and provide toe control 
Although the arms are well-located 
by design, again, the rubber bushings 
that attach to the frame allow toe 
deflection when the power or brakes 
are applied. However, the '84-and- 


feature two trailing 
" each side, together with a 
arms rod, to effectively eliminate 
-steer problems. 
tonat can a kit builder do to cor- 
rect these problems? Side-gear shims 
(available from Chevrolet in а 
rebuild kit for the differential) 
should take the slop out of the ha 
shafts. Also, replacing the rubber 
bushings on both the camber and 
trailing arms should make a big dif- 
ference in high-performance han- 
dling. Use either mono-ball joints 
(consisting of the innards of a Heim 
joint) or nonrubber bushings (prefer- 
ably low-friction, nylon-sleeved be 
ings—not urethane, because it's 
sticky and can bind up). Another 
option is to convert the enti 
rearend to a later-model monoleaf 
setup (see “Turning Over a New 
Leaf,” November 99). 


Jaguar Judgments 

Similar to the Corvette, the Jaguar 
IRS uses the drive axle (halfshaft) as 
ап upper control arm, and, like the 
Corvette, it suffers from the same 
camber-control problems. In addi- 
tion, the Jaguar also has deflection 
difficulties because the toe control is 
achieved through the lower control 
arm, and any looseness on the bush- 
ings will result in loss of toe control. 
Just like the earlier Corvettes, 
Jaguars experience torque-steer 
problems that can become much 
worse with high-powered engines 
and sticky tires. 

Again, like the Corvette, the 
Jaguar feeds most of the suspension 
loads into the differential, and any 
looseness of the side gears can result 
in a loss of camber control. The rub- 
ber mounts between the differential 
and the frame can also deflect, allow- 
ing the whole rear suspension to 
move around in the car. Some kit car 


later Corvettes 


manufacturers hard-mount the 
to the frame, which solves a few pit 
lems and can create others, Ife 

trailing arms have nonflexible joine 
(Heim or Rose), then a hard-mountes 
Jag rearend will bind up, especially it 
their mounting points are not in line 
with the pivot points of the lower con 

trol arms. (For tips on installation ор 
a Jaguar rearend, see “The Struggle 
for Independents,” Мау 92), 

Both the Corvette and Jaguar IRg 
tems are adequate for normal 
highway driving. High-performance 
driving, though, induces very high 
cornering loads, and under such con. 
ditions these rearends can display 
unpredictable performance. 


Formula for Performance 

The types of systems used on 
Formula racing cars are examples of 
the correct way to design an IRS, but 
obviously these are not built to the 
lowest possible cost. One feature that 
gives precise control of the rearend 
geometry is the use of Heim joints 
instead of rubber bushings, because 
they don't allow unwanted deflec- 
tions. Rubber bushings are used on 
street-driven cars because Heim 
joints tend to be noisier. If rubber 
bushings must be used, they should 
be arranged so their deflections have 
a minimum effect on handling. 

Most Formula cars also use two 
members on the wheel hub, one 
above and one below, to effectively 
triangulate the top and bottom for a 
more rigid arrangement (the original 
427 Cobra's rearend did, too). This 
accurate and precise location of the 
wheel assures that the design geome- 
try is actually achieved on the rolling 
chassis (assuming the frame doesnt 
flex easily). The knuckles and hubs 
must also be rigidly constructed to 
prevent them from bending under 
high loads. In addition, Formula cars 


arend uses one lower control arm | venne Е x: Es 

с to locate the wheel 

mance applications, 1 hub in 

x сабо, ns, deflections in the. arm and bushings all directions. This design looks Ё 


D 


Upper Control Arm 


Lower Control Arm 
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25%] 


INDEPENDENT 
FEAR 
SUSPENSION 


Unlike the live axle, the independent rearend' differential is mounted to the chas- 
sis, so axle torque reaction is not absorbed by the axle housing and rear suspen- 
sion. This has the effect of reducing the antisquat of the rear suspension, because 
the only vertical force available for this purpose comes from the angle, if any, of 
the wheel-hub control arms, which do not receive any torque reaction during 
acceleration. As a result, the practical limit of antisquat in an independent is much 
less (25 percent) than a live axle's (100 percent]. 


use upper and lower control arms to 
transmit the cornering loads to the 
chassis. A slip joint in the drive axle 
permits the halfshaft to change in 
length as it moves through an arc. 
On those designs where the suspen- 
sion loads do go through the differen- 
tial, it’s solidly mounted to the chas- 
sis so it can't shift around during cor- 
nering, braking or acceleration. 
Speaking of acceleration, one area 
where a live axle is clearly superior to. 
an IRS is antisquat (resistance to a 
sudden downward motion of the 
rearend in order to maintain tire 
traction). A well-designed live-axle 
rearend can have more than 100-per- 


cent antisquat, but the practical limit 
in an IRS is about 25 percent because 
the differential torque reaction is not 
transmitted through the suspension 
members. Since IRS systems dont 
have as much antisquat, they are not 
ав good as a live axle in getting power 
to the ground on a high-performance 
application (for more details on anti- 
squat and live axles, see "It's Alive— 
Axle", July 92). 


Geometry Lessons 

Setting up the geometry for an IRS 
is really not too different from that of 
an independent front suspension. On. 
the front end, roll understeer (which 


А Formula-type independent rear suspension uses an upper and а lower control arm to accurately locate the rear hub, and 
is the same basic arrangement used on a well-designed front suspension. This rearend setup costs more to build, but it is 


the best-known configuration for a high-performance car. 


makes a car more controllable as the 
body rolls during hard cornering) is 
obtained by having the wheels toe 
out as they go up into jounce. At the 
rear, roll understeer is achieved by 
toe-in. Also, placing the rear tie rods 
behind the IRS axle ensures deflec- 
tion understeer. 

Тев also good to use a long swing- 
arm and a low roll center on an IRS 
for smooth and consistent wheel 
motions for better control and driver 
confidence. Roll angles can be con- 
trolled with stabilizer bars, so there 
isn't a need for the resistance that a 
high roll center gives. Camber gain 
should be positive, but again the sta- 
bilizer bars will limit the roll angle 
80 aggressive camber gain is not 
needed or desired. 

Spring and shock rates and mount- 
ing locations have the same consider- 
ations on both front and rear inde- 
pendent suspensions. The major dif- 
ference is the need to offset the 
springs and/or shocks to clear the 
drive axles at the rear. This usually 
requires offset mounting brackets, 
rocker arms or mounting the 
springs/shocks above the rear knuck- 
les. Keep in mind, though, that the 
more complicated the system, the 

more it will cost and the more main- 
tenance it will require. KC 


Herb Adams, a consulting engineer 
on custom suspension setups, is the 
author of Chassis Engineering, an. 
excellent publication. from HPBooks _ 
which goes into greater detail on | 
concepts mentioned in this articl 
order а copy ($18.00 plus t 
Herb Adams VSE (408) 
SEPTE 


By Steve Temple 


he bloom is 
on the bud, 
the stalks are 


heavy with grain, it's time to bring in the sheaves. That's 
why we always look forward to the Association of 
Handcrafted Automobiles’ (АНА) annual show at Knott's 
Berry Farm, because it's the жалан саны 
most bountiful club show in 
the country, with acres of 
new and exciting kits and 
hand-built ears ripe for pick. 
ing. Close to 200 wild and 
wonderful vehicles were on 
hand at this year’s event, 
the 15th in the club's 
history. That makes it tough 
10 cover every single car, but 
you'll be seeing features in 
coming issues on selected 
vehicles, so stay tuned for 
more. In the meantime, 
here's a small sample of 


what we gl 
ghat we gleaned from the 


Harvesting a Fresh Crop of Kits at 
Knott's Berry Farm 


course, you 
irst want ^to 
know which entries 
earned the 


SE Well, its a long li 

but we'll start from the top. A ferocious feline caught 

our fancy for its meticulous uniqueness (and also for 
hevy fans a fleet-footed alternative to the 


flood of Cobra replicas), so 
Bob Auxier's Cheetah won 
M Kit Car magazines Best of 
Show. (If you want to read 
more on this intriguing 
replica from C-R Cheetah. 
see the cover story in our 
July '94 issue). Just so you 
don't think we've grown 
tired of Cobras, we gave an 
Outstanding Achievement 
plaque to an industrial 
Strength Contemporary 
| Classic replica overpowered 

son's booth. He not only won ай БУ that dragster's dream, 
category for his Classic Motor the 695hp SOHC 427 
armed an award for best 427 Cammer. Built by Specialty 
У Kenny Hess. Cobra (619/772-7150) and 
PHOTOGRAPHY, ERIC RICKMAN, STEVE TEMPLE, JIM YOUNGS 


Its one quick, Cobra-eatin' cat. Bob Auxier's Chevy-powered Ch: 
replica scampered away with our Best of Show award 


Diana Price bowled everybody over with her 
beautiful Auburn Boattail Speedster. 


This Ultima, just imported from England by Randy Bare of 
Ultima Sports America (818/347-6595), will soon be fitted 


with a midmounted Corvette engine. 


23 


From one impersonator to another: Ben Franklin 
checked out a '29 Mercedes SSK, Jim White's 
Gazelle from Classic Motor Carriages. 


Chuck Beck's true-blue Lister reproduction (center) showed a lot of 
promise, but it wasn't quite done enough to win an award—maybe next 
year. He did garner the АНА Good Manufacturing Practices Award, 
though. The red Testa Rossa replica is an older vehicle developed by 
Chuck Rahn which may be reintroduced. 


j 


_ uM U 


Gabby Garrison's '57 Dodge speedster one-off (right) 
showed some wonderful flair and imagination, enough to 
catch a third-place Special Interest trophy. Next to it was an 
even more fanciful, laminated-wood (yes, wood) rebody of a 
Datsun 2802Х from Peter Portugal Design Company 
(707/442-6238) of Eureka, Oregon. 


COMPLETE 
INVENTORY PARTS 
FOR SPEEDSTERS 


SEND $5.00 
FOR INFORMATION 
AND BROCHURE 


VINTAGE SPEEDSTERS 


12112 CENTRALIA ROAD. HAWAIIAN GARDENS, СА 90716 * (310) 402-4334 FAX (310) 402-4454 


Organize and protect 
Your Favorite Copies of | 


Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of MIA UG UAE 
HOT ROD! These durable, custom-made cases and binders, in red with 
attractive gold lettering, will provide maximum protection and 


easy access. The binders feature a Special spring mechanism to hold 
individual rods that Quickly snap in place. 


CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE} 


One $ 7.95 $ 9.95 | 7 days, 24 hours 

Three $21.95 $27.95 

Six $39.95 $52.95 1-800-825-6690 
DM $15 minimum 


Casebinder or postage ала handing. Outside USA 
(рыла (08 Inds or PA restos бе ян. 


без add 7% sales tax. = 


MAIL ORDERS: Make сі 
funds) payable to Је; 


hecks or money orders (in U.S 

5se Jones industries and send to: 
Hot Rod 

Jesse Jones Industries, Dept, PET-HR 

499 East Еге Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 


provide 


Please print cleari 
CODE (по Р.О. boxos please). All 


Your return address with Zip. 
low 4 - 6 weeks for delivery, 


LU SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


assive mill 


owned by 
Other ac 
Lambo: 


and Don Loux's 
by The C 
process of bein, 
Motors 


do anything 
ner Auburn Boattail 
k the AHA's Best of Show 
ppened to a nice 


wrong 
Speedst 
award. It couldn’ 

Robbie Robin 
turing all thre 
Classic М 
grabbed a fir 
with his me! 


honors for the ] 
теге plenty more awarde to go also lots of 
kits. Afte about everything 
down on the farm is the cream of the crop. 


A big guy needs an even bigger engine, and Mike Davis 
earned ап Outstanding Achievement plaque for getting his 


Cammer to fit in a Cobra. 


LA Exotics (714/523-8464) showed just how much meat 
you can pack into the skin of a Cobra. 


C&F (714/646-6910) rolled out its tube-frame Speedster 
replicas and won the Porsche category. 


Ken Curtiss 
clowned 
around a bit 
in his MG 
TD. 


F1 
; were i i а, C. 
If you were in need of a really shiny new Jag rearend, 
eg 880 had a beauty on display. 
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loots goodien a 


427 Bodies. зы Voley Moton Pide 
тї on gate eoch body 
mode. This ий hos mode Shai Valley Motos 
‘he lerged import/export ot 427 bodlon, 
"omes and occeuscas, Молу mania to our 
volved Customers. 


Shell Valley Motors 
(402) 246-2355 - Fax: (402) 246-3710 


Many Parts Shown Have Been Used on Street 


10" Font. ыу 
Ur Ferd bot patte. 


Сама ond economi- 
oll only $480.00 sot 


Rt. 1 Box 69-PKC - Platte Center, NE 68653 


Amm fusi uno $30.0 
менед cios ond hose 
бооно) 
broke hones m ci 
Font Muong V 290060. 
Foor wh Juncton Bock $1200 eo. 


2 

os" OF Реале, Рид 
Speedo wih tip mete, Clock, 
ec, Votoge, Wc 
төт, Pus senden, high boom 
ente Cena Pg. 
$38.00 


[мола Canto! Алта wth Bot Jon, 
Bot on to Mustong u Boso romos. 

Upper $18500 po. Lowor $185.0 pol 

‘Sn Rode wih bushings $70.00 pot 

tong I Spades $120.00 pot. 

“front Color Shocks $260.00 pat 

Moy requte miner ота madteaton 


Mustang Ат. 
Bod nomer finis 

lowon $81.25 00, 

Mustang Set Rods $3800 o0. 

Bushings oniy S500) 

Tubulo Contro Алта $92 0 eo. 

Fron o Roor Cofover Mocs 5260.00 

м 

SeindesST2090 pot. 


OFM Sy. 
Upon or 


[ect component, soto a 
Sheer Siem 
ave Cinder tor Standard hum 
$5000. " 


Boke Assembly voi cen Pedo! 
Er 
Emergency Hondoroko Autembly win 
ш cr octets 0, 

io Naw Mustang Ir Bot $4500. 
Bearings i Seca $730] roo 


Mech 


WARRANTY: 

Shell Valley Motors 
products aro retum- 
ble within 30 days of 
delivery for refund of 
Your purchase price, 


COMM 
os: m 


finds € Various fit Cars With Minor or no Modificati 
Orders: 1-800-356-9198 


ios соле ро 
пала wm муу 

picto nied glass вою 

жетелесе 

"Coh tor specioi pico 

Replacement gloss ovol 


одо 4 Core Crosstow 


Brackets (no! shown) $5000. 427 Nose 
Screen (onough fo ft ton! body opanings) 


5000. Cooing Fons смо то 


fon 13000. Radiator ролдоо! 
ere bene Ашот 517500 
Datostor uit $50.00, 

Оте Poduct окове 


Оаа gos cops gos podais, wi 
er boton?" Ford Disc Hs, cor covers and 


Rot Bor $30.00 
Fort Oval bumper $165.00, 
"eot Ovai Bumper 165.0. 
Bumper Overiden $127.50 pot. 
Sde Louvers $0500 pol, 


|27 4cconores 
Hoodighh $150.00 pot. Parking 

‘ght $8029 pol, censa Poe ig 

34000 ec. 

Rectongucr lol $152.00 pat. 

Hom weh bution 52500. 

Door, hood, Punk hands à lote 

280,0. Coi lor dviducl pies. 

Dosh minc 920%, 

15де Minox $40.00. 

Sun юп 12000 por 

Windwings $120.0 Fol 


(not shown) 
EE Eeo corma min vunn 
неса dimmer $130.00 
(мге Wot wih splined end $8009. 
Mustang E Rack ài ison (chrome piat- 
99 housing) $185.00 9a 
Outer te rocalnciuded but not shown, 
Soaring Wheel-3 spoko оосор, 
dein 15 diameter 315500. 


wc e 520000 po Singlo 16° 


mmi 


Fits all Cobras 
“Frome fs brass nol aluminum 


You'd proba- 
bly never 
guess, but 
the Spartan 
(619/744- 
3565) start- 
ed life as a 
Nissan 
3002X. 


524500 


попой 


Jonk $45.00, 


млд homess- 


427 Seas toturo a dorso combi 
nation of pading tor comion & 
edc, $485.00 parr 

‘Sect adjusters $60.00 (2) teo 


Well, it may have an Asian flavor, but this old Kellison kit is 
as American as apple pie. 


Classic Roadsters, now a division of Leisure Industries 
(701/235-3338), has been making a go of things with its 
Cobra replica. 


Best Engine 
Award went to 
Keith Raphael's 
wild-and-woolly 
MGA. 


Specialty Cobra of California deserved an award for the best 
display. 


38 = У К 
Integritys GT40 replica showed some remarkable improve- 
ments since we checked it out in our January '94 issue. 


Three-wheelers are neither gone nor forgotten. 


This D-type Jaguar from 
pussy-footing around 


Dave Stohlman, who owns an 
ERA Cobra replica, demonstrated 
the depth of his enthusiasm. KC 
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ers, 
Original -Spini rs * Shocks 


e Cross 
e Bearings * COSS 


ering SI 
нет control Arms 


8, Brackets, Pads, 
rs, Brae Spring: 


hafts eHard- 


Rod - Crossmember 


—— a REBUILT ORIGINAL SPINDLES 
Includes spindle mut. $ оо 
"New units also available pair 


Rod Ends 
$32.50 pair. 


— 


— REBUILT POWER RACKS 527029 


— Wilh tie rod ends & bushings. 
Мі manual = $149.50. New Manual - $179.50. 


Control arm & st 
balljolats & hardware. 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY ON. 
SOME PARTS - 


ORDER TODAY! 
CALL 808%868%2323 


Catalog Available e 
Soon - $4.00 cs 


rd Parts with new cross 
Tus % Complete set of four. 


s320” 


Reproductions, of origi 
Betts, bushings & Вай joints 


. Reman. Ford units also available. 


There’s a lot to choose 
from, and many may seem 
alike, at least on the surface. 
For those new to this wild and 
wonderful hobby, the most 
basic kits consist of plastic pan- 
els that fit on а donor vehicle 
(Such as a Fiero, Volkswagen or 
Corvette), while oth 
a producti 
ly as a st 
| ture numerous modifications in 

the driv їп, frame 
sion. Full-blown kits use 
custom-built frames that vary 
widely in configuration and 
components. Cobra replicas in 
particular can be difficult to 
sort out, because the bodies can 
look quite similar at first 
glance, while the underpin- 
nings may be markedly differ- 
ent in terms of cost and perfor- 
mance. Also, some manufactur- 
ers may cover all the bases by 


Also 
Available 
Separately 


11" DISC BRAKE BRACKETS 


LUG ROTORS Adapts mid-size Ford calipers 5 £00 
2 or 41" rotors and 11" rotors — includes all 85 


Yh or г bol circle. Original 
ПЕТАТССАТ Да; апан 


* Inner & outer bearings, seals = i 


"1 
Wu 


5492 


HT SPRINGS fering a broad f choic- 
нети зло, beer 70 e 


cars 2100-3000 105. 


in mind, it’s really useful to 


2 angles available. 52° and 44”. haveʻa quick reference with 


2 ] stock detailed specs and prices, in 
| | Mustang order to make your kit buying 
itn Pads, decision easier. We've published 

Brackets the following Buyers’ Guide in 

564% various forms in previous 

Ў les ssues, but this one has been 


updated, with expanded infor- 


H.D. TUBULAR UPPER CALIPERS FOR 11" mation on specific companies 
CONTROL ARMS 5241022, ROTOR KITS 5,1950 and parts suppliers. So before 
New cross shafts, ball joints. 7” Rebulltwith Pads. en. you go shopping, take a close 


time, money and legwork. 


inding just the right kit to 
| no simple matter 


look. It can save you a lot of | 


Look Closely, Because 
Not All Kits 
Are Created Equa 
ПОРТ 


| 


Taking it from the top are the 
motorcycle-powered Sportech, 
Integrity's racy 6740 replic 
Vintage Speedsters' pristine 
Porsche replica and an awesome 
ERA 427 Cobra. 


E ШИЕЛИ 
PARTS INC 


110 Route 28, Middlesex, N.J. 08846. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVID FETHERSTON & STEVE TEMPI 


TOP 100 KITS 


AFI40 EURO COUPE | 
American Fiberbodi 
65 years of combined 


experience contributes to АЯ 


this European-inspired 
body that bolts to your paff] 
Fiero without major chas- Fed 
sis modifications. Bach 
body panel is hand-rolled 

іп production and allowed 

to cure fully before being 
removed from the mold. 


‘Also available is a complete line of parts, new interiors, accessories, 
and V8 conversion kits that require no welding 
dies, Dept. КС09, Р.О. Box 726, Xenia, ОН 45385, 


assembly service 
American Fiberbo: 
| 513/372-5938. 


SUPERCARS 


MEN Ps 


АСЕ COBRA REPLICA 


Length: 160 in 
Wal 680 
Height: 48 п 
жайын он 
Weight: 2460 bs 
Drivetrain: smal or big block Ford 
Chassis: adderype; spaceframe 
Suspension Front: custom Асе 
ence hee RED Rag Oo 
cK ioing Chassis $29, 
Turnkey $40,000 Т = 


Ace Auto Services Ltd., Dept. KC09, 
21422 Parthenia Ave., Canoga Park, CA 
91304, 818/885-5097, fax 818/885-5236 


‘A&C 427 COBRA 


Length: 158 in 
Wat: 68а 
Height 45 
Wheelbase: 90 in 
мере 2570 bs 

ene small or big block Chewy or For 
Chassis lddertype © к: же 
Suspension Front: tubular Aarms 
RCM 

зе Price: КІ $9995, Roling Chassis 
Turkey: 524,500 x Kus 


Antique & Collectible Autos, Ine, 
Dept. KC09, 35 Dole St., Buffalo, NY 
14210, 800/245-1310 

42 KIT CAR 

" 


AMERICAN FIBERBODIES 50005: 
Length: 168 m 
ith: 78,7 in 
Height: 42 in 
Wheebase: 98.5 in 
Weight: 2900 be 
Drivetrain: GM VB with Porsche transaxle 
Chassis: custom spaceframe 
Suspension: custom wth cotovers 
Base Price: Kit $13,200, Turnkey $45,500 


BECK VINTAGE 
550 SPYDER 
Length: 146 in 
Wid: 61 in 
Height 40m. 
Wheelbase: 85 n 
Weght 1250 ts 
foes or Porsche 
asi: Porsche repro ladder 
Suspension Front 006 
Rear: W sving ade 
Base Росе Kit $6995, Turnkey $21,500 


Beck Development, Dept. KC09, 1531 
W. 13th, Unit E, Upland, CA 91786, 
909/981-3840 


ASPP 289, 289 FIA & 427 


gih: 153 in 


sis: laddor-type; orignal style or Herb Adams 


5 m tubular 
Rear: We axle; custom dependent 
lase Prce: Kit 57400, Turnkey $35,000 


Auto Sport Performance Products, 
Dept. КСО, 1240 E. Gilbert Dr. #2, 
Tempe, AZ 85281-2106, 602/966-9906 


AFI 40 EURO SPIDER 
Length; 173 n 
ма 

Height: 45. 
Wheelbase: 93 4 in 
Weight: 2600 bs 
Drivetrain: LA, V6, V 


кї $4000, 1 5,000 


American Fiberbodies, Dept. КС09, 
РО. Box 726, „ OH 45385, 
513/372-5938 


CARDIAC COBRA 
Length: 158 in 
Wai: 70 0 
Height: 44 in 
Wheelbase: 92 in 
t 2550 bos ыц 
Dream: small or Beck V 
Chassis: Snc тай гай, race 


TOP 100 KITS 


Cardiac Cobra Sportscars Lid. Dept. 
KC09, 1523 Columbia St., North 
Vancouver, B.C. Vid 'anada, 
604/987-6350 


CLASSIC COBRA 
Length: 1605 


bas 
echt 2480 Ibs 
Drivetrain: smaibblock Ford 
Chassis: laddertype 

Suspension Front: Ми 
Rear: Mustang '79 or 
Base Price: cal for quote 


Classic Motor Carriages, Dept. КС09, 
16650 N.W. 27th Ave., Miami, FL 33054, 
800/252-7742 


CONTEMPORARY 
427 SC 


Wheel 
мев! 
Drivetran: Fore or 
GM V8 

Chassis: laddertype 
Susoenson: Jaguar 
Base Price: КА $8495-16,999, Rolling Chassis. 
$5595 additional, Turney $46,500 


CONTEMPORARY DAYTONA COUPE 


Length: 171 in 
Width: 70 in 
Height: 46.5 in 
Wheelbase: 90 n 
Weight: 2510 bs 
Drivetram: 289/351W Ford. 
Chassis: ladderype 
Suspension Front: custom torsion bar 
Rear: Jaguar inde 
Base Price: 566,500 (ess engine, trans and paint) 


CONTEMPORARY GT ROADSTER 


AUTOMOTIVE CONCEPT & DESIGN SCORPION 

ning Scorpion by Automotive Concept & Design is a Fiero- 
based exotic that combines European spirit with American innovation. The 
body panels bolt in place of the original Fiero panels, and the unique design 
is available in either turn-key or component packages. For a dealer in your 


‘The award-wi 


area, contact: 
Automotive 
Concept & 
Design, Dept. 
КС09, 3613 E. 
Washing- 
ton, Ste. 2, 
Phoenix, AZ 
85034, 
602/273-0908, 


gih: 173. 


Base Price: Turnkey $65,000 


Contemporary Classic Motor Car Со. 
Dept. KC09, 115 Hoyt Ave., Mamaroneck 
NY 10543, 914/381-5678, 


CAL 


PATRIOT 
gh: 173.5 in 
та 
Height: 45.5 ia 
Wheelbase: 93.4 in 
Weight: 2800 tbs 
Dewetrain: Fiero 
Chassis: modified Fiero 
Suspension Front: Fiero 
Rear: Fiero/transaxle 
Base Price: Kit $7995, Turnkey $85,000 


Corbett Automotive Design, Dept. 
KC09, 1228 W. Maple Ave., Lompoc, CA 
93436, 805/737-4470 


C-R CHEETAH 
Lengin: 144 in 

Width: 70 in 

Height: 42 in 

Wheebase: 90 in 

Weight: 1600 bs 

iv small or bigblock Chevy 
ssi: chromemaly round tube 
Suspension Front: wishbone w/cokovers 

Rear: Corvette w/custom wishbones & colovers 
Base Price: Body only w/chassis blueprints 
$5995, Roling chassis w/body $34,900, Turnkey 
549060 


C-R Cheetah Race Cars, Dept. КС09, 
2211 W. Shangri La Rd., Phoenix, AZ 
85029, 602/966-9906 


D&D GRAND SPORT COUPE/ROADSTER 
REPLICA 

Length: 172.8 in 

Width: 72 in 

Height: 47.5 in 
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ТОР 100 КІТ5 


AMERICAN FIBERBODIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
AFI 40 EURO-COUPE 


* STAGE ONE: 
Bopy ONLY $4995 


* STAGE TWO: 
COMPLETE PACKAGE WHICH 
INCLUDES 3 PIECE ALLOY 
WHEELS $7995 

* V8 CONVERSION KIT 
$1795/AuTO 

* A COMPLETE LINE OF Momo | 
ACCESSORIES 

* VDO GAUGES * CARRERA 

SHOCKS * ORIGINAL BADGES| 

& CUSTOM FLOOR MATS ARE 

ALSO AVAILABLE. 

INFO PACKAGE $5.00 
OUTSIDE U.S. $7.00 


AMERICAN FIBERBODIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
Р.О. Box 726 « XENIA, OHIO + 45385) 
РнонЕ 513-372-5938 
ҒАх 513-372-4580 


МАКЕ ІТ 
ELECTRIC! 


Convert your kit сағ (ог your 
production car) to electric power 
With the Deluxe Kit from Electro 
Automotive. Kit includes all the 
necessary electric drive system 
components. Fits most small 
cars or light trucks with manual 
transmissions. Catalog of 
components, kits, books & 
videos $5.00 U.S. & Canada, 
$10.00 elsewhere. U.S. funds only. 


Conversion Experts Since 1979 


ELECTRO AUTOMOTIVE 
POB 1113-KC 
FELTON, CA 95018 


emm 
$23,000, Turkey 542,000 


D&D Corvette, Dept. KC09, 1985 
Manchester Rd., Akron, OH 44314, 


locoque 
Suspension Front: fabricated Arms with colovers 
Rear. Fiero 

Base Prce; Ki 


Easton Armstrong Engineering, Dept 
KC09, Р.О. Box 801501, Houston, TX 
77280-1501, 909/944-2401 


ERA 4275С COBRA 

Lengi 156 in 
Мав: ев 

Нан 49 n 
Wicetose 90 in 
мее 2550s 

Drivetrain: Ford Y8 

sss: later уре with Xbrace 

usperson Front: custom upper/lower cont 
E- i: custom upper/lower control 
ease Pace RA sea 

ce: Kt 17,900, Roling Chassis under 

$25,000, Turney жыйнайын 


ІЗ 
ERA GT MK I 
Length: 165 in 
Wee 
Heght-403n 
"C 
Weight: 2400 bs 


Dieta s 
MIR smock Ford vith lee 


Suspension Front: 
fes custom depend > 


Base Price: Ro 
Takey МЕ 529900, Roling Chassis $65,900, 


Era Replica Automobiles, 


608-612 K. „ Dept. KC09, 


244 KIT CAR. 


St, 
06051, 203/224-0253, proa 


Length: 168 m 
Width: 80 т 
130 


Height 


Drvetrae: V8 
Chassis: spacef 


rvette/Fiero 
stom hve axle or independent, 


Kit $4995, Turkey call for qu 


Suro-Works, Dept. KC09, 2106 Patricia 
Dr. Kettering, ОН 45429, 513/293-6834 


EVERETT-MORRISO! 
tengin 

мав: 

Heg 

Wheelbase: 90 in 
Weight: 2500 bs 
Drivetrain: Ford or Chevy VB. 

Chass: dere 

Suspension Fron: Mustang I; Jaguar; Corvette 
Rear: 88 ог inch Ford ve axe; Corvette or 
Jaguar independent 

Base Price: Kt $14,654, Turnkey $31,640 


IN COBRA 427 SC 


EXOTIC ENTERPRISES 5000 GT 
Length: 165.4 m 
Wal 83 
елі: 414: 
e 93.4 in 
ett ы 
retain: LA, Меме or VB T 
Chassis Perg on Or VELTI 
Suspension Fiero 


Base Price: Ki : 
Teste; K $4999, Roling Chassis 516000 


Exotic Enterprises, Dept. Ki 

E ises, C09, 459 
Madeline Ave, "NO 07026, 
201/9555 Ave» Garfield, NJ 07026, 


TOP 100 KITS 


FIBERFAB COBRA 

Length: 160.5 m 

with: 69 т 

Height: 45 

Wheelbase: 90. 

Weight: 2480165 

Drivetrain: smaltblock Ford 

деглуре 

ront: Mustang I 
sang 79 and newer lve axe 
Base Price: cal for quote 


FiberFab, Dept. KC09, 7601 N. F 
Hwy, Ste. 150-A, Boca Raton, F 
800/328-5671 


Chassis: 


33487 


HARRIS SRT 
9000 
Custom space 
frame or late- 
model Corvette 
or Fiero 
Base Price: call 
for quote 


На 
Engineering, @ 

Пері. КСО9, РО. Box 885192, 
Francisco, СА 94188, 
505/473-4777 


HI-TECH 427 
Length: 157 in 

Width: 70 o. 

Height: 47 in 
Wheelbase: 90 in 
Weight: 2690 lbs. 
Drivetrain: big block V8 


Chassis: laddertype; 4inch round tube 
sion Front: independent coilovers 

„Rear: independent coilovers, 9inch Ford, or 

Salisbury center secton 

Base Price: (fiberglass body, fiberglass interior par- 

els, and fenderweli panels) Kit $20,925, Roling 

Chassis $27,900, Turnkey $49,900 


HI-TECH 427 S/C G 
(Same as 427) 
Weight: 2590 bs. 
Base Price: fiberglass body, aluminum interior 
parels, and fe panels) Kit $27 925, Roling 
Chassis $34,900, Turkey $58,900 


HI-TECH 
COMP 427A 


25, Roling Chassis $56, 
389200 


500, Turnkey 


HI-TECH REPLICA 2896 FIA 
Length: 156 in 

Wi: 66 9 

ght: 47 in 

е: 900 
Weight: 230065 
бетер smaitblock VB. 
Chassis: адбегіуре; Swen round tube 
Suspension Front: ndependent leaf spring 

Rear: independent leaf spring, 9inch Ford, оғ 
Salsbury center section 
Base Price: fiberglass body, aluminum interior 
paneis, and fenderwell panels) Kit $26,900, Roling 
Chassis $34,900, Turnkey 549,900 


HI-TECH REPLICA 289A FIA 
(бете as 289G НА) 
Weght: 2200 65 
Base Price: (aluminum body, aluminum interior par- 
өӊ, and емделмей panels) Kt 548,900, Roling 
Chassis $56,900, Turkey $80,000 


Hi-Tech Motorsports, Inc., Dept. KC09, 


7901 E. Pierce St. 8C, Scottsdale, AZ 
85257, 602/990-2442 


HANDCRAFT GT 242 


"Transform your 82.92 Camaro or Firebird into a Euro-style sports car 
with the GT 2+2 body kit. New, bolt-on fiberglass components replace the 
| hood; rear hatch, front fenders, rocker panels and bumper fascias. The door 


2=АЅРР == 


Auto Sport 
Performance Products 


1240 East Gibert Deve, #2, Tempe, AZ 85281 
(602) 966-9906 


COBRA & *GT 40 MK II 
Replicas 
Qur cars have been chosen by "Motor 
Trend," "Hot Rod," "Kit Car,” and 
other magazines for true road tests. 
When you buy an ASPP car, you're 
getting a soundly engineered vehicle 
that’s been race proven. 
ALL NEW CHASSIS: 
Mustang Donor • СТ-1 Street Comp · 
SCCA GT-1 Legal National Racer 
Duplicated 427 ORIGINAL TUBE 
FRAME with ful IRS, other than the 
Fiberglass body it's а real fooler. AS 
“Motor Trend” said, “It might be a 
replica, but we actualy had to convince 
people it wasn't the real thing.” 


%, 
ay 


— 


| COMPLETE KIT INCLUDE: 
| * Hand Laid Fibre Glass 


Superior Resins 
Heavy Duty Hardware 
AIL Metal Door Handles 
Metal Grilles, Mesh Inlay 
= Front Bumper Lights. 

= Rear Tail Lights 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE: 

* Custom Leather Interior 

= Targa Roof 

* Performance Suspension 

= V-8 Conversion. 

TURNKEY BUILT TO YOUR SPECs 
Video $20.00 | Infopak $5.00 
FIERO PLUS 
Performance and Accessory Centre 
12 Banner Road, Nepean, ON К?Н 512 

Tel/Fax (613) 596-6269 12 
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Wat: 70 
ІС INTERCEPTOR 25TH Height 405v 
Legis In 1 Д 
| көші Әле Weight 2009 B4, ih Porsche 915 ansante 
Port Seel et custom cor ams 
Dudas: Fro V6 (optona! turbo) ete 


dien 
$900, Turn hey $35,000 


Chassis: modi 


JCF 289 & 4275С 


Length: 151 


IFG INTERCEPTOR 5000 

Length: 164 а 

Width: 84.2 in 

Height: 425 in 

Wheelbase: 93.5 in 

Weight 2600 bs. 

Drivetrain: Fiero V6 (optional turbo) 
Chassis: modiied Fiero 

Suspension: Fiero 

Base Price: Kit $4900, Turkey $26,500. 


ight: 49 i 
Wheelbase: 90 in 

Weight: 2000 or 214086 

Drivetran: Ford VB. 

Chassis: rectangular tube, laddertype 
Suspension Front: Mustang 1 

Rear: Seach Ford. 

Base Price: Kit $4300 


John’s Custom Fabrication, Dept. 
KC09, 1515 Newmark Ave., Coos Bay, OR 
97420, 503/888-9313 


[| Imaginary Fiber Glass, Dept. KC09, 
15740 El Prado Rd., Chino, СА 91710, 
909/597-4110 


61) JOHNEX 4275С COBRA 


Length: 156 in 
Width: 68 in 


Тор 100 KITS — 
pes ч — 
ear Ford or GM We anle, асо отел inde, 


е Kit $9500 Canadian, 
Canadan, Turnkey 548 


Johnex Cobras, Dept. KC09, 18 
n Ave., A No , Brampton, 
а, 416/790-0479" 


LA EXOTICS 
COBRA 


Deivetran: Ford 
Chassis: custom ladder-type 
Suspension Front: Mustang 4; custom tubular with 


colover shocks 
Rear. Ford Sanch lve axle 


Base Рпсе: Kit Deluxe Kit $12,995, Tur. 
key $21,995 
LA Exotics, Dept. KC09, 6900 Knot 


714/523-8464 


15 427 
Length: 160 in 
Width: 70 n 
Height: 49 in 
ease; 94 in 


2500 bs 
ап; Ford or 
Chassis: ladder 
Suspension Front: Mustang 1; custom 
Rear: Ford or Chevy E 
Base Price: Kit $9500, Roling Chassis 513,575 


пе Star Classics, Dept. КОО, 1805 
port Fwy., Bedford, TX 76021, 
800/888-4261 


INTEGRITY 427 COBRA 
Length: 152 in 
фай 68'a 
Height a 
Wheelbase: 90 in 
Weight: 2400 bs 
Drivetrain: 351/427 Ford 
Chassis: spacelrame 
Base Pree: Kt 09395, КОШ Chass 5: 
ase Pree: K 59995, Кол Chassis $27 4 
Turnkey 545.000 s, — 


ТОР 100 KITS 


МС 427 COBRA 


MID-AMERICA GRAND SPORT Il 
70m 


Width: 71 
ht: 48 in (coupe) 

Wheelbase: 98 in 

Weight: 2500 6 (coupel; 2300 bs (roadster) 

ellen Chevy V8 

Chassis: custom, Corvette 

Suspension: Corvette 


Height: 45 in 
Wheelbase: 90 in 

Weight: 2200-2600 we 

Dovetrai: Ford or Chevy; others avaiable 
Chassis: laddertype; Herb Adams VSE backbone 
Suspension Front: Mustang I; Jaguar; Corvette; 
custom tubular 

Rear: Ford Sinch ive axi; Corvette, Jaguar, 
Thunderbird, or Halibrand independent. 

Base Price: Kit $15,000, Turn-key $35,000 


MidStates Classic Cars & Parts, Dept. 
КС09, Р.О. Box 427, 835 W. Grant, 
Hooper, NE 68031, 402/654-2772, fax 
402/654-2332 


PREDATOR D-TYPE 
Length: 157 and 164 in, long nose 164 in 
Width: 65.5 in 
Height: 40 in 
Wheelbase: 90 in 
Weight: 2000 bs 
Drivetrain: Jaguar 6-cyinder DOHC 


| GATSBY COACHWORKS CABRIOLET 
Built on a fullsize Ford or GM chassis, the limited-edition Gatsby 
| Cabriolet replica combines '20s elegance with '80s engineering. Features of 
| the $3000 base kit include an all-metal main body and fiberglass fenders, 
| Most other parts are available from Ford or GM dealers, automotive spe- 
cialty shops or salvage i 2 
yards. Gatsby Coach- 
works also offers all 
pre-assembled turn- Es 
key cars. The company Е 
is currently for sale. 
Gatsby Coachworks, 
|Dept. KC09, 1541 
Almaden Rd., San 
Jose, CA 95125, 
| 408/275-8752. 


Chassis: spaceframe. 
on: Jaguar 

Price: Kit $15,000, Roling Chassis $23,000, 
Turnkey $45,000 


Predator Performance, Inc., Dept. 
КС09, 12240 75th St. N., Largo, FL 
34643, 800/329-0810, 813/539-0218 


SPORTECH ROADSTER 


Length: 150 in 
Wide: 64 in 
Height: 41 in 


Wheelbase: 88 in 
Weight: 1200 bs 

Drivetrain: 21080 1229cc aluminum Suzuki 
Chassis: spaceframe 

Suspension: independent Aorms with adustable 
Kon coilovers 

Base Price: Kt $22,500 (or export, car cubs and 
high school auto classes only; Roling Chassis 
$23,900; Turkey $44,900" 


SHELL VALLEY COBRA 


Length: 157 in 
Width: 72 in 
Height: à 


Sportech International, Dept. KC09, 
P.O. Box 2501, Ewa Beach, HI 96706, 
808/677-6559, fax 808/681-4010 


t 22002700 bs 
л: small ог bigbock Ford or Chevy with 
automatic bers 
Chassis: ladder type 
Suspension Front: Mustang I; tubular Arms with 
coilovers 
Rear: Ford 9inch ve axe; Jaguar or Ford 
independent 
Base Price: Kit $10,909, Roling Chassis $12,884, 
Turnkey $30,000 


Shell Valley Motors, Inc., Dept. KC09, SSESIRADME 


R.R. 1 Box 69, Platte Center, NE 68653, egg 165, 
800/356-9198, Height 49 in - 


FIERO PLUS STINGER 

Once produced only as a custom turn-key, t 
xebody from Fiero Plus is now available in 
extras such as metal grilles, light-pod assembl 
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siving Ino! леу wanted. W 
much oft 


сору of or 


we designed the SCORPION ponels to eosiy 
place them. 
Pricing: Kt includes ot оого роле. 
sary hordworo, ond fosters No adotionol 
welding or foergiassng neceson. Every eom: 
ponent сол be 060 win semple hond tools 
Dealers: 
‘isn Gor Ce. Classe rene Old ron 
T1215. iba Si, 24912409020. 1215 noe 
а ee . рма. Kor 
Mesa, A285210 92085, XS 65105 
(602) 8030063 CA (619) 708.1160 (013) 281-1460 
NR 
(802) 643-7618. 
BROCHURE PRICE: $5 
AUIOWORVE CONCEP AND DESIGN 
КЎ 3013 E washington- Phoenix, Arzona 85034 
(602 2730908 


WE'LL MAKE YOUR DREAMS 
A REALITY FASTER THAN 
YOU THINK! 


5000GT - BUILD A LEGEND! 


Summer Special Only $4799. 


* High Quality Fiberglass Molding Service 


* Over 32 Years Experience M.F.G. 
Fiberglass 


= Kits In Stock-No waiting 
* Machiavelli Replica Parts + Kits $2995, 


+ 5000 GT or 25th Anniversary Kit Fits 
Any Year Fiero 


* 5000 GT Speedster 
* Visit our factories & see the dilference. 


We carry a full ine of Tubro Hoods & 
Ground Effects 


Exotic т 


459 Madeline Ave. 163 Roosevolt Ave 
бәтоіа, NJ 07026 Valley Stream, NY 11581 
Corporate Office Jer Кож Отсо 


(201) 956-7570 


TOP 100 KITS 


Drivetrain: V6 
Chassis: spaceframe 

Suspension Front: custom indepen 
Rear: custom lve axle ЖА 
Base Price: Kit $26,500, Turmkey $40,000 


SSZ Motorcars, Dept. KC09, 111 Z 
Ln., 2698 Nolan Rd., Aniwa, WI 5 


Motorcars, Dept. КСО‹ 
Gadsden, AL 35903, 


Wheebase: 90 in 
Weight: 250015 

Drivetrain: Fiero L4 or L6 

Chassis: spaceta 

Suspension: Fiero 

Base Рпсе: Kit $9995, Turnkey $2: 


VSE BY HERB ADAMS COBRA CHASSIS 
Length: 170 a 

widi: 70 in 

Height: 43 п 

Wheebase: $0 in 

Weight 2200 bs 

Омера: Chevy or Ford 

(об: чен or serium backbone 
Suspension Front: VSE independent 

Rear Satchel ink мез en 

A 


TIME MACHINE STARFIGHTER 
Length: 168 in 
Width: 84 п 
Height 43 in 
Woeetbase: 104 in 
Ween sept 
an: Fiero 14 or V6 
5: Fiero spaceframe 
Suspension: Fier 
Base Price: Kit $6995, Turnkey $29,900 


e Motorcar Co. Dep 
KCOS, 9124 Sikes Cow Pen Rd, et 
Brooksville, PL 34601, 904/79 


i860. 


VSE JACKRABBIT 
tong 132in | 
id: 68 
UNIQUE 4275c COBRA еба 
ne cease: 84 in 
RE ЕСЕГІН 


Height: 44 n Drivetrain: VW Rabbit or Sci 
Classis dete 0 501060 
Suspension: WW Rabbit 


Base Price: Kit $5925, Turnkey 514,000 


Wheebase: 90 in 
Weight: 2500 bs 
rivera 
See smak or Dip dae Ford or Chey vg 


УЗЕ by Herb Adams, Dept. KC09, 


Send $4 for Маде Brocar В int pack w cor picture 


Eden 


23865 Fairfiel 
404648 0810, Carmel, CA 93923, 


eg p" 


TOP 100 KITS 


39 п 
ase: 94 т 
t. 2100 bs 


he 5speeó, transverse. 


h control arms. 
ing Chassis $26,995, 


WARP FIVE MONTAGE 

Length: 174 in 

Width: 74 in 

Height: 43 in 

Wheelbase: 94 in 

eight: 2200 bs. 

Drivetrain: 350 VB/Porsche 5:speed: transverse 

V6/4-speed ог auto 

Chassis. ladder; spacelrame 

omyunequaHength control arms 

Base Price: Kit $8995, Roling Chassis $22,495, 
Turnkey 32,495 


Warp Five Engineering, Dept. KC09, 
1500 N.E. Roanoke Dr., Blue Springs, МО 
64014, 816/228-2960 


WEST COAST COBRA 
Length: 156 in. 
Width: 74 i 
Height: 47 in 
Wheebase: 96 in 
Weight: 2900 lbs 
Drivetrain: 429 Ford 
Chassis: spaceframe 
Suspension Front: Mustang I 
Rear: Ford Sinch; custom/modifed control arms 
Base Price: Kit $22,950, Turnkey $50,000. 


West Coast, Inc., Dept. KC09, 6785 
16 Mile Rd, Sterling Heights, MI 48077, 
519/736-7274 


Height 43.3 
Wheelbase: 9 
254 ibs 
4cyinder, 16V 
frame 


Suspension Front: Westfield double wishbone 
Rear: custom Westfield iR 

Base Price: Kit $7425, Roling Chassis $17,350, 
Turnkey 521,250 


HIGHLAND SPORTS WESTFIELD SEIGHT 
Length: 1 
wth: 63 
Height: 43.3.9 


alumnum 3.5L V8 
Chassis: spacelrame 

Suspenson Front: Westfield double wishbone 
Rear: Westfield IRS. 

Base Prce: Roling Chassis $22,850, Turnkey 
5294: 


Westfield Components, Inc., Dept. 
КС09, РО. Box 107, Woodbui 
0107, 203/266-9280 


SCORPION 5.5. 


Length: 164 in. 
Width: 79 in 

Height: 42 in 

Wheelbase: 98.5 in 

Weight: 2600 ibs 

Drivetrain: GM Уб or VB w/Fiero 

or Porsche transaxle 

Chassis: custom spaceframe 
Suspension front Feo or custom 
Rear; Fiero or custom 

Base Price: Roling Chassis $15,000 


White Horse Co., Dept. КС09,73 
Featherbed Ln., Flemington, NJ 08822, 
908/782-5636 


CHEETAH 
REAL OR 
REPLICA? 


BODY KIT $5,995 
ROLLING CHASSIS $34,900 
TURN KEY $49,900 


“1610 LBS ON A CHROME- 
MOLY CHASSIS WITH A 
427/600 hp. DELIVERING 0-60 
UNDER 4.0 SECONDS.” 


C-R CHEETAH 
RACE CARS 


2211 W. SHANGRI LA ROAD 
PHOENIX, AZ 85029 


602/678-1788 


CT 06798- 


EURO-WORKS 


Quality with Price in Mind 


Stage Il Package 
For Your Body Kit $9495% 
Includes Everything except 
Wheels & Tires 
"We Challenge anyone to match our 
high quality Stee! Reinforced Body 
or to supply the video and the knowl- 
edge to make your kit buildable.” 
(Fiero based or Tubular Chassis) 


Video Assembly . 82900 


Info Pak . 


MAIL TO: EURO-WORKS 
3771 Eileen Rd., Dayton, OH 45429 
Phone 513-293-6834 


ТОР 100 KITS 


REBODIES & 
REPOWERS 


AUTO DESIGNS MONZETTA 

Length: 176 in 

Width: 67 in 

Height: 50 in 

Wheebase: 97 in 

Weight. a 

Yivetrai: GM cylinder, V6 or VB 
Chassis бИ unbody ^ 069 
Suspension: standard GM 

Kit $2495, Turnkey $14,995 


Auto Designs by Scotty, Dept. KC09, 
2013 S. 6th St., Klamath Falls, OR 97601, 
503/884-1511 


АЅРР MARK II GT-40 
Length: 167 in 

Width: 76 in 

Height: 44 in 
Wheelbase: 93.4 in 
Weight: 2750 

Chassis: Fiero 


Base Prce: Kt Tur м 
Base Price: t 7995, Tukey $15,000 (ous 


Auto Sport Performance Products, 
Dept. KC09, 1240 Е. Gilbert Dr #2,” 
Tempe, AZ 85281-2106, 602/966-9906 


ASPP MARK II GT-40 

Some replicas of the. Ford 
GT-40 cost more than 
$65,000, but. not this one. 
ASPP, which also produces 
the quality line of NAF 
Cobra replicas, offers the 
Mark II GT-40 rebody kit. 
for only $7995, and fea- 
tures all the creature com- 
forts of the Fiero donor саг. 
‘The company also has cata- 
logs, videos and assembly 
manuals, and soon will 
introduce а Cobra Daytona Coup. 


е. ASPP, Dept. КС09, 1240 E. Gilbert Dr 


#2, Tempe, AZ 85821-2106, 602/966-9906, 


AC&D SCORPION 


Length: 167 in 
Width: 78 п 
Height 44 in 
Wheelbase: 93.5 in 
750 


суд, V6 or VB 
fero 
Suspension: Fero 
ase Prce: Kit $7995, Ton less 
Base 95, Tukey $12,995 (ess 


Automotive Concept & Design, 
KC09, 3613 E. Washington, Surg bert 
Phoenix, AZ 85034, 602/273-0908 


B.G.W. / Spectre Ltd., Dept. KC09, PO, 
Box 427, Butler, WI 53007, 414/783-4550 


BLUE RAY RHINO GT 
Length: 170 in 
Wot: 70m 
Heh 48 n 
Уйеебәзе: 90.5 in 
Weight 3203 os 
Ywetan: Datsun 240, 260 or 
Grass Datsun? 20 2002802 
Suspension: Daton 2 


ase Price: Kit $3995, Tukey $17,995 (plus 2 


Blue Ray G.T. Engineering, Dept. 


KC09, 416 Woodline Dr. s, 
TK 258. Мойте Dr, The Woodlands, 


CAL ACE 
Lengt: 
Wegen" 
Height 49.2 in 

е Та 
Е 
Gee ee 


ТОР 100 KITS 


Enterprises Ltd., California Ace 
оп, Dept. КС09, РО. Box 1347, 

Beach, CA 90801-1347, 310/404. 
Info package $5, 


CLASSIC 359 


Length: 169 ia 
Width: 67 0 


sght: 1875 К 
Drivetrain: VW Beetle 
Chassis: VW Beetle Type | 
Suspension Front: W Beetle Type 1 
Rear: VW “69 and newer independent 
Base Price: cal for quote. 


Classic Motor Carriages, De 
16650 N.W. 27th Ave., Miami, FL 
800/252-7742 


ELECTRO-AUTOMOTIVE DELUXE 
ELECTRIC CONVERSION KIT 
Complete ki suitable for glass- or steekboded cars 
wih manual trans, no power steering, and а тах 
mam curb weight of 2500 bs. 
Base Price: $4100 


Electro-Automotive, Dept, KC09, 
P.O. Box 1113, Felton, CA 95018, 
408/429-1989 


EXOTIC ILLUSIONS EUROSEX 1000 
Length: 165.5 in 
Жай: 83 in 
Height: 42 in 
Wheelbase: 93.5 in 
Weight: 26002700 bs 
Drivetrain: Fiero L4, V6 or V8 
Chassis: Fiero 
nsion: Fiero, 
Price: Kit $5500, Turnkey $30,000-40,000 


Exotic Illusions Ltd., Dept. КС09, Rear 
847 Main St., Dickson City, РА 18519, 
‘717/388-1206 


FIBERFAB 359 

Length: 169 in 

Width: 67 п 

Height: 43.5 in 

Wheelbase: 89.5 in 

Weight: 1875 ibs 

Drivetrain: VW Beetle 

Chassis: VW Beetle Type | 
Suspension Front: W Beetle Type 1 
Rear: Үй 69 ard newer dependent 
Base Prce: cal for quot 


berFab, Dept. KC09, 7601 М. Federal 
Hwy., Ste. 150-A, Boca Raton, FL 33487, 
800/328-5671 


FIRE-ROSSA 
Length: 192 n 


Weight: 3350 bs 
Drvetran: V6 or VB 

Chassis: Frebrd or Camaro. 

Suspenson: GM 

Base Pre: КІ 56995, Roling Chassis $16,000, 
Turnkey $14,995 


A to Z Car Emporium, Dept. KC09, 
5400 Griffin Rd., Davie, FL 33314, 


HANDCRAFT GT/2+2 
Length: 186 in 

Width: 79.5 in 

Height: 47 n 

Wheelbase: 101 in 

Weight: 3300 Ibs 

Опуегәл: Camaro/Firebrd 82:92 

Chassis: Camaro/Fiebird 82:92 

Suspension: Camaro/firebrd %2:92. 

Base Price: Kit $3995, Roling Chassis са! for 
quote, Turney cal for quote 


Handeraft Motorcar Co., Dept. KC09, 
6805 Riverview Blvd. W., Bradenton, FL 
34209, 800/854-1422 


INNOVATIONS 930-VEE 
Length: 170 in 
Width: 69 in 
Height: 64 in 
Wheebase: 93 in 
Weight: 2500 bs 
Drivetrain: VW; Mazda rotary; V6 
Chassis: WW Beetie 
Suspension: W Beetle 
Base Price: Kit $1895, Turnkey $6000 


Innovations in Fiberglass, Dept. KC09, 
P.O. Box 60642, Phoenix, AZ 85082, 
602/377-0104 


IRM FIERO COMPONENTS 
International Research Motorsports, 
Dept. 

008 
18100 
Cashell 
Rd., 
Rockville, 
MD 
20853, 
301/948- 


JCR CALIFORNIA Z 


Length: 173 in 
Width: 69 in 

Height 50 in 

Wheelbase: 91 in 

Weight: 3203 Ibs 

Drivetrain: Datsun Z 

Chassis: Datsun Z 

Suspension: Datsun Z 

Base Price: Kit $1380, Turnkey call for quote 


Jim Cook Racing, Dept. KC09, 5450 
Katella Ave., Unit 107, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720, 800/527-1440 


EURO-WORKS MIRAGE 
In production for more 
than five years, the б 
Mirage is available in two 
sizes, the K model that. 
fits оп a stock Fiero сһав- 
sis, and the S version 
that uses either a custom 


98. mch tubular chai 


= 


N 
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SAVE ОМ 
Ү 


OUR 
DREAMS 


With Deluxe kits ог package prices, 
replica buyers ca ге prices on 
Cobra components. By comparison shop- 
ping, the smart replica builder can save 
hundreds of dollars 

The NEW Cobra Valu-ine parts al 
Significant savings WITHOUT sacrificing 
quality. Call for our Valu-ine info and new 
atalog #7 ($5.00 refundable with onde 


(404) 427-0020 
COBRA 


Restorers, Ltd. 


— 
3099 Carter Drive • Kennesaw, GA 30144 


THE SEVEN BEST 
REASONS TO BUILD A 


GATSBY 


The Gatsby utilizes a 
lon Mercury chassis. 
2. FRONT ENGINE 

J ATION: Power 
Steering, Power Brakes, & Automatic 
Transmission 


4. SUPERIOR ENGINEERING 
5. STEEL BODY w/ hard laid 
fiberglass fenders 

6. E SIVE USE OF STI 
AUTOMOTIVE HARDWAKE 


7. RESALE VALUE factory Бий 
Gatsbys have market value S00. 


GATSBY 
COACHWORKS 


1541 ALMADEN ROAD 
SAN JOSE, СА 95125 


OPERATION 
MONGOOSE! 


* „recreating the 
Grand Sport Corvette. 


TOP 100 KITS 


KNIGHTT INDUSTI 


Length: 179 n. 
Width: 75.0 


RIES GTO 


sis: Firebird 
Firebird 
Price: Kit $3995, Turkey 5. 


Drivetran: 
Chassis: Fr 


x: Fiero 
Kt $3500, Turmkey $17,000 


TROJAN GT 

fred comers 

ine eR тл 
Marple Automotive Group, In 
KCO9, 7825 County Rd. 11, Мары 
MN 55359, 800/898-0008 


uote 
Dept, 
lain, 


LUCAS 
CORVIPER 
Finally—a 
well-engineered 
body package for 
restyliny our 
782-92 Сатан 
Firebird! 


408/275-8752 


52 KIT CAR 


ТОР 100 KITS 


ГАКТЕНО PIERO FRONT-END KIT 
The Artero Starter Kit replaces the Fiero stock front bumper and fend- 
ers, offering an aggressive look at the low price of $800. The easy-to-install 
pieces bolt directly т : 
onto the Fiero, use > 
the stock hardware 


| 


and сап be easily 
upgraded to the fuil 


Artero kit. All work- 
| manship is guaran- 
teed for one year. | 
| PISA Corp., Dept. 
KC09, Р.О. Box 
‚ Phoenix, AZ а 
-5088, РЕВ 
602/376-1550. 


retrain: Fiero 


Suspension: Fiero 
Base Price: Kit $7000, Титке 


Box 15 28: 


602/ 
SSZ SHARK 
Rebody fis stock'63'82 Corvettes 


penson: Corvette 
Base Price: Kit $7995, Turnkey $17,995 


SSZ Motorcars Lid. Dept. KC09, 111 
Aniwa, WI 54408, 
449-2141 


ти 


Rayco, Ine., Dept. KC09, 1710 Delmar, 
St. Louis, MO 63103, 314/621-1321 


=: Datsun unbody 
son: Datsun 
rice: Kit $3900, Turkey $11,500 (plus cor 


Velo Rossa Engineering, Dept. KC09, 
406 S. Rockford Dr. 83, Tempe, AZ 85261 


SPARTAN Il 
Length: 204.2 in 
Width: 74.5 in 
ғ Height: 54.5 in 
Wheelbase: 126.5 in 
Weight: 3675 lbs 
Drivetrain: Nissan 300 ZX (2+2) 
Chassis: Nissan 
: Suspension Front: Nissan. 
і Rear: modíed Nissan 
Base Price: Kit $6900, Turnkey $39,900 


Spartan Motorcar Co., Dept. КС09, 
1655 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd., Ste. 108, 
San Marcos, CA 92069, 619/744-3565, fax 
619/744-9030 


Z PRODUCTS WIDEBODY GOLF 
Stock VW бо! (plus 8 inches in with and 
adótsonal 50 Ibs in weight) 


WW Golf 
©реп stock Wi Gal or any 001 


modifications 


Info and Photos $5.00 
* Bolts оп 68-82 Corvette 
Chassis 
* Tube Chassis Available 
* Uses 1988-newer Corvette 
Suspension 


D&D Corvette 


1985 Manchester Akron, OH 44314 


(216) 745-2544 


“Converte в a ээктин o! Gereral Motors, DID Coreta 
Products aue го connection lo Generi Motors. 


GT242 


BODY PACKAGE FOR 
'82-'92 Camaro/Firebird 


* Drive it everyday 
* No Title Registration or 
Insurance Problems 


* No Structural Changes 
* Easy Assembly 
$4,795. Complete 
* Mirrors Optional 
InFoPac $5.00 


Handcraft Motorcar Co. 


6805 Riverview Blvd. 


Bradenton, FL 34209 
813-794-2420 


Base Price: Kit $895, 
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ТОР 100 KITS — 
VC 3 ТОР 100 KITS 


JASPER HARD PARTS 
Jasper Performance Pro- 
ducts offers engines, trans- 
missions and differentials as 
individual components and 
turn-key packages for a vari- 
ety of kit car applications. 
Engines are available in sev- 
eral horsepower and torque 
ranges to fit any driver's per- 


ne 
i ошт | formance needs and budget 

Length 1626 
M ne requirements. Jasper Perfor- 
mance Products, Dept. KC09, 


815 Wernsing Rd., Jasper, IN 


2 PRODUCTS WIDEBODY 2002 
47546, 800/827-7455. 


| MA 2002 (ығ 6 inches in wid and 
айелі 50 bs жет) 

Chassis: BMW 2002 x 

Suspension: stock BMW 2002 or ny Bit 

Base Prce. Ки S895 


Не 


train: VW Type | 
"assis: custom monocoque 


Chassis: W Beetle Type | 
- Suspension Front: W Beetle Type | 
Rear: ҮН 69 and newer independent 
Base Price: cal for quote 


Z Products Autosport, Dept. KC09, 
е. call for quote 


30635 SAV. Boones Fer ison Oi 
97070, 503/682-12 4 


VINTAGE 
VEHICLES 


ng, Dept 
Тһе Woodlands, 


Classic Motor Carriages, Dept. KC09, 


Blue Ra 
KCO 


CLASSIC '34 COUPE 
Length: 170.0 


АЕС JAGUAR XK 120 


| Leng 174 
| . ЫЗЫ a 
| R LASSIC FACTORY AUBURN SPEEDSTER 
eng: 206 in 
| А/С '36 FORD PICKUP КАН 
| Lengi: 172 n 59% не 
H йо asin Hn M (252-020 
| 2 ee hae busen — 5 
| pori Тиеу 519,00 ont Chassis 51200, Chases east Der tpe 
| . M : — 1 —11 
i llectible Aut * Base Price: Kit $8395, Rolling Chassis $14,395, 
: А/С Special C09, 12955 Ye 5 Doi “ihre 218) CLASSIC SPEEDSTER С Turnkey $28,500 - 
tl Delta Dr. Uni B Wes Roles York 14210, 80045. Dole St, Buffalo, NY The Classic Factory, Dept. KC09, 1454 Length; 154 n. ji 
| E Ninth St, Pomona, CA 91766, 714/62 iis Height 48 in 
қа yd Wheelbase: 8275 
VALI ght: 47 т leight: 1585 lbs. 
| ALULINE COBRA COMPONENTS Stose 98 in Ford: 94.5 Chewy чегән: ҮН 
і F eight: 2700 b 
| анда Cobra replica buyers purchase optional components fom tie Drwevain: Ford or Chevy L4 MADE FOR YOU TCLAMP KIT 
[ their cars and don't take Sm — For that pro look on your pro- 
the time to comparison ject car, the All-Plumb T-clamp 
shop for the best pric kit from Made For You Products. 
Cobra Restorers’ Valu-Line includes 70 nylon T-clamps for 
‘components offer big sav- * mounting and routing fuel, 
brake and vacuum lines, and 
CLASSIC 33 vicky 
Length: 170 in 
Wid БӨ E 
Height: 62.5 in 
prm 
et: 2800 bs 
rivetrain: Ford or Chevy vg CLASSIC MG-TD 
релде: Хот ide Length: 150in 
pein Front sa Wid: 62'n 
Base Price: eaf 09 d пемесе anle Height 50n 
2 88 SEPTEMBER 1994 55 


ТОР 100 KITS 


TOP 100 KITS 


ELECTRO AUTOMOTIVE CONVERSION KIT 

Convert your kit or production vehicle to electric power with the Deluxe 
Kit from Electro Automotive. The package fits most manual-transmission 
small vehicles and includes all of the major drive-system components, plus 
special tools and hard- 


ware. A how-to manual 

available separately. 

Performance on fiber- 

| / glass-bodied cars is 
! 1 typically 85 mph top 


EAGLE JAGUAR — 
165 0 RFAB 34 COUPE 


speed and a range of 
— nua 80-100 miles. Electro 
FIBERFAB CLASSIC SPEEDSTER Automotive, Dept. 


Cases aber 7800 s 


alternative to expensive 1 MM эт Ford or Chew Và de KC09, P.O. Box 1113, 
billet clamps. meys2750 0 F Felton, CA 95018, 
Race prow “ Ng 79 and newer ive axe 408/429-1989, 

Coach Work, Inc., Dept. KC09, call for quote 


thland Ave., Buffalo, NY 14211 


chip. fade, 
They're engineered t 
screws won't vibrat Kit includes 
а wide range of sizes for brake, 
transmission and fuel lines, battery 
cables and wiring. 5.5. fasteners 
included. Available іп most colors 
150 pos. - $180 value - only $109.95 
. n 
Ca Free Catalog with order 
(619) 868-6962 Deser 
Р.О.Вох 720700 welcome. 
| Pinon Hills, CA 92372 


HANDCRAFT CORMORANT 


Leng 167 
FIBERFAB '33 VICKY ‘ "m" m n 
5 M drew керелден [DE 
Fiero based LUN Sohn fot 945 Chew кеме por 
ARTE ене: Пой tan Ford or Chevy Drivetrain: Chev 
SEA Ss emon ae pe қ 
R О Eran: Ford or Chevy V Suspension: Ford Puto о Chevy Chevette ^ Memory Motors, Inc., Dept. KC09, 110 


W. Avenue С, Conroe, TX 77301, 409/760- 
3500 


Chassis: custom ladder Base Price: call for quote 


с пуа Front: Mustang I 
RS Rear: Mustang 79 and newer ive axle 
Base Price: call for quote. 


quate 


Handcraft Motors, Dept. KC09, 6805 
Riverview Blvd. W., Bradenton, FL 34209, 


800/854 
87] 

vuota d 

% 84 

i 


| 
Ё 


* True Bolt-on Kit. 


| * Front End Starter Kit 
for $800 (upgradeable 


PRL AUBURN SPEEDSTER 


s 9 él GIBBON '33-' 
Available in Kit or COUPE/ROADSTER 


installed Kit. 


Length: 203 in 
Width: 700 


Ц 
| to fall kit as shown above), 
| 


PISA Corp. 
P.O. Box 15088 - PKC 
Phoenix, AZ 85060-5088 


` (602) 376-1550 


= 


Chassis: custom laddertype 
Suspension Front: Mustang 1 

Rear; Mustang "79 and newer е ade 
Base Price: cal for quate 


Chassis: addertype 
Suspension Fron, Смугег Cordoba 
Rear: custom leaf spring 

‚ Base Price: КА $19,000, Turkey $65,000 


Gibbon Fiberglass Reproductions, 
Dept. KC09, 112 E. Front St., PO. Box 
490, Gibbon, NE 68840, 308/468-6178 


Weebase: 102 in 
Weight 2020 be 
Divers: Chew V8 
Chassis: custom 
Stern ot in osion tur 
ear ОМ ісіне 
ase Price: Kt $9500, Roling Chassis $19,900, 
Turnkey $35,900 


Hardy Motors, Dept. KC09, 4125 W. 
Mineral King #103, Visalia, CA 93271, 


209/636-0722 


| Lent: 200 in ра 
| * Interior Packages Met ah HARDY MOTORS ALLARD J2X недзе 
ai i 3 езе: 136 in Length: 163 in Weight a 
available for any Fiero. | | шенеді n Weight. 3800 bs Width 67 a Diva: рузхо си 
Detain Ford or Chewy Ve Drivetrain: GM Và КИ Chassis: ladder type. 


бшп sto GM 
Base Prce: KE 512,500, Tukey $45,500 — 
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\ 
support and patronage gm 
which has enabl 


expand our 
models to 5 models by 
adding our new line of 
STREET RODS 
(34 FORD AND 
^41 WILLYS). 


м E 
Our new STREET RODS are desi Sum 2 
Waere esel дыру ө A ag eg 


Gelcoat finish (Color of your choice, no painting 
cting bodies (Our bodies and fenders will interchange 

fram: to choose from (Basic, Original 
sion and, also, Pro. Street with unlimited 
ез and many standard features). 


Vor уои сап отв ур оча (ертесі CLASSICS 
GUAR RE LICAR KITS. Sir William Lyons 
levels igi 


the ANTIQUE & 


Si only Colom 1-800-245-1310 


OR WRITE FOR FREE 
COLOR BROCHURE ез ы 


МАКЕ COR HAPPEN, 
and di; г әй . Сай us today 
snipe ANI ет 
DEALER INQUIRIES 
WELCOME 
AVAILABLE IN Күт OR TURNKEY. 


41 WILLYS 


WORLD'S FASTEST GROWING ` { 
REPLICA MANUFACTURER | Е 


ТОР 100 KITS 


KENNEDY HIGH-TORQUE 
STARTER 5 
The КЕР RS 92 starter for large 
Volkswagen Beetle or Bus engines 
actually was developed for engines 
as large as the 350ci Chevy on a 
Volkswagen transaxle. Said to pro- 
duce three times the torque of the 
stock VW starter motor, the RS 92 
is made from a Bosch SR92X with a 
special endplate. A double bolt pat- 
tern allows the unit to be rotated 
for clearance. Kennedy Engineered 
Products, Dept. KC09, 38830 17th 
St. E. Palmdale, CA 93550, 

805/272-1147. 


PRL 52 Mord 
Length: 146 in PRL 500K MERCEDES 
Length: 19 
Wich 77 

Weight: 1425 b ы 

Drvetrain: W complete 9 

Chassis: WW pon assembly 

Suspenso V 

Base Price: Kt $8500, Turkey 


05/350 v8 
Chassis: standard Ford or GM 
Suspen 
Rear: For 


Turnkey 549,50 


Prototype Research Ltd., Dept. КО 

arch Ltd., Dept. Koog, 
230 Albert St., Camphellford, Geese 
KOL 110, Canada, 705/653-4525 


PRL '55 BEL AIR CONVERTIBLE 
Length: 201 in 
Width: 68 in 
Height: 60 in 
Wheelbase: 115 in 
Weight: 2850 bs 
Drivetrain: 305/350 va 
Chassis: standard СМ 
sion Front: fulsize Chevy 
stock 


Base Price: Kit $9100, Turnkey $39,500 


REGAL T-BIRD 
Length: 1753 in 
Wal 028 
Heen: 5220 

eelase 102 i 
Weight оа 
Drivetrain: Ford vg 
Chassis: lada 


PRL '57 BEL AIR CONVERTIBLE 


‘Same specs 255 Bel Air above 
ront 
se ret Kit $9700, Roling Chassis $2500, Rear: Ford Mus 


: 
ustang ive aj 
Base Price: ase Turnkey S35 900 


Regal Roadster, Lta 
> Ltd., Dept. 
W. Beltline Hoy, Madison, M8801 


SPEEDWAY DELUXE 23 ISSN 


ROADSTER KIT 


SPEEDWAY VX '23 T KIT 


deren 67 or '68 WW Beetle Type 1 
Chass 


Suspens orsion bar, or cob 
Rear: t; custom collovers with 
radus 

Base Pr 


SPEEDWAY DELUXE '27 T 
ROADSTER KIT 


Wheelbase: 113 in 

Drivetrain: smallblock VB, automatic 

Chassis: lacdertype; cus 

Suspension Front: tube axe, crossieaf spring, 4bar 


radus rod 


Rear: Ford Sanch; custom hairp radius rods, 
chrome colovers 


Base Prce: Kit $2195 


27 TRACK T KIT 

Length: 139 in 
Width: 489 
Height: 435 in 
Wheelbase: 106.75 in 
Weight: 1500 bs 
Drivetrain: 4cyinder or уб 

assis laddertype: custom 


Pension Front: tube axe, crossieaf spring 
Rear: Ford 8-or inch, custom quarter epic 
al! Sbring/radus rod 
ase Price: Kt $2095 


"eie c 


TOP 100 KITS 


Drivetrain: Ford or GM dee, V6 or V8 
Chassis: adder syne 

Suspenson Front: Mustang 

Re stang ve ave 

Kit $8999. Turnkey $29,900 


е Motor Car 
KC09, 9124 Sikes Cow Р 
Brooksville, FL 34601, 9 


TOTAL А 


Lengt 


1035 
2468 05 
2] 
Chassis: custom. 
Susperscn Front 


Base Pri 


THE 
COBRA ALTERNATIVE 


Complete rebody Package for 1968-82 Corvette 
All Panels Fitted, Lighting é Trim Installed. 
EVERYTHING INCLUDED: * Gel-coated Body * Doors 
* Lids * Trim * Latches * Lighting * Windshield 

xhaust * Attaching Hardware * VHS 


* 57,995. F.O.B. 
over CARS BLT TO OROERDEALERS WELCOME 
Т.К. W/ DONOR CAR$13,595 
[COMPLETE T.K.'S $17,995 - 521,995) 
AST солт DSTROBUTON 
VENE AEN 
арыдан rm 


NEST COAST DISTRIBUTION 
Бе One 
8316 MELROSE AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90069 
зуе та) 


p MANUFACTURER: 552 MOTORCARS. LTD. 
gh WYZAGATO LANE, ANNA Wi 34408 


‘SPEEDWAY '32 LO-BOY TOTAL T ROADSTER 
ROADSTER KIT legis 130in 
Length: 129.2 5 55 
wea OS p ры 


645 bs 
л: Chevy or Ford VB 

ight n/a xd 

Drivetran: VB, automate ont inch dropped әде 
Chassis: ladderype; custom 

Suspension Front: tube axe, cross spring. 
Rear: Ford & or 9-nch, custom quarter eliptic 
leaf spring/radus rod 

Base Price: Kit $3495 


se: 


Speedway Motors, Inc., Dept. КС09, 
300 Van Dorn, Lincoln, NE 6 
402/474-4411 


i 
Е 
озн 

— 5 
ee 
Ee 
OIN мышы, 
RITU маан а лес, 
Base Price: Kit $12,000, Turnkey $35,000 


TMM 38 SPECIAL 


— 715-449-2141 


Absolutely Authentic 
Original Specification 
Cobra Instruments 


Even SC Counterclockwise Speedometers 


Nonger stocks a ful range of origina! 
mins style instruments, геро Hellings 
‘Xe Cleaners, aluminum cal air boxes Jor 
the Cobra restorer and in replicar bui 

г over 40 years Nisonge has aiso boon 
бе prólessnars choice or e rebuldg 
ina and Ssh aeger gauges, 
эз and ve! pumps 

Enthusiast, rade and wholesale quiis 


ШТІ 


Instrument Sales à Service 


Mamaroneck Ave. 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 


Length: 160 in. 
Width: 68 in 
Height: 52 in 
Wheelbase: 110 in 
Weight: 2000 bs 


‘Phone (954) 381.1952 
Pax (914) 261-1953 


ТОР 100 КІТ5 


all 
your parts needs 
Cobra and GT40 parts 
Lowest prices 
Integrity Coach Werks has 
_What you аге looking for 
give us a call and experience 
the Integrity Difference 


| 

| 

| 

| TOTAL 32 HIGHBOY ROADSTER 
| Length: 1 

| 


con body 


| Total Performance, Ine. 
| 400 S. Orchard St. Rte. 5, Wall 
| CT 06492, 203/265-7107 


pt. КСО9, Roadia у Inc., Dept. КС09, PO, 
г Box 22617, Milw 


Coach Werks Inc. 
Бат to Spm EST 


407-288-0068 | 
ч 


WARP FIVE STARSHIP 
Length: 200 m 


cle 
е; spaceframe 

cycle 

Chassis $8995, Turnkey 


800-827-7455 


Engines 
Transmissions 
Differentials 
Parts 


AR 
a division of ... 


ame» 


BENE ТААСИ 
P. 0. Box 650 
Jasper, IN 47547 


агр Five Engineering, Dept. КО, 


Roanoke Dr., Blue Sprin 
64014, 516 228.2060 Blue Springs, MO 


VINTAGE CLASSIC SPEEDSTER 
pesce EEDSTER 


dee B4 in 
Weight: 1600 bs 
Drivetrain: VW 


Base Pree: ts 
Г Е 
dente 10598000, Font Chassis 52500, 


Vintage Sj 
Centralia, Reser бер. KC09, 12119 
310/402-4334 ardens, CA 90716, 


ТОР 100 KITS 


wende looking гері 


y the newly reformed manufac 
turer using the original drawings, specif 
cations and tooling. The catalog features 

an 2000 items, including Cobra 
p as lights and an 
expanded range of electrical acces 
Sories, trim, brightwork, fuel systems, 
seating and more, all with photographs 
and illustrations. For a catalog t 
Brooklands inc. Dept. КСО9, 503 
Corpo 1500 N.W. 62nd S. Ft 
Lauderdale, 


НЕАТ5 ОМ 

Need a heater to fit under the dash of 
your kit? This self-contained, compact 
unt measures only 9% inches long, 7 
inches wide and 6 inches deep, small 
enough for almost all kits and street 
rods. it uses either recirculated air or an 
optional fresh-air port, and defroster 
vents are available, too, in chrome or alu 
minum, The base price is $215.45, and 
a two-speed fan switch is required. Also, 
for Classic Roadsters, Ltd. Cobra own 
you're having trouble obtaining 


curd 


BUG STUFF 

For all you owners of VW Beetle-based 
kits, it’s good to have a one-stop shop- 
ping source for upgrades and stock 
replacement items. Look no further than 
Vee Dub Parts Unlimited, which offers en 
extensive line of parts in a 250 page cat: 
Try a set of spiffy chrome VW 
vheels with logo caps, coupled to a 
font sc brate kit and sway bars. Vee 
Dub also offers VDO, Neal Products and 
other goodies too numerous to list here. 
Vee Dub Parts Unlimited, Dept. КС09, 

404 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, 
СА 92647, 714/848 8868. 


WE HAVE IGNITION 

Highperformance kit cars may benefit 
from MSD lgnition's billetaluminum HEI 
distributor that features an inductive igni 
tion built into its 
base. MSD Г 
claims more 
horsepower, east 
er starting and a | 
much higher rom 
range over stock | 
and modified | 
HEIs. For street 
use, add a stan- | 
dard GM vacuum 


ге bars or sidepipes, KSA stocks а advance, 9455 
number of these and other components en pank 
that сап help you complete your kit, COS. 2 1709 Т 
Ken's Specialty Auto, Dept. КС09, RR ord Paso. TX 
#1, Box 1360, Windfall Rd., Utica, NY 7 Te 9 36 1 
E 915/8655500 
COBRA AIR CLEANERS cue 


tion Stellings and Hellings 
8%-inch foam-element air в Ў 
cleaners. Priced at $69.95, 
these concourse quality 
units were fitted as origi- @ 
mal equipment on all 427 
Cobras and other high- 


performance cars from the 


In addition to its fine line of Smiths gauges, Nisonger now has reproduc- 


ENGINE ADAPTERS 
for VW & Porsche based kit cars. 
V8, V6, and most 4 cyl. 
ines can be used with one of 60 
different kits. In addition we make 


kits to fit Audi, Subaru, Toronado, 
Corvair, Hewland & ZF transaxles. 
Also rotary to B/W 1 


popular kit shown here fits 
Capri & Mustang 2.8 V6, Ranger & 
Bronco 2.9 V6, also Ford & Saab 
V4. Basic Kit includes adapter, fly 
wheel, pilot bearing bolts. Stronger 
clutch and starter are optional. 
Informative Brochure 
Kennedy Engineered Products 
38830 17th St. East, Palmdale. CA 93560 


INTERNATIONAL 


РО Вох 14052 NE. Plaza, Sarasota. FL 34278 


BODY KITS START AT $4500 
COMPLETE TURNKEYS 
$19,900 

GM Technology using (һе 
1982-1992 Camaro/Firebird 
chassis. This kit is an easy to 
build attention getter 

with unlimited performance 
options. 


|| MAKE YOUR DREAM |] 
AREALITY! 


LL Financing avaiable 
Toll-Free Order Line 


|_| 1-800-TO-LUCAS 


W. Coast 805-565-5842 
Canada 705-725-8125 
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Integrity Coach Werks, Inc., manu- 
facturer of the Integrity 427 Cobra 
and КУА GT40, is now offering the 
Stewart Warner 180mph black-faced 
mechanical gauge that runs counter- 


clockwise, just like on the original 
Cobras. The speedo retails for 


utor for Faria and Classic Instrument. 
gauges. Integrity Coach Werks, Dept. 
KC09, 2802 S.E. Monroe St., Stuart, 
FL 34997, 800/884-4840. 


$129.95, or is available in a set of six |, 
for $349.95. Integrity is also a distrib- É 


“” 


SMART STRUTS 
Corvette ci 


SSR ee 


ELIMINATION ROUND 


To help make modifying an existing 
auto body easier, Motor Guard offers the 
Eliminator, a tool for removin, 
decals and molding adhesives fr 
panels with no burning or discoloration. 
The flexible, heatabsorbing unit attaches 
10 your drill and acts as ап eraser to 
remove unwanted material. Motor Guard, 
Dept. КС09, 580 Carnegie St., Manteca, 
CA 95337, 209/239.9191 


s 
E 
CLUTCH PLAYER Б 


CI 
Centerforce has just introduced a new wi 


Clutch designed to improve performance f 
of the '94 5.0-liter Cobra Mustang 
According to Centerforce, the new appli 
cation (PN DFO21057) has more torque- 
holding capacity than any other 10.5-inch 
64 KIT CAR 


CLEAN CLEANER 


inch dual oval styles. For a Catalog, 

$5 to Speedway Motors, Dept Col 
Р.О. Box 81906, Lincoln, NE 68501! 
1906, 402/474-4411 


of a multilink system ул 
direct bolton s om Vette Re? 
and Products. The user can change to 
late-model Mustang clutch. Mi : пу degree of contes, te 
Industries, Centerforce Clutch Division, РУО point to any degree of camber, which 
KCO9, Р.0. Box 980, fendi А р 1 сар» ing spon е, 
А 92655-0980, 9 handing and more even tire wear. The 
СА 9265550880, 714/898447 comes with a bracket, adjustable strut 


and either polyurethane bushings or heavy 
duty spherical rod-bearing ends. Vette 
Brakes and Products, Dept. 
30th Ave. № 
800/237-999. 


THE LOW-DOWN 

Protech Products’ new Proramps allow 
easier access to the underside of lo 
ered vehicles such as kit cars, street 
rods and sports cars. The lightweight 
ramps can hold up to 4 tons and feature 
two-level construction to prevent lowered 
Cars from slipping. They provide 9 inches 
of arance and are available in sets of 
two. Protech Products, Dept. КС09 
12659 Kodiak Ln., Grass Valley, СА 
95949, 800/392-1242, ы 


—— 
With a low. profile design ani 
rofi gn and low 
poise, the Whipplecharger supercharger 
gives a stock appearance while provid- 
ing improved performance to late model 
М small-block Chevy V8. 
said lä sions-legal, bolton package is 
aing 10 Offer horsepower and torque 
ins of up to 50 percent between 1800 
m without internal engine 
е twin-screw compres: 
Bog еп Mounts to the stock throttle 
Ind requires no distribu- 
hood modification. Also 
uel-pressure gauge, а 
back өзге, tuned headers end CAT- 
Contact Wout: For more information, 
t Whipple Industries, Dept. КС09, 
lea 

209/445. 2 t'. Fresno, CA 93722, 


If engine dress. UPS suit your bi 

tyle, Speedway Motors offers a bil 
luminum air cleaner with a polishes 
jal-milled top. Designed for small-block 
hevy applications, the cleaners come 
ith a reusable filter and are available iy 
2inch single, 154псһ single, and 17}, 


КС09, 


КС09, 76 Monroe St 


WRENCHING DECISION 
When spinning wrenches on a prized 
kit car, protect the finish of chromed, 
stainless, anodized or painted nuts and 
ith plastic wrench/socket inserts. 
from Protech Products. The set includes 
11 standard and 14 metric sizes іп а 
Plastic case, The inserts are designed 
with a flange to help protect areas sur 
rounding the nut or bolt. Protech 
Products, Dept. КС09, 12659 Kodiak 
Ln., Grass Valley, CA 95949, 800/392- 
1242. 


HOLY COW 

With its leather: 
like seat covers, | 
Auto Accessories 
of America offers a |) 
money-saving way 
to complete а 770: 
93 Corvette interi- 
or. The synthetic 
Covers resemble 
the grain, feel and 
Construction of 
leather seats (“Just 
as divine as bovine," the company 
Claims) and are available in all of the orig- 


Builders of the very finest —— 
Cobra, Daytona Coupe and ’36 Ford pickup 
ductions. Our track record for producing show-quality and race- 
idy Cobra replicas is unrivaled. From a mild street machine to a ten- 
3 legal rocket, we will build the very finest dream car for you. 
ages also available. Call today! 
55 York Delta, Unit J 
Cleveland, Ohio 44133 
(216) 582-5444 + (216) 582-5455 FAX line 
For Information Packet, Mail $5.00 


EASY ASSEMBLY PRICE 
98800 US 


*e TUAN KEYS ALSO АЦЕ 
tW CORVETTE 

ШШДЕ 
ela mitur 


elit 25 05 


ЕТІ 


AUTOMOTIVE AFFAR 
1009 WONDERLAND AD. 
LONDON ONTARIO 
CANADA e NGK VI 


1-519-668-1499 


inal colors and styles. They also are said 


с 


ишге comforts includ 


power everything, cruise cor 


‘matic i 


ate the 
mobile 


age 
requirements of 


sed extensive throug 
Amor include arr conditoning 


ges and deep le carpet cre У 
Sofie nally ee 
eee eee 
len lora brochure or og ered a $5.0 
HERITAGE CLUB тм 
"t Tiere Place, Frazce, MN 56544 
cn 2183343600 Fax 
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to cost up to 40 percent less than the 
real thing. Auto Accessories of America, 
Dept. KCO9, Rt. 322, Box 427, 


Boalsburg, РА 16827, 800/458-3475. 


THAT'S A WRAP 


Protect those hoses and wiring from 
under. hood heat with Thermo-Shield wrap 
from Thermo-Tec. Made of high-silica 
fiber with a metalized mirror finish and an 
adhesive back, the product wraps like 
tape around hoses and wiring and 
requires no disassembly of the compo: 
nents. Thermo-Tec, Dept. КСО, Р.О. Вох 
946, Berea, ОН 44017, 800/274-8437, 


BEAUTY IN THE BAG. 

For kit cars on the show circuit, 
California Car Cover Company offers a 
tote bag filed with almost all the carcare 
products you'll ever need: Boyd's alu: 
minum and wheel polish, auto shampoo, 
tire dressing, and wheel cleaner; Blitz 
carnauba 
cleaner; 12 cotton towels and a 
California Mini duster. A separate pocket 
is large enough for the com 
Original California Car Duster. Bags 
come in gray, burgundy, blue or black 
nylon. For a catalog, send $3 to 
California Car Cover Company, Dept 
КС09, 21125 Superior St, Chatsworth, 
CA 91311, 800/4235525. 
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RELAY TEAM 


An electric cooling-fan relay суз 
from Ron Francis" Wire Works can mao 
updating a kit car's cooling system easi 
er. The unit provides a circuit breaker 
and relay protection in one and measures 
coolant temperature in the water jacket, 
which provides better accuracy and prop. 
er operation of the electric fan. The sys 
tem is suitable for multiple fans. For 
more information, contact Ron Francis 
Wire Works, Dept. KCO9, 167 Keystone 
Rd., Chester, PA 19013, 800/292-1940 
or 610/485-1937. 


squeeze thot big block where he sic 
hondy adapter, run Ве ines to our “relocation soon 


at ony convenient spotin your engine compartment 


got a igrpefomonce look, high-performance 
"ilrofion ond you never hove to crawl oround under 
‘Your Machine to де! to the filter, 

The odopte kits ore mode fom highly 
bol burnished clomicumr castings ond ore. 
суоїоЫе to fit most populo Me 
For your “relocation station,” see your Mc. Gasket. 
dealer order cu cao бб! 


HAI 
BEEN] o 


Put yout of fier right where you want it with Mr. Gosket’s new rl location Кір! 
‘lobe in ether single or бий itt tyes thes kis make ol dones аде 
while йіп о touch fs to your engine comport 

Great For ised Swaps. Sometimes, there's just no room when you 

ed to be: Just bolt on our 


xd you've got 


camverin fout performance. Aod you con mount ће fler cap A 


Perfect For Increased Oil Capacity and Filtration. If үде 
of happy withthe wimpy fiter that: come with your engine, you con easily 
instal our kit ond switch to o larger one, c even two. Then you've 


Applications ie ol 
рер реботохе 
vides dodo ight 
ficis діт 


Premium quolily components 
ensue moximum лену ond 
dependobiity: 


See or bal performance cute or cll 
— 
Our name meor 


AES excitement! 


BOSS BRACKETS 

se to the growing popularity 
of kits and specialty vehicles from the 
50 and 608, Alan Grove Components 
has developed а line of low-profile air 
conditioning compressor and alternator 
brackets for small- and big-block Chevy 
engines. The brackets are designed for 
any vehicle with low hood clearance and 
a wide engine compartment. Made of 
heavy-gauge steel, the brackets come 
with all hardware and illustrated instruc 
tions. For more information, contact Alan 
Grove Components, Dept. КС09, 27070 
f Rd., Louisburg, KS 66053, 


PLASTIC POLISH 

To help restore and maintain the clarity 
of plastic items such as Cobra windwings 
and visors and convertible rear windows, 
Meguiar's offers Mirror Glaze Мо. 18 
Clear-plastic cleaner and polish. The one- 
step, spray-on product is said to remove 
Surface contamination and minute 
Scratches. More serious damage may 
require Meguiar's No. 17 — а twopart 
system that removes fine scratches — 
or Meguiar's Clear Plastic Defect 
Removal System for deep scratches and 
major defects. For more information, 
Contact Meguiar's, 800/347-5700. 


BUDGET 350 REBUILD 
For circle-track racers in "claimer" 

ses and performance enthusiasts 
1o buid a powerful, economical 
engine, Lunati has introduced a budget 
priced rebuild kit for the 350ci Chevy 
е. The kit is said to produce more 
han 400 horsepower, depending on 
суйпдег heads and intake system. It con- 
sists of a set of pistons with pins, Sealed 
Power moly rings, Michigan 77 bearings, 
а FelPro gasket set, а Melling oil pump 
and a timing-chain set. The Lunati 
Bracket Master Il cam and hydraulic 
lifters are available in a variety of pro 
files. Lunati, Dept. КС09, Р.0. Box 
Memphis, TN 38181-0021, 
0950. 


MUSTANG II PARTS. Я б 
Road Tech specializes in performanci 
suspension components for kit cars and 
race cars, particularly those built on the 
popular Mustang li suspension. The pod 
uct line includes а bolt-on сойоуег shoc! 


ID ON PIT 
WISS 
(QUOTE 


LOOK FOR THESE 
FEATURES IN FUTURE 
ISSUES OF 


SPECIAL 
COLLECTOR'S 
EDITION: 


FUTURE KITS—shapes 
of Things to Come 


PLUS! KIT CAR 
HISTORY 


PERMET 
MARTIN, JAGUAR 


COBRA TECH INFO 


MORE FIERO 
REBODIES 


brake 
bsorber, tubular control arms, 
packages ‘and more. The RT-M2027 col. 
ver features a ve 
Sai cone-shaped spring that fits ш 
Stock perch. The kit also comes wit! 


locity-sensitive shock) Ё 


Snodized coilover hardware and ше- 


ings. Road Tech, Dept. КС09, 
RO. 9er 525 Wylie, TX 75098, 
214/442:0187.КС 
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Ne 


to or even below the origi 


H examples certainly do not represent о 
WhenBuyinga ату бол cars Just the kate 


problems. Saving a few hundred dol 


i descri 6 il should be obvious the kit market is not ^ п à 

Used You described. Also, it s S ned ax tad lY quan, lars initially for a few missing parts 
C Kit Car, Yo that an unfinished Countach replica tified ts used production barg F 
an Find Some for less than $4000 probably needs а theres по К” value for k yourself hiring a machinist at $100 
lot of work, and perhaps more than vertheless, we did a little gn "its an hour to fabricate them. Or per- 


haps the particular donor car isn’t 
as much in demand. For instance 


Real Bargains, few parts are missing. Still, you сал and came up with a genera) peng 
ite 


save yourself a lot of money buying  guide—see box). You 


but How Do You direct from a kit owner. Why so? f time and work by finding the ¢ Fee Ford ere mus more 
і It has been estimated that ав you want already аввет © atalar as the. fourccylinder 
à semble? popular th 
Avoid the many as one-third to one-half of all Whether you're looking f jos model, and a Volkswagen Beetle 
Bombshells? t cars sold don't get assembled—at ished car, unfinished n. with a swing-axle setup is much less 
ы least not by the original purchaser. thing in between, there's preferred than one with an indepen- | 
M People sometimes lose their enthusi- place to use the expression < dent rearend. 
By Tim Williams asm about building a kit car after beware." So take careful no | 


several long, hot weekends in the these tips, and you just mi 
ooking for a good price on а garage. Others may suddenly realize the deal of a lifetime. 
kit car? Check this one out: that they are not as mechanically 
“Unfinished Countach $3500 inclined as they thought. Whatever @ DO Compare Prices 

Sound too good to be true? the reasons, these motivated sellers How do you measure wh 


i you have a lot of ingenuity, you may want to acquire a kit bit by bit, such as th 
рга body that listed for only $450. 9 it by bit, such as this 


about this one: "Cobra, Body can be the ticket to your best deals, not something is a bargain? One it as getting your kit assembled for price. If it's because there are prob | 
Sales $80 etd Tores another st be warned What y à believe to good rule of thumb on a turn-key car free. Even if it’s a little rough lems with quality or assembling the 
Берсе 930 Turbo Replica: $7500." be your dream саг may end up as is to compare the asking price with around the edges, you can spend kit, the question then becomes 
xamples your worst nightmare іп a box. What what you estimate your cost would your time detailing rather than whether or not the price is suffi 


taken from actual published ads. follows ar 

k al publ ads. follows are some pointers to help you be to build the kit yourse 
Deals like these highlight the poten- find that rose among the thorns. cai 1 
tial buying opportunities out there Кеер in mind, to, that good buys 
in the used kit car market. Now are not limited to unfinished kits Г 
in the used kit са à ted to unfini consider it a good dea 
don't misunderstand—a paper route Completed, ready-to-drive cars сап ing it is in reasonably ро i 

still won't buy a kit car, and these sometimes be found at prices equal tion and put together well) Think 


from scratch with a new ciently low to compensate for these 


you 
buy the same or similar ¢ 

the ват similar car 
ready assembled for 


Check out the fiberglass carefully— 
not all plastic is perfect, or even 
acceptable. 


€ DON'T Buy Bad Fiberglass 
One of the first things you'll want. 
to look at is the quality of the fiber- 
glass. There are good and bad fiber- 
glass bodies, and varying degrees of 
both. Look out for fiberglass that is 
rigid and brittle. This happens when | 
too much resin is used during the | 
layup process. Fiberglass should | 
have some flexibility so it won't 
crack. You should also avoid warped 
or wavy fiberglass. This usually 
d happens when the body or part is 
peer "ram 'emoved from the mold before it's 
Especi ifficult kits, consider buying a completed car. This removed from the meld be 
шан renga was sed for $2,080 but the ce dropped 1 ЫЫЫ Die paor ual. М bubbles or 
en nt cheap te car was ished and needed no work and appeared SOLUS Sher way of en 


box of parts. And, make no mista 
even the “easy” kits are rarely all 
that easy to build. 


* DON'T Necessarily Go for the 

Lowest Price 

Sometimes a “distress sale” 
means you're the one who'll end up 
feeling distressed. Avoid pitfalls by 
asking fundamental questions such 
as: Are any parts missing? Is the 
manufacturer still in business? Is 
the quality of the fiberglass accept- 
able? These may seem like obvious 
Points to consider, but the obvious 
тау be overlooked in the excitement 
of finding an “incredible deal.” If a 
Price sounds too low, assume the 5 
Worst. Find out why the seller is Тһе owner of this unfinishe 
motivated to ask such a ridiculous and initially advertised it for 


id Fiero-based Countach replica lost interest in the kit, 
57900, but that was later changed to “Bring all offers. 
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Let'$ Make 


A Déal 


ing substandard glasswork. These 
can ruin a good paint job, largely 
because they tend to expand when 
it’s hot, causing bumps in the finish. 
Shine a strong light behind the 
fiberglass and watch for color 
changes that may indicate the pres- 
ence of air pockets. Also, sight along 
the panels from different angles, 
checking the alignment and looking 
for ripples or a cloth pattern (this 
indicates a “print-through” of the 
fiberglass). Don’t assume you can 
repair any of these problems with 
just a little Bondo and sanding. 

Most of them can not be corrected 
without a great deal of time and 
expense, if at all 


* DO Note Telltale Signs 
Look for indications of wear in 
areas where they occur the most. 
For example, worn spots on the 
brake and clutch pedals may tell 
you more about the car's mileage 
than the odometer. Uneven tire 
wear might indicate larger problems 
associated with improper frame or 
suspension alignment. New 
may indicate that the seller 
want you to see the old ones. A good 
look under the car is a must, so be 
sure to bring coveralls and а flash- 
light. Check clearances. Is the oi] 
pan high enough to avoid speed 


ers show signs of tires rubbing? If 
the nose of the ca 


front end scraped the grc 
the entire fiberglass nos 


mechanic inspect the spark plugs, ав well 
crankcase oil, and cool 


closely at the weld beads. Are they on the kit 
smooth, with adequate material? 


Are there any signs of cracks? keep @ DON'T Get Horsepower H 


in mind that the structural 
you may take for granted on a pro- 
duction car may be questionable on Both 
а custom-built car. 


if the owner h, 


as maintenance re 
ng and not only help 
exhaust systems. If the car is built also says something 
оп a custom or modified frame, look amount of care—or lack c 


egrity Ап overpowered, pumpe 
like a musclebound ste 


ге temperamental and unreli 
able. The car may get you 


PRICE GUIDE TO USED KITS 


Mercedes 500k/540K 17,500-$40,0( 
мет NS) $t7500:40000 


lability. Kit cars represent a wide vari- 
"of products. This chart is not a 
rehensive listing, and the infor- 
ed IEAA itis based on 
BS appearing in 
Қ бап 


COBRA REPLICAS EXOTIC REPLICAS 
5 lock V8. 516,000 - 535,000 Stock Fiero Rebody 
ХЫ lock VB. $20,000 - $55,000. Stock Corvette. Rebody. 
e Nonford engine depresses value; indepen: Camaro/Firebird Reboch 
A ‘fear suspension adds value; low authenticity Modified Fiaro 2) 
сори ‘Custom paint job preferred over (V8 engine, eed 
Custom. Chassis ang 
VINTAGE VEHICLES eye Re 


$6000-$15,000 
д aguar ee 512200319000 
Mercedes sse, 55000-51700 
$12,000-$19,000 
$14,000-$20,500 
$15,000-$25,000 


(Countach, Ferrari) 


Chassis). $18,000-$30,000 
Drivetrain $25,000-$50,000 


id aggravation... t 
Should be your top p 
e re writing to 
car buyer's guide... take it from both of 
Should be in the shape of a life preserver! 


“the Eighth Edition is an all-n 


rity. "m 


explanation ofthe cars featured.” — — 


“The Complete Guide to Specialty Cars lets you thumb through 
and see the vast array of kit cars available... this book is required 
reading for anyone getting into the kit car market.” 


“For over a decade The Complete Guide to Specialty Cars has 
been universally hailed as the BIBLE of the kit car industry. And 


for good reason.” eres wa pun Gneci o | 
fom an alid Kit car consumer whe sas 


only wish that ГА bad your guide before 1 
bought my Ett. 1 thought I xas getting bargain. 

atte top ofthe page youl зе quotes and raes by respected 
Ste kitcar da clon ad өй ш ca erts 
jist ie you V space реттей, we codd display hundreds 
ше Tg Complete ide to есі Cars has been the 1 

Va pulo pches ran about Ki 

f Editon в arando ош 
personaly compiling. wrung and photographing for 
this b de ever Since e very Dm aon. Is what T do; 


dnd atl rica hat you should do url, bc 


What's in it for you to order a copy of this big kit сағ 

guide? Everything. Read on. 

‘Ifyou wish to porchase or build your own dazzling replicar 
ona limited budget, order this guide. 

“Пуш want to sec and read about every kit in the industry, 
with each kit showcased and reviewed not by te manuf 
turer, but by us if jou want to see hundreds of excellent 
photographs and get the facts instead of the hype, order 
"hls guide non. 


"I yo ke 1o берег 
been warning oer readers about for ove 
lage hit adverse tat generates vell vcr 90% ef e com. 
plas weve received бе бе past several years, read all 
"bou itin dis uide And, normae, nowhere e 

“you're sending 55 here and 510 there о collect india 
тааз of propaganda, you would spend over $1,000 10 
Cole informa on tery t in he indus. Зор what 
You're doing and for only $21.95 ри һе siam on very ki, 
ішіне exc and every oe sou ie scoping out 
Төл also get a ШІ Showcase on all of the kis: vol dis- 
сла шейт kis tia you won see or ай abont 
етуде else, көлі get oue vidlyarchimed “70 Golden 
Rules" car consumer s, and ou pet my suit tk 
ол what to do and what дейі doing, You вс dene 
on-packed fcaure anicls, үзі get vo diferent direct- 
опе and a Performance Guide есіп And you get your 
төлеу worth many Umes ve. 

"iym thnk ye gig ae a bundle b oui na 
FVI! price, Зор what you're 

doing and order this guide, None. Before you (һәй 

Your deposit for dt sped deal 


our years a singe 


OUR 
H what promised you here, 
Specialty Cars doesa't pay you 
Sedo and Digger бшшш, 
full refund. 


incestment you ever made. 


for a kit car and you want to save money and 
en getting your hands on this big Guide 


ay Thank You (times 1,000) for your excellent kit 
your Guides logo 


, 104-page extravaganza... the 
Showcase sections boast sparkling photography and a thorough 


isnt all uat and far more, if your Complete Guide to 


then send it back for a 
You hav ythi ло рїп and nothing ю Jose бы f 
8 e түе 5 


spent for our big kit car guide to be be very 


bumps? Do the insides of the fend. @ DONT Forget to Ask fo 

heck out any 
low(suchason relating to the kit 
a Countach replica or street rod), brochures, parts lists 
check for signs of chipping or serap- manuals 
ing. (We once drove a rebodied Fiero Manufacturer's 
out of a parking lot, and when the Certificate) of Origin 
dit split item should th 
at the In addition, 
wheelwells). If you're not especially organized file on all the 
savvy about engines, have a supplies pu 


sve Rare Chap Il v. 


мак mean Jore MJ 


‘Youll discover бе 3 most 
common cost mistakes 
make... and box уәкі 
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Cabras ж 5% Corvettes Ж (1, 


ө rebadies Ж Vint; | 


GUARANTEE 


back a hundred times over, Iit doesn't save you big 


(Curt Scot, Publisher 


Маке sure [ 
you know 

how many 

more parts 

and, how | 

much wor 

will be re- е 
quired to 

get the kit 

the | N 


Let'$ Make 
А Déàl 


the quarter-mile in 12 seconds or 
less, but it may not get you to work. 
Cobra replicas in particular show 
ymptoms of excess. Keep in mind қ 
that kit cars tend to be much lighter 

than most cars, and you simply may 
not be able to use all that extra 
power—you'll be literally spinning 
your wheels. Also, a hi-po engine is 
often not all that “streetable.” The 
e may be rough, the cooling 
tem insufficient, and the throttle. 


TIPS ON SELLING YOUR USED KIT 


Но" bout the other sie ofthe coin? Тһе focus of this arti- 
cle has thus far been on buying opportunities, but seling a 
kit car warrants some special considerations as well. Good 
preparation and common sense wil have a big effect in maxi- 
mizing your final sale price. 


% DONT Present Your Kit as a Basket Case 

Make sure its clean and enticing to buyers. Nobody wants 
to clean up someone else's mess. Correct any minor problems 
before you show the car. If it has problems you would rather 
not fix (perhaps due to costs); price the car accordingly and be 
Bare to point out these problems to the buyer If you're caught 
being dishonest, you wil lose the buyer faster than you con 
#2) goodbye. Have all paperwork organized and accounted 
for, including sales literature, assembly manuals, M: 
receipts and maintenance records. The purchaser will want ts 
‘See as much documentation as you can provide; 


© DO Be Patient 

There are blue book values for most cars, even classics and 

Collectibles. These at least give buyers and sellers а Teferehce. 
nt to consider, There are no blue book values for kit core 

Therefore, prices are generally determined simply by hew you 


attitude that you're not in any. particular hurry to sell it. You 
Probably get a lot of enjoyment from the car, so don't feel 


Pressured to sell it. When you place an ad for the Car, think of 
yourself as going fishing. You may get a bite, or you may not, 
Sooner or later, patience usually pays off. 


© DO Advertise in the Right Places 

lf you're fishing for tuna, you wouldn't go to a pond, 
Likewise, if youre fishing for high-end buyers, don't focus your 
advertising in places that target kit car enthusiasts. Advertise. 
the car in places where expensive and collectible cars are 
Showcased. One strategy might be to place ads in places 
Where the genuine car would likely be advertised. Make points 
like “the look and feel of the original, with all the dependabity 
and comfort of а modern automobile.” Also, try promoting 
your car at local events or where weltheeled types frequent 
On the other hand, don't try to pass off à SOW's ear as a silk 
purse. И iis а cheap"n'cheerful kit car, price it and describe К 
as such, Plenty of folks are looking for just this sort of vehicle, 


© DONT Put on a Premium Price Tag Within the Kit Car 
Market 


Kit car enthusiasts are knowledgeable buyers, and are {ат 
iar with what's availa z aha cobra 


advertised for, and figure accordingly, 
Premium parts ог special ‘treatments. 


КІТ CARS FOR SALE BY PRIVATE OWNERS 
CUSTOM BUILD YOUR OWN KIT FOR UNDER $1000 
KIT CAR SHOPPING ON VIDEO TAPE 


i je inning ХК120. 
"Ре seen some good deals in KIT CAR CLASSIFIEDS, | saved a bundle on a project car I found and I also sold my show winning 
445% lo place ads free of charge is great! Гуе made many new contacts, Thanks for this valuable service" Mike Moore - Wash. D.C 


"AUTO BODY CONSTRUCTION SIMPLIFIED has given me a clear ‘grasp 


of fiberglass construction and repair methods. I’ve always 


wanted to build my own design. The many photos and diagrams make the subject clear and understandable." Jose Maneio - El Poso, TX 


$ i ideo provi il than photographs. It’s 
"| enjoyed THE COMPLETE KIT CAR BUYER"S VIDEO GUIDE. Seeing the cars on video. provides much more. диш! я 
Meg a private sales presentation from many different companies right in the comfort of my living room." Dole Bar - Irvine, CA 


KIT CAR CLASSIFIEDS: 
IT CAR BUYER'S AB moli advertise featuring kis BUILD YOUR DREAM 
K fr saleby pt owners Lats of good des KIT FOR UNDER $1000! 
VIDEO GUIDE on conglled cars, os wel es many пивний. . 


What would you rather see. 
still photos or live action video? 
Over 20 kis featured Specs, prices 
& estimated assembly times provided. 
See live action detailing some of the 

. mos popular Kits on the marke, 


projects. You соп literally save thousands of dollars! 


ропе is under 55001! Whitten by well 
known plastics engineer John Wils, this 92 
роде ow o" manool shows how to custom 
build your own bodies and molds. 
100 carefully selected photos. 


60 min. Vi 


The Complete, 


| Kit Car Buyer's 
Video Guide 


4 car for sole, we wl rn your od 
m in i Cor Gases дину 
‘er FREE! би eel io provide 
med our subscribers with as many 


Wiesen 
$ pei euer 


pce —— 
| 


| ORDER BY PHONE = 
1 (804) 743-2118 ne ones "т 


hrs 
Have your card ready sity E 
| calling. Our system will prom] 
vou to select one of the following extensions. 


| KIT CAR CLASSIFIEDS EXTENSION 14 
| KIT CAR BUYER'S VIDEO — EXTENSION 16 
| AUTO BODY MANUAL EXTENSION 17 
| EvERYT 


If you have o kitor specially 


new listings es possible. Just 
send your ad copy and photo 
tothe address Ested below. 


ASA T ‘SAVE $6 It! 
|| ORDER BY MAIL Get everything 
KIT CAR CLASSIFIEDS 31600 on this 
tr gs | Page for 
KIT CAR BUYER'S VIDEO GUIDE $1995 ft $44.95 
V 315.95 2 DH 


0 BODY CONST. SIMPLIFIED 5 
— POSTAGE (Book or Video en) ETC 


jour name & complete malling 
address is writen ‘on your check or money order 


Box 34643 
Richmond, VA 23234 _____— 


l 

І 

| Westwood Publishing 
| 

| 


Let'$ Make 
response too binary either all or 
nothing. You could end up spendin; 
more time on tinkering and 
than actually driving the 


іп mind, too, that a high-horsepow 
engine requires a better cha: 


s higher insurance rates. 
Ask yourself how you really plan to 
use this road rocket before you strap 
yourself in the cockpit. 


* DON'T Rule Out Long- 

Distance Purchases 

Buying a car from out of state is 
not necessarily а problem 
Purchasing the car in person (or at 
least going to see it before money 
changes hands) is always the best 
course, but if that's not possible, ask 
the seller to send photograp 
and/or a videotape. (The video w 
give you a more detailed view. 80 
Contact a body shop or mechanic in 
the town where the car is loca 
(your local library should have 
Yellow Pages for most cities) and 
offer to pay them for a general 
inspection. Make up a list of specific 
items you want checked out. It may 
cost you $100 or so, but getting an 
opinion from someone who has no 
vested interest in selling you the саг 


is well worth it. Some shops may not 
be willing to send someone out, but 
have 


the seller should 


expense, consider it 
insurance, and it may save you 
travel money. You can easily send 
the shop a check or even 


ing a used kit, here's Dept. КС09 
a list of publications that Вох 205 
сап help you out: 
Kit Car Classifieds 
Dept. КС09 
Box 34643 
Richmond, VA 23234 
804/743-2118 Ext. 15 


800/334-1886 


Subscribers may also place Box 1108 


Kit Car Marketeer 
Dept. КС09 


Box 1337-PP UM aM 


74 KIT CAR. 


SOURCES FOR | толы Oneyear montny su Money Savers Group, | 
USED KITS КЕК resis. (800/255-1914). Offers 
А Specialty Саг тапу good tips оп both 
hether buying or sell ketplace buying and selling a kit 


Sioux Falls, SD 57101 


Advertises many speciatinterest 
Cars, but is not exclusive to kit 
cars, Ad rates are $17.50 for a 
Photo ad, 


Hemmin, 
Боқ лед el э ан News eee The Complete Guide to 
Plats omer, pros. free, Dept. KC09 Specialty Cars, Curt 


"Wanted" and "parts" ads tree of Bennington, VT 05201 Publishing, (805/251- 
N 2223). As the name sug- 
scription cosis $15, (йене зресантегезі cars gests, this book is primar- 


ОГ all types, including kit cars. 
Rates are $1750 or a photo ad. 


is listed. Classified ad rate ie However, it supplies loads 
50.60 per word. 


car. Although the focus іс 
primarily on buying from. 
manufacturers, this book. 
is loaded with tech tips 
and information on how to. 
build kit cars on a limited 
budget. 


Scott, $17.95, Crown 


ily a buyers’ guide to kit 
cars and manufacturers, 


Cars" categ 
of other valuable informa- 
tion, such as the kit car 
shopper's *10 Golden 
Rules." Now in its eighth 
edition, this book is a very 


good desk reference, 
ESSI 


Some owners are really anxious, and you may be able to strike a great bargain, 


т the phone with a credit card, If 
ler has objections, perhaps he 
thing to hide 


© DO Negotiate 
Chances are, the 
lready inflated the 
from what he or she 
to get for the car, so 
negotiate a lower pr 
and courteous, but do: 
dated. As a general rule, make an 
initial offer of at least 10 percent 
less than what's being asked. You 
can always go up, but never down. A 
good negotiator knows that if the 
first offer is accepted, it w: proba- 
bly too high. Remember, you are out 
Set the lowest price the seller will 
еги, and he's out to get the high- 
est price you are willing to pay 
While there is no doubt that buy- 
ing a used kit car can save money, 
the possibility of getting stuck with 
a bad kit is а real one. You гап 
reduce or even eliminate those 
risks, though, given the right knowl- 
edge. Bargains are out there foe the 
taking, especially on completed kits 
that saves lots of time and trouble 
in the garage Happy hunting! KC 


seller has 

sking price 
ly expec 

ways try 

^. Be polite 
be intimi. 


: : 
Bet your best price, ^ dont expect to 


ed its comfort 
and its shape. | 
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Today, they just rave about the price! 


In keeping with the past engineering triumphs, 
Classic Motor Carriages, the жо 
largest manufacturer of componen! Ж 
automobiles, has developed a БІН 
replica of the incomparable Gazelle. 


f owning this legend 

ou ever dreamed of o і 

сеа then now is the time to make 
our dream a reality and build your оул 


classic 1929 Gazelle. 305-625-9700 


FOR FREE BROCHURE CALL 


1-800-CLASSIC 


CLASSIC MOTOR CARRIAGES 


Factory Direct Prices! 
Limited Quantities 
£ - Easy To Build. 
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“This Shell Vall 


Риге Poison 
It We 


By Jim Youngs 


bands Cobra until after the 


Shell Valley re 
cockpit should be brief. As 


to admit, she does a better brake job than. 
he does, and she's very handy with uphol- 


stery treatments. 


Chris Vaughn's aim was to build a 
performance roadster himself and to 
do so with the least investmei 
sible. He wasn't, however, looking for 
something cheap; he just wanted a 


hris Vaughn very pregnant wi 
announced, as we got re 


quick spin to the photo locat: 
his would be her last ride in 


‚ЙА SUSPENSIO 


Components of the Shell 

Valley front suspension setup 
include tubular control arms, coil- 
over shocks, spindles, strut rods 
and a steering rack, plus the 
appropriate hardware to assemble 
the system. 


N PARTS 
ON PARADE 
A Quick Drill on 
Front-to-Rear Bolt-Up 
o verify Vaughn's description of the ease of the 
buildup, we visited the Shell Valley Motors plant to 


follow the installation of both the front and rear sus. 
| pension systems of its Cobra replica kit. Like many for the rear. 


FRONT AND CENTER 


manufacturers, Shell Valley offers several configura- 


tions of Cobra setups in several varying stages of 


The first step in assembling the 

Shell Valley front suspension is to 
attach the lower control arm to the 
chassis bracket with the supplied bolts, 
washers and nylox nuts. 


Completion. What you will see here із the company's 
basic four ink, live-axle rear setup and an indepen- 
dent front suspension using tubular control arms 
based on Mustang |І specifications. Shell Valley uses 
Coilover shocks at both ends of the chassis, disc 
brakes in front and drum brakes on a 
the rear. Shell Valley also offers a disc-brake setup 


inch Ford at 


Next, the upper А-апт is bolted 

to the brackets that are welded 
to the chassis with the supplied hard- 
ware. Shell Valley suggests using 
fender washers between the bracket 
and the cross-shafts to adjust toe-i 
You can use more or fewer washers 
to make the adjustments. ж» 


delivery of bank. H 
their first child. Judging by Lisas level of y P 
involvement in the construction of this 


„ her absence from the 


atisfied, after about a 


ars worth of effort tet well, and required only minor 


very forgiving, adjustments 


as glassed in or each 

as actually fun." 
to hear this sort 
a particular kit. 


trip to the junkyard, every 


оог was hung, It w 
(We're always glad 
of comment about 
Even his neighbor: 
changed their c 


overcrowded two-car 


project began with a kit from Shell 
ors (he paid $11,800) 
ded practically every. 
Із, tires, engin 
carpet and paint. 


lifters, Edelbrock Performer 
intake manifold and large- 
valve marine heads that 
Were ported and polished 
Manley stainless-steel valves 
and hardened 
(for unleaded gas) were also 
added, along with forged 
TRW pistons, a Magnafluxed 
crank to develop a 9. 


the space problem 
building a rolling 
оду above the chas. 
could roll the body 


thing but the wheel 
transmission, 


ly to hold the be 
sis. As needed, he 


that when the 
20-odd boxes 
arrived, plus the 
body, doors, hood 
and trunk lid, he 
was a bit over- 


right on. It is a 
gular-tube ladder- 
h side and tail 
ssmembers, About 
е encountered was 


undaunted. He 
simply rethought 
his timetable and 
jumped right in 
without having 


up by a C-6 tranny with а 
two-way valve body and per- 
formance kit and a custom 
torque converter. 

ur- nk suspen- 
Simple install, 
ineered fitment. 
ines were also done 
RAPHY: JIM YOUNGS 


building skills. 


For power, Vaughn found а "68 


Ford 460ci junkyard УВ that he and 
friend Dennis Sweeney rebuilt for 
roadster service, The block main- 
tained the stock bore a 
received a Crower cam, hydraulic 


4 stroke but 


carding them in favor of a set of cu 
tom Marc Weiss tubes which Vaughn 
considers an extra $500 well spent 

Since Southern California is where 
the Shell Valley car will spend its 
days, some experimenting with car- 
buretors was required to get the car 
emissions-certified. Finally, a new. 


ellite seats 


t 1 com- 
ession ratio and 475 
ses. The engine is backed 


Chris and Dennis strug- 


gled to make the supplied Like a lot of kit builders, 
headers work with the 460 garage, so he built a woot 
Package, but ended up dis- 


Chris was short on space in his 
деп dolly to hold the body above 


the chassis. 


line Holley 780 C.A.R.B. (California 
Air Resources Board) emissions-legal 
fuel feeder was bolted on and the car 
certified. Vaughn also had to track 
down an original 68 460 air cleaner 
to satisfy the inspectors. 

Although the Shell Valley kit is 
fairly complete, any project done 
properly will require some 
modifications and refine- 
ments to suit the owner. 


junkyard and local auto parts 
ponents and parts to satisfy 
right. He upgraded a lot of 
fabricated in his garage shop. 


He also saw a need to add 
some front-end body mounts 


some custom-fabricated steel 
straps and bushings. 


on Vaughn's Cobra, other than 


Vaughn recalls with a shiver 
the countless trips to the 


stores for a multitude of com- 
his needs and make the car 


the brackets with aluminum 


to tie the nose of the Cobra to 
the frame. That called for 


Other critical components 
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IROC EL CAMINO 
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| 

bi 
IP 
| зо 


| in 


TROC EL CAMINO PACKAGE | 
Fas 1978-987 Core 


+ Average Tine to Boi 
2 Prices Range om $1400 
150. ROC E! 
Receive 510000 


| 
h, 2600 Walnut, Suite A 
Д, Woes 


Tustin, CA 92680 
es 
G рена е 714-832-0752 


COBRA H- Tren 


“Amazingly like the 
half-million-dollar real thing” 
2 Ger and Driver 
like the Cobra | | 
stead of 0.095. Many of oursuspen- || 
iginals. Our fuel cell is molded to the 
Our foot boxes and pedal system аге || | 
imn, even the tum signal lever. ! 
E SS 
КЕ 


When Car and Driver сате to our shop, we showed our frame, 
original except stronger tubing, 0.125 wall 
sion components are interchangable with ori 
original 18 - gallon shape, then foam filled. 
identical to originals, So's our steering colu; 

Like the originals, our 
seats have a diaphram 
stretched by a steel-tube 
frame, then a foam cushion 
and leather upholstery. The 

original doors have a steel. 

tube frame supporting an 

outer skin: so do ours. We 

use authentic latches and 

hinges too. We powder-coat 


our cars come with pin drive 
hubs. 
Car and Driver understo 
ils so painstakingly recre 
Work of art you can drive.” 


Hila 427 SC COBRA 


08 exactly what we're about: it wrote, “To have the 
ated is to have something beyond a kit car. It's a 


Hi-Tech Motorsports 


SouEnN Ave. e Tewe, AZ. 85282-4303 
6024319400 


Ње аз or laminam > Kits or Complete Cars = Please Call 


2204 West 


5 


then 


(Cobra 427 SC and 289 FA Fi 


| chose 


Shelby Г 


ig-block co 


95/50. 


ith a sand: 
me 


ep w 


| coats of base and three 


hi 


The strut 


60. 


RED 
VENOM 


what was suppli 


il-over sprit 


ork, Vaugh 


oats of 
He chose PPG 
PPG 


Next, the} 
1 
!l spindles are 
attached 4% 
the upper and 
lower ball] 
joints and 
left loosely] 
attached un 
final adjust. | 
ments are 
made. | 
| 


той ed 
first to the сотез next, attach 


to the lower 


chassis bracket (A) and 
control arm (В). 


phe car 


garage 
ү 4 be, sin 
He shoul ince 
handsome and solid 
deserving of high 


titched and edge-bound a 


only 


= =, 


nontoxie and 


‚ and his wife 
ing b 
arpeting 


prai 


Position the 

coil-over shock 
between the A-arm 
and lower arm 
bracket (A). First, 
boit the upper 
shock mount to the 
chassis bracket 
(B), using the sup- 
plied bolts, washers 
and nylox nuts. 
Then bolt the lower 
shock mount (C) to 
the lower control- 
arm bracket. 


ive Ur ro 


tail. 

nequaled quality, craftsmanship and attention N 
Un ЕН.А. 4275C is so expertly designed and engi neared tht 
performance purists have selected it over all comp: 
more than a decade. !t of пе 
in just over 12 
tion for comfo urin SERA 
For your comprehensive infopak and photos, please sen 


soli 


conds—sup 


[I i in no то holders ol these, 
о or ford CHO (ERA, CHO repica not shown in, 


IFG MON - FRI 8ю6 


INTERCEPTOR 
5000 


COMPLETE 
BODY 
PACKAGE 


NLY 
90000 


ІМТЕНСЕРТОВ 
25ТН 
COMPLETE BODY 
PACKAGE 
ONLY 
$6900 


427 COBRA 
NEEDED 
NO PAINTING NEEDE 
1 5 


For Info Pha: 
Send $3.00 an 
SASE 
15740 El Prado Rd. 


Chino, CA 91710 FAX (909) 597-7183 
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Е EXCLUSIVELY MAZDA RX-7 -- 


тагї Q 


‘MOTORSPORTS 


яно onto as ви 
сан з NGK + KONI э кув + 


TONCO е SUSPENSIÓN TECHNOUES o EPSE, 
COlpOMOTIVE » Vat * SIMONS * PANASEONT 


DESIGN ENERGY, INC. 
SALSIPUEDES SANTABARBARA Ci 


805-965-5115 


FRONT AND CENTER (cont) 


FIERO BODY KITS 


COUNTACH $3,595 
308 GTB $3,500 


$5.00 info pk. to 
Мас”: Auto Body 
4427 Maygog Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233 
(813) 921-4420 


ЕЕ 
SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE! 


THE SPECIALTY CAR MAGAZINE. 


1 Year (6 issues) Only $12.95 
To order, write to: 
KIT CAR, Р.0. Box 53949, 
Boulder, CO 80322-3949 
or call: 
1-(800)-800-5227 


— ean а — 
REETUN US on ане ver кыв 


8 Slide the bolts through the 
© Mustang ІІ steering-rack mount- 
ing holes /A), position the whole 
assembly at the front of the chassis 
and line them up with the corre. 
sponding bolt holes (В). Secure with 
washers and nylox nuts (C). 


pairs of solid aluminum bars fitted with 
urethane bushings and a pair of coil- 
over shocks. When the bars are 
attached to the narrowed Ford 9-inch 
axle and chassis, they form a triangu- 
lated four-bar setup. 


The first 
step їп 
assembling the 
rear axle is to 
loosely attach 
the longer of the 
two bars to the 
bottom of the 
chassis using the 
supplied bolts, 
washers and 
nylox nuts. Shell 
Valley predrilis 
the chassis and 
attaches the 
proper brackets 

easier 
assembly of the 
rear suspension. 


Secure the tie rod, with the 
t cap in place (A), to the 


With the axle assembly lying (В). КС 
under the chassis, the lower one (BJ 
bars are then loosely attached to the 


axle brackets. 


This is the completed steer 
assembly with the disc brake. 


. 


TO THE R 


EAR MARCH 


1G With the shorter bars attached 
to the chassis, the axle needs 

to be positioned to allow the bars to be 

bolted to the upper axle brackets. 


WHEEL Д DAPTERS 


SPECIAL ADAPTERS MADE TO ORDER 
MOST 4-5-6 LUG COMBINATIONS 


(616) 572-0938 


427 MEDIUM RISER 
FORD MOTORS. 


CALL 210-681-2405 


orcum Bat St Adapter 
Catalog alain $4 00 [nda 


9103 E GARVEY AVE. DEPT. KC 
ROSEMEAD CA 91779 


Dyno-Tested 


17 Next, bolt the upper link bars 

to the axle brackets, but again 
remember to keep the bolt head for- 
ward so if any changes or alterations 
need to be made in the future, it сап 
be easily removed. 


181% 

final 
step іп 
assembling 
the rearend 
is to bolt on 
the coil- 
over shock 
using the 
supplied 
bolts, wash- 
ers and 
nylox nuts. 
First bolt 
the upper 
mount in 
place (A), қ 
and then 
the lower 


15 Vse 2 floor 

jack under 
the differential, the 
axle can be raised 
up to a relative posi- 
tion on the chassis 
while the shorter 
bars are attached to 
the chassis brack- 
ets. Don't forget to 


SOURCE 


keep the bolt head | Shell Valley Motors 

to the outside so | Dept RCS. Si 
that if an adjust- Pla 

ment needs to be [ЁЁ 


made later, the bolt 
can be removed. 


LAMBORGHINI 
o. Frama pat, pictues and Durs 
‘Step-by-step video $9895, Send 


Elmer wiiams 

эз West Sugarvee S 

шлу, Ото 45 
515-382 4668 


HoT ROD 
HOT ROD 
ШИШ Winner Every Timer 


HOT ROD Makes 
You A 


Now On Sale At Your 
Local Newsstand! 


WHATEVER YOU DRIVE OR 
RIDE, ON OR OFF THE 
ROAD, PETERSEN HAS AN 
AUTOMOTIVE TITLE JUST 
RIGHT FOR YOU! 


* HOT ROD 
* CAR CRAFT 
* MOTOR TREND 


* 4-WHEEL & 
OFF-ROAD 


* CIRCLE TRACK 
* MOTORCYCLIST 
* DIRT RIDER 


Р) 
Wo Build Magazines Right 
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Ke a 


By David Fethe; 


ver had too much of a good thing, like one too n 
Е bowls of cookies in cream ice cream? A lot of kit cax 
enthusiasts are beginning to feel that way 
the overflow of Cobra replicas. They complain that if 
see one more feature on a cloned 5 
Огеов for sure. Tom Zat of SSZ М 
sentiments. As manufacturer of the Alf: 
(our ріс for Best of Show at last year's С 
see “What A Find!” November 93), 
replisnakes are 


arlisle si 
), he says the only 


good for is stomping into the du: 
maybe chomping into pieces with hie see Sach. i r 


„Named after the Corvette Mako 

hark concept car, the Shark's lines 
are an interesting mix of the Scarab, 
Maserati and especially the Devin 
SS, cars that posed a formidable 
threat on racetracks in the '50s. So 
what we һауе now with the Shark is 
a retro roadster that captures the 
best styling cues of the time, but 
without all the antiquated engineer- 
ing of that era. Underneath this 
Shark’s skin, the General commands 
the mechanicals, as in Corvette with 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVID FETHERSTON 


Ju out any 63-82 


о ais а donor, but the '68 
iels requi mod 
while the earlier ones need some 
minor frame alterations to make the 
Panels fit. In addition to being reli- 
able and serviceable, an off-the-shelf 
C resents no em 


sions or г roblems 
ally se than 810.0 
nding on its condition. 


m 


t insists that he will ship o 


‘compl its, based on a $2000 
deposit. with the balance due on the 
day of shipment (the total price is 
$1995, with all the hardware includ 
ed, and freight costs no more than 
$450 to all 48 es). How can he 
make such claims? By keeping thin 
simple—recycling as much of the 
r as possible in the 
and usi readily available con 
nents for the rest, such as an invert. 
ed windshield from 54. 62 Corvettes, 
Spitfire hinges and Rover 
tailights. Again, Гог simplicity's sake, 
options are kept to a minimum, and 
consist of an upholstery kit, h 
fairings and body stripes. Ten 4 
ent color choices are available 
gelcoated fibergla 
blends can be ordered 
In many ways, the Shark even 
mproves on the Corvette. It's hard to 
alize that an 80 1,82 Corvette i 
hidden underneath this road: 
because Zat's redesign has tak 
lot of the heaviness out of the origi 
nal bodywork, Gone are the thick 
windshield frame, the Coke-b. 
curves, chunky tail and bulging 
In their place are far more rounded, 
form-fitting panels that tuck in 
tightly around the chassis. The body 
is now trim and athletic, instead of 
swollen and musclebound. 

SSZ has been in the fiberglass 


Corvette di аг 


ышы 


Rounded head fairings are optional. 


fabrication 


business for 
а number of 
years, manu 
facturing not 
only the @ 
Stradale body 
parts, but a 
IMSA ane 
race 


A 
ar com 
ponents 
Drawing оп 
this expertise, 


pieces 
feature gel 
coated inner 
liners with 
Kevlar 
forcement 

The layup is a 
combination of ————— 


handlaid and No Blue Oval pieces in sight here fs all Bow-Tie stuff. 


chopper-gun construction to а mini- 
mum inch thickn 
882 claims that the conversion 
can be accomplished by a novic 
assembler in 250 hours. This figure 
includes stripping the body off the 
donor car (you could probably sell 
the nose for $1000 or more, in order 
to defray expenses). All the chassis- 
mounting hardware is included, 
along with new brackets for the air 
conditioning, gas tank and rear 
spring. Removing the original Vette 
panels should take only a day, while 
the bulk of the work, some 150 
hours, consists of trimming the sub- 
paneling (SSZ supplies cutting tem- 
plates and videotape instructions). 
Front and rear steel subframes 
must be mounted as attachment 
points for the new body (with no 
welding required). Zat estimates 
another 80 hours are needed to fit 
the body and install the accessories. 
For those who'd rather pay for 
а the buildup than do it them. 
Ё selves, SSZ will install the kit 
оп your Corvette for $5500, or 
you can obtain an assembled 
vehicle for as low as $17,995. 
Upon first inspection of the 
prototype vehicle shown here, 
owned by 5925 western rep 
Raymond Milo, we were gener- 
ally impressed with the fit and 
execution of the bodywork. Its 
a remarkable testimony to 
Zat's skills that he has been 
able to create such a taut 
wrapping in such short order. 
Still, if this were our car, 
we'd make a few changes, such 
as upgrading the quality of the 
seats, and fitting them to the 
rounded headrests. They are 
somewhat adjustable for long- 
legged drivers, but as you 


move the seat to the rear, the back- 
rest pivots forward slightly, losing 
its backward rake. Getting in and 
out of the cockpit is about as diffi- 
cult as in a Cobra, but not as bad аз 
a Countach replica, Some of the fin- 
ish panels in the cockpit are too "kit. 
car-ish” in appearance (well, you 
really don’t want people to know 
right off, do you?). Engine access 
appears to be a bit tighter than on 
the stock donor, but Zat says you 
can remove the entire front clip if 
necessary to get at things. The 
absence of even nerf bars creates a 
clean look, and for safety's sake the 
chassis retains the original 
bumpers, but we'd still worry about 
dings from shopping carts on the 
loose in a parking lot. 

Overall, we rate the Shark as a 
good, solid foundation for a project 
vehicle that could be taken to an 
even higher level by an enterprising 
builder. There's certainly no short- 
age of upgrades available from the 
Corvette aftermarket companies 
That's enough to make а Shark hun- 
gry for more. KC. 


SOURCE. 


SSZ Motorcars, Ltd. 
Dept. КСОЭ 

111 Zagato Ln. : 
Aniwa, WI 54408-9667 
715/449-2141 
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By Joe Greeves 


ike so many kit enthusiasts, = 5 ^ - 2 inside 

J.D. Robbins desired a truly E shell рі 

distinctive car. He wanted future. 
Something unique, stylish and excit- | chain ho 


ing to drive that would also showcase : - raise and low 


his talents. The answer came to him 
one night while he was watching an 
episode of Miami Vice. J.D. saw hi 

‘st Lamborghini Countach (or pos- 
sibly a facsimile thereof, considering 
that the show’s Ferrari Daytona 
Spyder was also a fake). One look at 
the Lambo's rakish, asphalt-space- 
ship lines, and he was hooked. 

1.0. checked cut the kit market 
but quickly discovered that most of 
the available Lambo replicas were 
three to four times the budget he 
established for the project. 
Fortunately—or perhaps unfortu 
nately, considering what J.D. eventu. 
ally went through—a friend told him 
about someone who had pulled molds 
off an original Countach. Because of 
design-infringement concerns, 
gone out of the kit car business, but 
did have one body remaining that 
was for sale. It was a one-pi 
shell that had the Lambo's basic 
shape, but very little else, The price 
was a little high at $5000, but J.D. 
bought it anyway, The only item 
missing was anything even vaguely 
resembling instructions, but since 
J.D/s the owner of a body shop and 
bas more than 20 years of experience 
he figured that it couldn't be all that 
difficult. 

Acquiring a suitable donor car was 


rst step. The wrecking-yard 8 


р after cutting the chas- 
sis. The new piece matched the old 
with even the. 


Fiero with a Уб, four-speed, air con 
ditioning and a clean interior was a 
steal at $450. J.D. 
middle of his shop, not knowin; 
that it would be 18 mont! 
he'd be driving it out again! 


led it into the seat rails linin 
were used throughout, since even 
inch error at this 


cause the stretched chassis to trac 


i 5 were to cut away the 
roof, eliminate the fenders, doors, 
nd trunk, and prepare to 

en the unibody the recom. 
4 inches. The manu 
ured him that this extension 
would guarantee that the Fiero 
would match the Lambo 


ook time to reconnect 


had enough slac 
additional 4 inche 


short extensions to bridge the gap. 
For the now-topless and flexible uni 
his own ladder 
stem that joined the 


A second Fiero floorp 
gap just behind the s 


> 


After all nonessential body parts were 
removed, the Fiero chassis was cut in 
half just behind the seats. A second 
Fiero floorpan was used to fill the 4-inch 
gap in the lengthened chassis. Frame 
Gauges were used during the process to 
Ensure accuracy and alignment. 


cowl and rear 


his new steel 
rigidity to the 


ting 
and lo 
like 


ered the body what si 
100 times" during the 
unting process, using a trial-and- 
error approach that took several 
weeks. The absence of any instruc- 
tions, along with some misinforma 
tion from the manufacturer (the 
directions, “weld the rocker panels 
back on before you fit the body,” 
should have been “...cut them off 
before you fit the body") prompted 
J.D. to go forward on his own, prefer- 
ring to rely on his own talents and 
instincts 
Vith all the mating surfaces final 
ly adjusted and the body lowered into 
place, J.D. installed new 10-inch- 
wide Cragar GT rear wheels that run 
50-Series BFGoodrich radials. One 
glance showed him that the back 
wheels were still too far forward. 
Rather than adding another inch to 
the floorpan, he reworked the rear 
A-arms and reconfigured the fiber- 
glass flares until the rear tires were 
finally centered in the wheel open- 
ings. Luckily, the front tires were 
centered, but the front springs were 
still about 6 inches too high, After an 
unsuccessful attempt at heating and 
compressing the spring, J.D. 
returned to the salvage yard, pur- 
chased a new spring, cut the coils 
until the ride height was correct and 
then duplicated the process on the 
other side, 

J.D, then fabricated brackets at 


body numer 


frame, 


Pit liner de: 
a custom 
had to be ей 
to install the ki 
Fiero, 


over the 


The 


With the 
lighter body 
and smaller 
50-Series 
tires, the 
stock Fiero's 
front springs 
were about 6 
inches too 
high. J.D. cut 
the coils in 
order to get 
the desired 
drop. 


discov: 
the rear wheels 


still needed to 


rework the rear 
A-arms for the 
extra cisarance. 


the front and rear to join the new 
body to the superstructure, while 
fiberglass and body rivets were used 
to secure the cockpit section. A full 
4x8 sheet of aluminum was con- 
sumed in making small custom body 
panels and sealing any gaps between 
the chassis and new body. 

In every kit project, you come to a 
point where you dread proceeding. In 
J.. s case, it was the doors. The 
саг single-hinge, skyrise doors that 
pivot straight up rather than ореп- 
ing out like conventional doors 
require rock-solid mounting points. 
Since there wasn't а shred of infor- 
mation on how to proceed, J.D. fell 
back on his own talents, He bought 
several Lamborghini publications 


and examined the illustrations with 
а magnifying glass. He obtained а 
video of a Lambo and freezeframed it 
on his 40-inch TV set to further ana- 
уге every aspect of the door mount- 
ing point and latch mechanisms. 

it turned out, his original design, 
sketched out and started before he 
ever saw an original Countach, w 
2s good as anything he found in the 
tape or the books. 

The key element was the Stanley 
4-inch-wide fire-door hinge with 
heavy-duty roller bearings (OK, 
maybe it doesn't sound real high- 
tech, but what's important is that it 
worked). J.D. engineered his own 
three-point bracing system, tying into 
the cowl and wheelwell in order to 
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By Joe Сгееуев 


ike so many kit enthusiasts 
J.D. Robbins desired a truly 
distinctive car. He wanted 
something unique, stylish and excit- 
ing to drive that would also showcase. 
his talents. The answer came to him 
one night while he was watching an 
episode of Miami Vice. J.D. saw his 
first Lamborghini Countach (or pos 
sibly a facsimile thereof, considering 
that the show's Ferrari Daytona 
Spyder was also a fake). One look at 
the Lambo's rakish, asphalt-space 
ship lines, and he was hooked. 

J.D. checked out the kit market 
but quickly discovered that most of 
the available Lambo replicas were 
three to four times the budget he'd 
established {ог the project 
Fortunately—or perhaps u 
nately, considering what J.D. eventu. 
ally went through—a friend told him 
about someone who had pulled molds 
off an original Countach. Because of 
design-infringement concerns, he had 
gone out of the kit car business, but 
did have one body rem ing that 
was for sale. It was a one-piece outer 
shell that had the Lambo's basic 

shape, but very little else. The price 
was a little high at $5000, but J.D 
bought it anyway. The only item 


the first step. Ti ng-yard '86 
Fiero with a V6, four-speed, air con new piece matched the old 
ditioning and a clean interior was a sheetmetal perfectly, with even the 
steal at $450. J.D. pulled it into rails lining up. Frame gauges 
middle of his shop, not knowing at were used throughout, since even an 
the time that it would be 18 months п error at this stage could 
before he'd be driving it out again! the stretched chassis to track 
His first steps were to cut away the badly. All the nisms, like the 
roof, eliminate the fenders, doors, clutch, brake, shifting cables and A/C 
hood and trunk, and prepare to lines, took time to reconnect, but 


lengthen the unibody the 
и $ $ x t bod ет most had enough slack to strete] 
missing was anything even vaguely mended 4 inches. The manufa: addition vuU E 


resembling instructions, but since assured hi 
5 ; but si red him that this exten ss-steel c s 
2058 the owner of a body shop and would guarantee that Мойны Chae eae uu 
han 2( of experience, els would match the e age De 

he figured that it couldn't be all that wheelwells. А 3 For the toe tople x Ed be 1 
е now-topless and flexible uni 


difficult. Ў 
Acquiring a suitable donor ear vas po SP d Fiero Поограп was used body, J.D. devised his own ladder 
ar was to fill the gap just behind the s style bracing system that joined the 


after cutting the chas. 


After all nonessential body parts were 
Temoved, the Fiero chassis was cut in 
half just behind the seats. A second 
Fiero floorpan was used to fill the 4-inch 
gap in the lengthened chassis. Frame 
gauges were used during the process to 
ensure accuracy and alignment 


to the cowl and rear 
superstructure. This new steel 
framework restored rigidity to the 
chassis 

With the fiberglass body shell sus- 
above the 
J.D. began 


pended on a 
stretched F 
the tedious process of cutting and fit- 
ting the body to the frame. He raised 
and lowered the body what seemed 
like “at least 100 times” during the 
mounting process, using a trial-and. 
error approach that took several 
weeks. The absence of any instruc. 


tions, along with some misinforma 
tion from the manufacturer (the 
dire. ns, *weld the rocker panels 


back on before you fit the body 
should have been cut them 
before you fit the body") prompted 
J.D. to go forward on his own, prefer- 
ring to rely on his own talents and 
instincts 

With all the mating surfaces final 
ly adjusted and the body lowered into 
place, J.D. installed new 10-inch 
wide Cragar GT rear wheels that run 
50-Series BFGoodrich radials. One 
glance showed him that the back 
Wheels were still too far forward 
Rather than adding another inch to 
the floorpan, he reworked the rear 
A-arms and reconfigured the fiber- 
glass flares until the rear tires were 
finally centered in the wheel open- 
ings. Luckily, the front tires were 
centered, but the front springs were 
Still about 6 inches too high. After an 
unsuccessful attempt at heating and 
compressing the spring, J.D. 
returned to the salvage yard, pur- 
chased a new spring, cut the coils 
until the ride height was correct and 
then duplicated the process on the 
other side. 

J.D. then fabricated brackets at 


EY -—— 


20. and his fiancée 
Judy Duncan sit 
inside the fiberglass 
shell planning the 
future. Note the 
chain hoist used to 
raise and lower the 
body numerous 
times over the Fiero 
frame. The one 
extra that came with 
the bare-bones 
body, an inner cock- 
Pit liner designed for 
à custom chassis, 
had to be eliminated 
to install the kit on a 
Fiero. 


With the 
lighter body 
and smaller 
50-Series 
tires, the 
stock Fiero's 
front springs 
were about 6 
inches too 
high. J.D. cut 
the coils in 
order to get 
the desired 
drop. 


With the body 
finally mounted 
оп the chassis 
and the wheels 
in place, J.D 
discovered that 
the rear wheels 
still needed to 
be set back 
another inch 
Rather than 
recut the floor 
pan, he opted to 
rework the rear 
A-arms for the 
extra clearance. 


the front and rear to join the new 
body to the superstructure, while 
fiberglass and body rivets were used 
to secure the cockpit section. A full 
4x8 sheet of aluminum was con- 
sumed in making small custom body 
panels and sealing any gaps between 
the chassis and new body. 

In every kit project, you come to à 
point where you dread proceeding. In 
J-D.'s case, it was the doors. The 
саг single-hinge, skyrise doors that 
pivot straight up rather than open- 
ing out like conventional doors 
require rock-solid mounting points, 
Since there wasn't a shred of infor. 
mation on how to proceed, J.. fell 
back on his own talents, He bought 
several Lamborghini publications 


and examined the illustrations with 
a magnifying glass. He obtained a 
video of a Lambo and freezeframed it 
on his 40-inch TV set to further ana- 
Југе every aspect of the door mount- 
ing point and latch mechanisms, As 
it turned out, his original design, 
sketched out and started before he 
ever saw an original Countach, was 
fas good as anything he found in the 
tape or the books. 

The key element was the Stanley 
4-ineh-wide fire-door hinge with 
heavy-duty roller bearings (OK, 
maybe it doesn’t sound real hig! 
tech, but what's important is that it 
worked). J.D. engineered his own 
three-point bracing system, tying into 
the cow! and wheelwell in order to 
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"INSTRUCTIONS 
NOT INCLUDED” 
— 


rigidly locate the body side of the 


hinge. He added a welded steel frame 


inside the fiberglass doors to 
strengthen them and create the other 


mounting surface for the door side of 


the hinge. By elongating the holes in 
the hinge, he created the needed 
adjustment clearances. The stock 

Fiero latches and a pair of reversed 

Chevy Spectrum trunk buttons cost 
almost nothing and keep the doo: 
securely closed, while a pair of 180. 
pound lifting struts from a Volvo 
wagon allow the doors to rise ata 
touch. Using blue line-m rking chalk, 
he adjusted the rubber weather strip 

ping around the doors until he got 
full contact, assuring a quiet, weath- 
ertight seal. All told, working eight 
hours a day, five days a week, and 
postponing other business in his 
shop, J.D. needed six full weeks to 
get both doors installed and function. 

ing. 

The windshield installatio п was 
next, and, flushed with success after 
completing the doors, J.D. thought 
this next step would be a simple mat- 
ter of purchasing a stock Lambo 
windshield and dropping it in 
Unfortunately, he found out that the 
huge, curved piece of glass cost 
around $600 and had to be pur 
chased in lots of six! His sense of 
humor was wearing thin at this 
point. 

With characteristic res: urceful 
ness, J.D. moved to plan B, changing 
the shape and taking the are out of 
the windshield frame. Then he and 
friend Wesley Daughtridge created a 
Plexiglas pattern of the new shape, 
cut a flat piece of tinted safety glass 
and completed the installation. J.D. 
then continued around the car, 
installing Plexiglas in all the window 
openings. A single wiper from the 
hatchback of a wrecked Nissan 
Sentra wagon finished off the front 
windshield 

With the milestone of the doors 
and windows behind him, J.D. found 
new motivation to finish the job. He 
had passed the test of fire and now 
only comparatively minor details 
were left. The headlights, taillights 
and turn signals came from what 
had now become his second home, 
the local salvage yard. After dozens 
of measurements, he found that the 
four-light halogen headlights on the 
92 Pontiac Gran Prix were among 
the slimmest lights ever produced 
and a perfect size for the Countach 
86 KIT CAR 


't laugh—a Stanley fire-door hinge 
ie the Байа for the “skyrise” doors: To 
ensure rigidity, J.D. devised a carefully 
braced mounting point for the lifting 
strut and the hinge. He elongated the 
holes in the hinge to allow for later 
adjustments. The finished door opens 
smoothly and shuts solidly. 


turn-signal bezels. J.D, 
disliked pop-up headlig 
sleek new Pontiac ligh 
mounted, were a better alternative 
A set of 71 Ford LTD parking lights 
were installed in the front bumper 
cutouts as running lights. The tail 
lights came from a Suzuki Samurai 
and were mounted on a piece of 
painted Lexan® cut to fit the Lambo's 
tail 

The full-width wing not only cre- 
ates an exotic look, J.D. says, but 
also actually seems to exert down, 
force at highway speeds. A pair of 
airfoil-shaped mounting supports 
fame in four pieces and, you guessed 
it, had no instructions on how to 
assemble or mount them. By this 

time, nothing fazed J.D., 
quickly devised a thr 
lock-bolt attachment system thas 
held the wing solidly in Place, 
adjusted to different angles and 
allowed it to be removed in minutes 
He added hinges to the small wing. 

Support platform, and it became ip 

lid for a compact rear trunk that ic 

Just large enough to accommodate = 

Pair of lawn chairs for when he and 

his fiancée, Judy Duncan, take tha 

car to shows. 


аз always 
ts, so the 
rigidly 


The two-piece 
doors had a 
small inner 
flange for rein 
forcement, but 
knew that 
much тоге 
bracing was 
required. He 
added a 2-inch 
flat-steel 
perimeter frame 
and а cross- 
braced tubular 
frame inside. 
Steel backing 
plates were 
added for the 
hinge and latch 
mechanism. 


The completed body was block-sanded 
2nd primed twice with epoxy primer. 
our Coats of Porsche Indian Red were 
applied, followed by two clearcoats. 


The louvered engine hatch cover 
Required trimming and some recon- 
figuration just to get it to fit. J.D. 
relied on a large 20x30-inch poster of 

and used his magnifying 
Blass to clarify the details. He cut the 
b, Sine-heat exit louvers individually 
by hand. A second, stock hood sup 
Port was added to hold the heav. 
was hatch, while a single support 
Was used up front for the small for 
Ward-opening hood, This tiny com- 
апел houses the spare tire, aux 
diary fan and the stock Fiero radia- 


tor, which he repositioned to lie 


Tears ар, 

ШІШІЕТТЕТТІ 
its speed, its confor 
and its shape, 


й 


ө 
UNTAG 


$3,500.00 


s low as 


$99 


per month 
on easy payment 
Хауамау plans 


SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! 


Today, thay just rave sou the price, | 


| 
ing tri іс Motor | 
In keeping with the past engineering A ес Ма о! | 
Carriages, the world's largest pcc brit. 
automobiles, has developed a ees Be Web 
dreamed of owning this leg 11 8 91 
de tie to make your dream a reality and build y 


Classic Cobra. 


-305-625-9700 
Fn BROCHURE CALL 


1-300-CLASSIC 


CLASSIC MOTOR CARRIAGES 


STRUCTIONS 
NOT INCLUDED" | 
Inn 


early flat. In what was. now becom. 
ing a routine matter, J.D. fabricated 
all the brackets and latches. 


ar & Driver Magazine say 


t-Morrison’s 4 
— Cobra 


For final finishing, he chose а XQ, REPLICA | 
basecoat of Porsche Indian Red, and p 4 A A / $ NN NN | 
you already know who ended up doing 4 S , р 5 D 


all the prepping and painting. The 
ody was carefully block-sanded 
оху-ргітей, blocked again and then 
rayed with four color coats and two. 
clearcoats. After waiting a few 
months for the paint to set, he buffed 
it out to achieve that 10-foot-deep 
shine. The finish, even 
under the closest inspec- 
tion, is flawless. 

J.D. has about 5000 
miles on the completed 
car and has won his 
class in 11 of the 14 
shows he entered last 
year. Now that it's fin- 
ished, we asked him if 


het сыг consider doing i 4... the logical way to do a better Cobra...” 


again. 
Without much hesi 


tion, he replied that if È "...we have an Everett-Morrison kit designed to accept the current Corvette suspension. Н. 
Someone wanted to com- P N |} i ” 
mission him to build Owner Larry Rea of Cedar Park, Texas, built it with his son, Lucas, in ten days. 


another one, he was 
sure he could cut the 
assembly time by two. Y 
pede у ее я v й - 7 “Тһе suspension has the fast, 13:1 power steering and 
all the lees de u 2 5 > DR the after-1988 Corvette rear geometry. 


way. But then, he said, " 
i м М Вгакїпд was exceptionally good at 161 feet from 70 mph, 
he thinks about those and 1.04g was measured on the skidpad." 


doors and the hair on 
the back of his neck "This car holds our record for fastest through the slalom- 
Starts to rise. He ы i Я 2 averaging 71.2 mph (the Nissan 3002Х Turbo did it at 69.6 

remembers taking tran- mph, the old record)." Steering response, though, was 


quilizers for t кетен > с quicker than lightning." 


nM e “Everything about the car is skewed in the direction of 
Buyers often use price as the sole eri. Steering quickness... its light weight, its rear weight bias, 


tera for purchase, and they шыгы ff OTENE or two there when I know its power steering, its short wheelbase, and its low-profile tires 


"Everett-Morrison offers a broader variety of chassis А + Original Style Round Tube Frames 
Possibilities than any other kit-maker I've found. 2 * Many Power Train Options 

Se + Factory Assembled Bodies 
+ Four Suspension Choices 


ven with the body 


‘ave traded mine for a rusty on wide wheels. The combination makes a standard 


i 
D. has less than {imate the amount and complexity of bight! 4 1 
md (Бе Work necessary to complets vie етгач Corvette feel as lethargic as a Limousine: + Напа Crafted Interiors | 
talent and are,, b. had the time, qui <2" imagine, the car causes "i; Be Corvette suspension was more composed селені мелекет | 
finish the jor "lied equipment to drive by po 5 than any of the others." 7 A Tradition of Quality and Value V | 
photo or two. Stops at the local fast Car and Driver Magazine, December, 1991 + Ongoing Commitment to Customers’ i 
mpa — erui immediately attracted 1 | 
a crowd of fascinated onlookers, who Call Today To Receive A FREE Copy of ] 
asked the inevitable question, “Is this у $ Т YES! I'm ready for the better and faster Cobra Replica! 
а kit?” J.D. flashed me a knowing CAR & DRIVER'S TEST REPORT! Please send me the following: falar e | 
said, No.—kit cars come x page "4075 Cobra" Replica Full Color Brochure | 
ЕЕН 813) 887-5885 ß 
ci 2 П 44 page "Advanced Assembled Packages Catalog" 5300 
"ub D) 21 page “Cobra Replica Turnkey Catalog" Р San 
body man, ‘Comprehensive Assembly Manual > 
ag middle of the pro: ашды Gru pmo 
sell the car, just to ы 
ion. J.D.' case is by no WHERE TALI 1 
means unique i; d ENT MEETS EXPERIENCE! Address E 
Unique in the kit car industry, 5137 W. Cion St» Tampa, FL33634- (813) 87-5885 « FAX (813) 885-4720 Fon x pis 
88 KIT CAR "Gra Fed ра Coen ad Manan tjr T * 
eee eee: таиты rer ect use Desen (Discover бөлме 


Pretty i in [кл ique and Collectibles now has а 


Marple Automotive ni 


low offer: 
rebody, called the Toja ‘ers this high-flying Firebird 


s (in addition to a 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM YOUNGS, 


from Unique Motorea 
able recovery from 


nt awards, But it 
Herit 


00 
of Show 
ollectibles (800/2. 


Cobra, and a Jaguar 


MPLE, JOE GREEVES 


a fraction of the show area, 
ти ws Jast а теп де sy ar 


The “К” in Jack 
ЕНДЫ 

Heritage 500К 
stands for 


“knockout,” 
because that's 
iat 


down to the im- 
kation 


s 
valve covers. We 
gave it our Best 
of Show award 
for its astound- 
ing level of 


Star's Mercedes replica so much, we 
Just nad to drive it out to a scenic setting. 
Nope: 


and you Аш Cr Emporis new Concept 2000 ie not just an des, but a 
Fiero. 


whole new way of freshening a 


it was, гі 


Mercer 


р 


SS 100 and ХК 120). 

Lambo lookalikes were particu- 
larly prevalent, perhaps because 
Chrysler has sold off its ownership of 


Lamborghini. 862 Motorcars 
(715/449-2141) parked its new 'Vette- 


rebody Shark out front where it 
lured in unsuspecting folks swim- 
ming by. Westfield (203/274-1935) 
displayed a colorful array of five of 
its Lotus 7 replicas, with power rang- 
ing from a Miata to a Rover V8. Dean 
and Dante, the bad boys of D&D, 
made it just in time with their new 
roadster version of the Corvette 
Grand Sport. Lone Star (817/431- 
9608) shone with its '53 Corvette and 
Mercedes replicas. А Тојап Camaro 
conversion, now available through 


ER 0 


Marple Automotive Gro 0/898. 
0008), fooled a lot of € ле 85 to 
its origins. And, аз а lovely lady stoog 
virtually motionless in Sport Rods 
(203/734-1302) booth, she hardly got а 
second look, due to the alluring Art 
Deco styling of the comp: 

design concept. (Re 
crowds are car crazy.) 


ny’s new 
mber— Carlisle. 


As nce of just how certifiably 
nuts the Carlisle crowds can be, on 
he flight home we spotted a couple 


bus 


rom the show carrying 


rd a vin. 


MG. They 
a fellow MG 
about swap 


tage dashboard from a 2 


1 the stewarde 
engi 


Mently wrapped the well-preserved 
fash їп a blanket to stow it in the 
Overhead compartment, the passen 


revealed that they only two 
‘ales each year from their Florida 
i е: Carlisle and Hershey. That's 
probably because the Carlisle show, 
eds of 

every 


probi s а 
fr addition to having hun 


swap-meet vendors offering 


Indy Exotics (317/881-9067) Cheetah skin was wrapped nicely over a ‘Vette chassis. 


бават ыш : Q 1 

Classic Motor Carriages’ Split Window STINGER d 
Fastback Coupe, a phantom version of 3 717" 

а 34 Ford Coupe, is beginning to | 

materialize at more events. 


" zv 
The Lambo-style Starfighter from Time Machin 
(904/796-6860) is taking off like a rocket. 


The local Carlisle High School shop class really jumped—at least most 
of them did, anyway—over building this Cont ích 
was given away at the show. жарасы КАНДЫК 


The Stinger rebody from Fiero Plus 
looked pretty sharp. 


Lone Star's '53 Corvette kit brings 
back an old favorite. 


кшшз WORRY ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE 


EL coils are the most powerful and reliable in the 
world. Period. For 25 years, ACCEL coils have won 
more races than every other coil combined! And when it 
fomes to our reliability, our coils fallin the “install and 

rget it” category. Our famous SuperCoil is available 
for both electronic and point-triggered engines and for 
inductive or CDI ignitions. And if your vehicle has a 
computer-controlled ignition, our Electronic SuperCoil 
ot HEI SuperCoil is a perfect match, erco 
ACCEL coil technology balances extreme high output 
voltage with outstanding spark current and excellent 
resistance to leakage or short circuits. The result is an 
{fresistble combination of performance and reliability 

at really packs awallop. You can feel tin the seat of 
Your panis and read iton thedyno sheet 

‘next time you're leading with the tach Wolind 

wound tight, 
Worry about something ese. Like where you'll BR 
trophy orspend the prize money. 
ACCEL We promise the ultimate, and we deliver 
PTUS 


Midstates’ Cobra replica may look like 
its headed off-road, but it's actually а 
neat way to show off the chassis 
details. 


ERA now offers a new 4-inch round- 
tube ladder frame for its 289 and 427 


Cobra replicas. 


Т] 
Aptly named, the new Sport Rod, sti 
under development, shows a lot of 
promise. 


2 4 i 
just had to reward him with a 


Specialty Car Interiors not only has 
some comfy seats, but also exotic 
dash kits for Fieros. 


RA Cobra shone so bright, we 
ement plaque. 


Steve Jaques' ERA Cobra 
gleaming Outstanding Achi 
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MOTORG im Introduces.. 


The 16" HB 


Custom built and hand assembled 
Available in widths from 6" to 13” 
Each width offers many offsets 
Powder Silver and Black finishes 
30 perimeter bolts to enhance strength 


Recommended and used by 
Cobra Replicar Manufacturers 


COMPOMOTIVE 


Call us at 
1-800-621-8408 


ATTENTION KIT CAR BUILDERS 
: BOLT IN ANY APPLICATION 
E Sport Seat 


e- 
e U fr 


. From $449% Ready to bolt-in 


We are the Source for your Kit Car needs! Stocking any Volkswagen 
component, accessory, or manufactured part needed to refurbish or 
complete your Volkswagen powered and/or chassis based car. 
Warehouse Distributor for Bugpak - Mr. Bug -Le Carra Steering Wheels 
УРО Gauges - Simpson Safety Equipment - Neal Hydraulic Products 
Mountncy Steering Wheels American Eagle Road Wheels - Dell Orto 

: S&S Headers · Wolf Products 
Jim says the ad is too wordy so this is all we can list! 


Call Vee Dub Parts Unlimited 
Phone: (714) 8488868 - Fax (714) 848-5: 
17404 Beach Blvd., Huntington 5. СА 9250 


2 Mastercard. 


THE COBRA ALTERNATIVE. 


rebody Package for 1968-82 Corvette 
installed, EVERYTHING INCLUDED: * Ge-coated Body * Doors 


Complete 
Panes ies, Ligning тілі 
“1084 Trim * Latches * Lighting * Windshield » Side Exhaust + Attach 
ie Exhaust * Attaching Hardware « VHS Instructions 
$7,995. Е.О.В. ud 


COMPLETED CARS BUILT TO ORDER/DEALERS WEL 
COME 
282 zx W/ DONOR CAR$13,595 | СОМРІЕТЕТ.К.5 $17,995 - $21,995 


U^ — 111 ZAGATO LANE, ANIWA, УЛ 54408. 715-449-2141 


thing from car wax to а 47 Austin, 
draws acres of imports, too. There's 
even а big section where home kit 
builders ca 


Also, a 


teeter-totter 
skill event, a drive-in movie, a drag 
race and a car giveaway—all of 
which is proof positi that 
Pennsylvania is the premier place for 


all kinds of car crazies. KC 


Country Classies (218/739-9235) new 
split-window Corvette kit is a mix of 
both old and new. 


Prova is now getting started again with 
5. Dan Cira (818/356. 


Yeu 
CAN 


BUILD 


AN AWESOME PERFORMANCE AUTOMOBILE 


HOT ROD brings you the best 
performance vehicles in the 
world hundreds of pages, 
packed full with fast, hot, sleek, and 
radical automobiles including 
huge, detailed, close-up shots. 


‘And with this special offer . . . you 
can sit back in the comfort of your 
home and get it all delivered to 
you for less! Here's what you'll 
get -- month after month. 


Get More Hi-Tech 


Know-How 
As you turn the pages of HOT ROD 
you'll read about all the latest 
technical advances. You'll see 
how to add on blowers . . . turbos . 

« nitrous systems. and more! 


You'll see easy-to-follow, detailed 
photos and facts on: how to build a 
Performance engine 

your transmission 

brakes . . . and fine-tune your 
suspension. But we don't stop there! 


Get Expert How- 
To Advice 


When you're ready to paint your 
pride and јоу. . of restore its interior, 


just spread out HOT ROD on your | 


Workbench. 


You'll see page after page of illustrated 


step instructions. And you'll 


Here's a special offer 
from HOT ROD magazine 


that includes an ironclad 

‘guarantee! Does that 
sound interesting? If so, 
please read on. 


see how easy each job really is... its 


LJ 
like having an expert at your side! Get a Year's 


Worth of Great 
Reading ...for 
Less! 


` 159 And just think... in all you'll get 12 
Tans sours, ful of sasvtetolow ips 

and advice . . . plus a whole lot 

more delivered right to your door 

. for only $1.16 а copy! 


PEE TUN ‚— So, take advantage of this 
„2 E] 1 special introductory offer and 
а ode subscribe today! 


(a 


Money-Back Guarantee 
If at any time, for any reason, you're not totally satisfied with HOT ROD, write gal usat 
1-(800)-800-4681 and we'l send you an immediate, unquestioned refund for all unmailed copies. 


a I'd like 1 year (12 issues) 
тоо SPECIAL OYES! of HOT RÜD for only $13.95 
Taero ma sst 


BONUS PULLOUT CENTERS 


Payment enclosed O Bil mo (U.S. & Canada only) 


: HOT ROD, Р.О. Box 56249, 
— 8 Boulder, CO 80322-6249. 


There's а Whole Lot More to 
Your Kit Car's Tires Than 
Simply "Keeping the Rubber 
^1. Side Down" By TimBernsau 
43 hoever said that a little knowledge is а 
dangerous thing must have been talk- 
ing about tire selection. Kit car owners 
= who have only a little knowledge about tires can 
> put themselves іп the dangerous position of run- 
ning the wrong type on their vehicles. Or they 
^ may cheat themselves out of maximum perfor- 
mance by not properly maintaining their tires. This 
tome of tire information should ensure that you are 
elevated above the hoi polloi of uninformed tire con- 
sumers into the ranks of the tire-savvy elite. Of 
course, a lot of knowledge can be a dangerous 
= thing, too. But you can handle it. 


n 
. 


ink your tires feel 
of your kit car is treat. 
ive pampering, while 


wen some 
а few tips for keeping your tires 


are 


happy. leaning tires, don't just give 


them a cursory swipe with the filthy 
cloth you just used to wash the car. 
Wash tires thoroughly by spraying 
them with a solution of diluted 
degreaser and taking a stiff brush to 
the sidewalls. Rinse thoroughly to 
remove all degreaser. Once the tire is 
degreased, restore its black luster 
with a tire dressing, applied with a 
nylon kitchen brush or sponge. Rub 
out the tire with the clean cloth 
you've designated for tire use only. 
When storing tires for a long 
time, keep them in good shape by fol- 
lowing a few basic dos and don'ts. Do 
stack tires whitewall to whitewall in 
а clean and dry indoor area, away 
from temperature extremes. Don’t 
stack tires more than four high, on 


asphalt, near electric motors, or in 
areas that draw heat. If you plan to 


thoroughly, and check for proper 
inflation. Remove all water from the 


store your kit car for a long time, 
remove as much weight from the 
trunk and interior as possible, or put 
the car on frame blocks to take the 
load off the tires. Maintain the prop- 
ег air pressure in the tires and move 
the car every few weeks to avoid get- 
ting flat areas on the tires. Better 
yet, remove the tires and put the car 
оп blocks. Before driving on tires 
that have been stored, clean them 


inside of unmounted tires. 


Don't let dirty tires detract from the look of your kit car. Apply a degreaser and 
then scrub them with a sif brush, such as this Cleanfools Tire Brush, and then 
use a tire dressing to keep them looking good. 


READ THE WRITING ON THE WALL 


‘The best reference source for com- section width is 225 millimeters. The Note: The figure 2540 is derived 
Plete and precise information about aspect ratio (sidewall height divided by multiplying 25.4 (the number of. 
| Your tires is your tires. Those little by section width) is 60. The тез millimeters іп an inch) by 100 (the 
| letters and numbers all over the side- speed rating is V (designed for denominator of the aspect-ratio 
‘Walls are a veritable encyclopedia, speeds up to 149 mph). The R indi- percentage). 
| wath coded chapters оп such topics ая cates that this із a radial tire. Rim Тһе Speed Rating is found on 
‘Size, speed, load capacity, tread wear, diameter is 15 inches. performance tires, and indicates the 

ion, temperature resistance, con- Determining Tire Diameter from  tire's top maximum speed rating, 
uction, inflation and esoteric the P-Metrie tire size is a matter of based on a code established by the 
Department of Transportation applying some of that high school Tire Industry Safety Council and 
@.0.1) information. arithmetic you thought you'd never Tire and Rim Association 
Tire Size used to be determined use, The equation for tire diameter is: Р 


in good old-fashioned inches. Today, 
its indicated in an inclusive combi. (Section width x aspectratio) >) Q= Maximum speed of 100 mph 
2540 x2 + rim diameter В = Maximum speed of 106 mph 


nation of millimeters, inches and 
E MES ipe be The diameter of a Р225/60Ң15 tire 8 = Maximum speed of 112. mph 
‘tires, sized in the contemporary end be Tc Maximum speed of 118 mph 
P-Metric system. The application U = Maximum speed of 124 mph. 
de P indieates a passenger car. The Н = Maximum speed of 130 mph. 
V = Maximum speed of 149 mph. 

Z = Maximum speed over 149 mph 


P = Maximum speed of 94 mph 


(225 x 60). 


2540 1 2 45 25.62 inches 


capacity and sidewall stiffness are 
all based on the manufacturer's, 
inflation specifications. 

The Load Range of a tire is the 
weight in pounds each individual 
tire can safely bear at its speed rat- 
ing and proper inflation level. This 
rating is indicated by a number 

" ranging from 75 (max load of 853 
pounds, lowest) to 95 (1521 pounds, 


medium) to 115 (2679 pounds, high- 


formance soft-compound tires are 
The нт 01 rated below 100. Traction grade, 
established Un designated by the letters А, B or 
Quality Tire Grades for 15 determined by straight-line decel- 
tread wear, traction eration testing on wet pavement: In 
and temperature resis- this case, soft tires with lower tread- 
j tance, all of which wear ratings are more likely to 
must be displayed on garn an А than harder 
she sows Temperature Resistance, indi 
controlled test conditions for com: cated by the letters A, B or C, is the 
parison purposes, зо, as the TV man. 
says, your mileage may differ. Nor 
does a tread-wear rating actually 
imply tire quality. Many high-per- 


ASPECT RATIO- s 


| езі). Remember that even though kit. 


"cars tend (о be much lighter than 
eduction vehicles, tire load is 
than just one-quarter of the 


particularly during cor- 


the outsic 


IRE 
SECH 


GETTING A 
LINE ОМ 
ALIGNMENT 


If your new tires are mounted at 
a tire shop, alignment is typically 
thrown in as part of the service. A 
misaligned front end can wear out 
а set of new tires quickly, while 
greatly reducing your kit car's han- 
dling, steering, suspension and ride 
quality. The three areas of con: 

on in proper alignment are 
‘camber, caster and toe. 

Camber measures the tilt of the 
wheels, in degrees, from side to 
side. Negative camber occurs when 
the wheels tilt toward each other at 
the top. Positive camber occurs 
when the wheels tilt away from 
each other at the top. Zero camber 
occurs when the wheels do not tilt 
one way or the other. Too much 
negative camber can cause wear on 
the tire's inside edge, and will wear 
out ball joints. Excessive positive 
‘camber can cause wear on the tire's 
outside edge, and can cause the car 
to pull to the left or right. 

measures the tilt of the 
steering axis (or A-arm ball joints), 
in degrees, from front to back. 
Viewed from the side, if you draw a 
straight line from the spindle’s 
upper Ьай joint through its lower 
ball joint, that’s the caster angle. 


g greater high- 
Detter handling. Қараны 


‘the front wheels, 
di hes 


BIAS TOWA 


It's not easy to find a street car 


idewal 
y al 


that ran diagonally up one 
down the opposite sidewall. Ev 
diagonal, so that the plies cris 
crossed each other for strengt 
The more plies, the stronger the 
tire. Radial tires, which 
replaced bias tires on most street 
cars in the late 70s, represent 
much better tire technology than 
their predecessors. Like bias 
tires, radials contain corded 
plies, but the cords run horizon- 
tally across the tread from side- 
wall to sidewall, perpendicular to 
the bead. Several stronger steel 
belted plies with diagonal cords 
wrap around the circumference 
of the tire above the fabric plies, 
strengthening the tread. This 
superior design results in a more 
flexible sidewall and improved 
handling. Many musclecar 
restorers and vintage car 
builders still prefer bias-ply tires 
for their “correct” appearance, 
but unless your kit car is primar- 
ily a show car, go with radials. 


Bias-ply tires (top) use corded 

lies running diagonally down the 
sidewall, across the tread, and up | 
the opposite sidewall, making the 
sidewalls strong but stiff. Bias- 
belted tires (center) use diagonal 
corded plies combined with belt 
plies to prevent tire deflection and 
loss of traction. Radial tire cords 
(bottom) run perpendicular across 
the bead for more sidewall flexibil- 
ity. Several belt plies strengthen 
the tread. 


even though 20 years ago these tires were the 
constructed of between two and eight rubber 


RD RADIALS 


running on bias-ply tires any more, 
andard. Bias tires were 
vated corded fabric plies 
Il across the width of the tread, and 
lternate ply would run in the opposite 


q 


| “(С 


Е) 


RADIAL 


FORMULAS FOR 


А considerable advantage of 
maintaining the overall diameter of 
your tires is the fact that changing 
it will affect your speedometer and 
rearend gearing, as follows. For 
instance, swapping your tires for 
larger-diameter ones will cause 
your speedometer to display slower- 
than-actual mph. 

small-diameter ti 


mph. If you make either of the 
changes, this problem can be 
died with a new speedometer gea 
The formulas shown here, and oth- 
ers. can be found in Motorbooks 
International's High-Performance 
Wheel & Tire Handbook by Jim 
Horner and HP Books’ Auto Math 
Handbook by John Lawlor 


гете. 


РЕВЕОВМАМСЕ 


The equation for determining 
actual speed from the speedome- 
ter-displayed mileage is: 


Actual speed = ew tire diameter 


old tire diameter x 
Speedometer reading 


Thus, if you 
225/60R15 tire 
ter) with P2 inch 
diameter), when the speedometer 
read 60mph, your actual speed 
would be 65.4 mph, enough to get 
you a ticket, 

Chang 


p your old 
nch diame- 


tire diameter obviously 


can't change the literal gear ratio, 
but it does change the effective 


drive ratio, acc 


ding to the fol- 
lowing equation: 


ІІІ 


Foreign Subscription Rates 


For all foreign subsc: 


PLUSES OF THE PLUS SYSTEM 


Using the Plus System allows you 
qo upgrade to a wider tire whi 
maintaining tire height, so you 
Thouldn't have to worry about it rub. 
bing the fiberglass fender. In this sy 
tem, as width and rim size increase, 
and sidewall height decreases, over. 


all diameter stays the same. 

In Plus 1 sizing, you increase rim 
diameter 1 inch and section width by 
10mm, and decrease the aspect ratio 
by 10 points. In Plus 2 sizing, you 
increase rim diameter 2 inches and 
section width 20mm, while decreas- 


ing the aspect ratio by 20 points. For 
example, let’s start with a 
P185/70R13 tire. A Plus 1 upgrade in 
this case would be a P195/60R14, and 
a Plus 2 upgrade would require a 
P205/50R15 tire. Tire width and 
wheel diameter have increased соп- 
siderably, but the overall tire diame- 
ter stays essentially the same. 


185/70R13 


ess — Pusa — Pius 2 гозузовлаз 
= - = | 
І | 
эз: л as 
| | 
-- М5 t. 


In the Plus System, as the rim diameter and section width increase, the aspect ratio decreases proportionally, allowing you 
to maintain the same overall tire diameter while increasing tread width. The resulting wider footprint provides better steer- 


ing response, cornering and braking. 


ONE SIZE DOESN'T FIT ALL 


The primary consideration in tire 
selection is choosing the correct 
The world's best tires are 

if they don't fit. Use a 
straightedge to measure depth 
from the center of the wheel-hub 
mounting surface (where the inside 
of the wheels contacts the mount- 
ine flange). forward to the front of 


ESSARY 


NO POSTAG 


‘Canada add $5.00 per 


year rige Includes GST). АП other 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 
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ign add $5.00 per year. 
For U.S. Rates See Over 


U.S. subscription rate the following 


‘amount (in U.S. funds) to cover surface 


Р.О. BOX 51851 


Measure width from the inside of 
the wheelwell to the surface of the 
mounting flange. Measure from that. 
same surface to the outside fender 
lip. That combined distance is an 
approximation of the largest section 
width you can use. Look for potential 
interferences like bulges. 

When measuring the front wheel- 

that the tires must. 
chin the wheelwell 


ккомт 


EDGE PRESSED 
EAR BRAKE DRUM 


NSN \ 


\ 


Е І 
FENDER ШР} 


шу larger tires than the 
rently running? If so, 
headache by measur- 
side of the wheelwell to 
flange and then to the 
to determine maxi- 
clearance. Be sure 
ges in the wheelwells. 


BOULDER CO 80323-1851 


without rubbing. With the wheel at 
full lock, measure from the inside of 
the wheelwell to the closest point 
on the tire. Repeat with the wheel 
at full lock-in going in the other 
direction. Have one or two people 
put their weight on the front fend- 
ers while you measure between the 
fender and the tire. These measure- 
ments will give you an approxima- 
tion of the maximum width and 
height you will be able to fit. 


With the front wheels at full lock, me 
sure the point where the tire comes 
closest to the inside of the wheelwell to 
avoid the problem of tire interference 
during cornering. 
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GETTING A 
LINE ON 
ALIGNMENT 


If your new tires are mounted at. 
a tire shop, alignment is typically 
thrown in as part of the service. А. 
misaligned front end can wear out. 
а set of new tires quickly, while 
greatly reducing your kit car's han- 
dling, steering, suspension and ride 
quality. The three areas of consid- 
eration in proper alignment are 
camber, caster and toe. 
Camber measures the tilt of the 
wheels, in degrees, from side to 
side, Negative camber occurs when 
the wheels tilt toward each other at 
the top. Positive camber occurs 
when the wheels tilt away from 
each other at the top. Zero camber 
occurs when the wheels do not tilt 
one way or the other. Too much 
negative camber can cause wear on 
the tire's inside edge, and will wear 
out ball joints. Excessive positive 
camber can cause wear on the tires 
outside edge, and can cause the car 
to pull to the left or right. 

Caster measures the tilt of the 
steering axis (or A-arm ball joints), 
in degrees, from front to back. 
‘Viewed from the side, if you draw a 
straight line from the spindle's 
upper ball joint through its lower 
ball joint, that’s the caster angle. 
Negative caster occurs when the 
steering axis is tilted forward at 
the top. Positive caster occurs when 


even though 20 years aj 
constructed of between 
that ran diagonally up 
down the opposite sidew 
diagonal, so that the pl 


The more plies, the s 
tire, Radial tires, 
| replaced bias tires on m 
cars in the late '70s, 
much better tire technol 
their predecessors. Li 


plies, but the cords run 
tally across the tread fri 


handling. Many 
restorers and vinta; 
builders still prefer bi, 
for their “correct” app 
but unless your kit car is 


Bias-ply tires (top) use 


sidewall, across the tread, 
the opposite sidewall тэ! 
sidewalls strong bu! 
belted tires (center] 
corded plies combin 
plies to prevent tire di 
loss of traction. Radi. 
(bottom) run perpendi 
the bead for more side 
ity. Several belt plies 
the tread, 
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A considerable | 
ing the over; 

our tires is the fact 
it will affect your spe 
rearend gearing, as 
instance, swappi 
larg diameter 
your speedometer to d 
than-actual mph 
small-diamete 
displayed s 
If you make ei 


mph 
changes, this problem 
died with a new врес 
The formulas shown H 
ers, can be found in| 


International's High 
Wheel & Tire Напа! 
Horner and HP Book] 


BIAS TOWARD RADIALS- 


165 not easy to find a street car running on bias-ply tires ап; 


crossed each other for strength. 


es, radials contain corded 


wall to sidewall, perpendicular to | 
the bead. Several stronger steel- 
belted plies with diagonal cords 
wrap around the circumference 
of the tire above the fabric plies, 
strengthening the tread. This | 
superior design results in a more 
flexible sidewall and improved | 

musclecar 


ily a show car, go with radials, 


plies running diagonally down the 
i, and up 


more, 
go these tires were the standard. Bias tires were 
two and eight rubber-coated corded fabric plies 
one sidewall across the width of the tread, and 
all. Every alternate ply would run in the opposite 
ies criss 


onger the | 
which | 
st street 


present | 
logy than 
ike bias 


horizon- 
om side- 


ply 
arance, 
primar- 


BIAS BELTED 


corded | RADIAL 
PLY 


Vine the | \ 


scu capnt 
jT AND WILD. 

PORSCHE: á " $ Q5 

— 

m YES! 

Send me: 

О! year (6 issues) 

юн пп ar (ss 

ЫҚ коктем 

О2уеаз (12 sue) 


Орото enclosed O same uus c 1901792395 
Nome (ою pen _ 
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vo offers good In те 
Bowers The obave offer good l 


MON rates. soo over. Atow 4 - 8 wooks (Or YOU! 


eee 
ы pane, 6/ZC7/KE 


pLUSES OF THE PLus 


System allows you 


g the Plu 
Using "o to a wider tire while 
кр шїп tire height, so you 
ma yt have t ту about it rub. 


orglass fender. In this sys- 


SYSTEM 


all diameter stays the same. 

n sizing, you increase rim 
бі inch and section width by 
10mm, and decrease the aspect ratin 
by 10 points. In Plus 2 sizing, you 
increase rim diameter 2 inches and 
Section width 20mm, while decreas- 


ing the aspect ratio by 20 points. For 
example, let’s start with a 
P185/70R13 tire. A Plus 1 upgrade in 
this case would be a P195/60R14, and 
а Plus 2 upgrade would require а 
P205/50R15 tire. Tire width and 
wheel diameter have increased con- 
siderably, but the overall tire diame- 
ter stays essentially the same. 


PLUS 2 205/50R145. 


ТӨЛІ! 


In the Plus System, as the rim diameter and section width increase, the aspect ratio decreases proportionally, allowing you 
to maintain the same overall tire diameter while increasing tread width. The resulting wider footprint provides better steer- 


ing response, cornering and braking. 


ONE SIZE DOESN'T FIT ALL 


The primary consideration in tire 
election is choosing the correct 
size. The world’s best tires are use- 
less if they don’t fit. Use a 
straightedge to measure depth 
from the center of the wheel-hub 
mounting surface (where the inside 
of the wheels contacts the mount- 
ing flange), forward to the front of 
the wheelwell and back to the rear 
of the wheelwell. That combined 
distance gives you a measurement 
for figuring out the largest radius 
tire you can use. Wheel 
backspacing (the distance from 
the mounting flange to the inside 
lip of the wheel rim) must also be 
taken into consideration 


old tire diameter 


new tire diameter x 
original drive ratio 


Effective ratio 


same tire and wheel 

ар as in the speedometer form 

With a gear ratio of 3.08:1, the 
effective ratio is reduced to 2.80:1, a 
definite performance decline 
The equivalent drive ratio 
\һе ratio needed to maintain the 
Same performance with taller tires 
calculated as follows: 


new tire diameter 


Old tire diameter x 
original ratio 


Equivalent ratio 


6:1 gears to main 
t ratio of the orig: 


Measure width from the inside of 
the wheelwell to the surface of the 
mounting flange. Measure from that 
same surface to the outside fender 
lip. That combined distance is an 
approximation of the largest section 
width you can use, Look for potential 
interferences like bulges. 

When measuring the front wheel- 
wells, remember that the tires must. 
be able to turn within the wheelwell 
{ғкомт 


STRAIGHT EDGE PRESSED 
AGAINST REAR BRAKE DRUM 


FRAME 
FENDER LIP— 


ti than the 
Jan to buy larger tires 

б bes are currently running? If 50, 
С? elf a headache by measur- 
е inside of the wheelwell to 
flange and then to CO 
ji determine maxi- 
Sta feni 1p deere 

the wheelwells. 


without rubbing. With the wheel at 
full lock, measure from the inside of 
the wheelwell to the closest point 
on the tire. Repeat with the wheel 
at full lock-in going in the other 
ection. Have one or two people 
put their weight on the front fend- 
ers while you measure between the 
fender and the tire, These measure- 
ments will give you an approxima- 
tion of the maximum width and 
height you will be able to fit 


With the front wheels at full lock, mea- 
sure the point where the tire comes 
closest to the inside of the wheelwell to 
avoid the problem of tire interference. 
during cornering. 
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— на на шш ES Е 
Toll-Free Order Line Lucas Group 

1-800-TO-LUCAS INTERNATIONAL 
90 INTERNATIONAL 


W. Coast 805-565-5842 
Р.О. Box 14052 МЕ. Plaza, Sarasota, FL 34278. 


Canada 705-725-8125 
T Undoubtedly the hottest exotic in the world today 
forafraction of the price with proven GM technology. 
Based on the 82-92 Camaro/TransAm, this easy 
| to build kit is a proven attention getter. Complete 
tumkeys start at $19,900, body kits at $4,500. Маке 
Gomme АШ] your dream а reality! Limited financing available. 


Based on a stretched Fiero, this is the 
ultimate in exotic reproductions. With up to 
incredible 600hp, this is as good as it get 
Body kits start at $6,500 and compl 
tumkeys at $22,900. m ж 
Absolutely immaculate! Finish and detail 
unmatched in industry. Call our tech line and 
find out why we are the best, unsurpassed іп 
pricing and quality in engineering. Body kits 
Start at $5,900, tumkeys at $19,900. many 
available. Dealer packages available, 


jue using your Tele/Fax 
VISAC.Calaógueony ба мебан oniy S15. | 813.305.0678 


Postage included LUCAS 


— — meu —— AUTODESIGN 


OWN THIS COMPLETE FIBERGLASS BODY FOR ONLY 5149590! 
(Plus Body is over 90% assembled) 
SUN RAy GT 


(Bradley GT Replica) 


~ 


PN 
АЗ 
“= 


* Fully reinforced body 
* Up to 50 M.PG. with stock engine 
* 0-60 M.PH. in as fast as 4 seconds with modified engine 
* No welding, fiberglassing or special tools needed 

* Gull wing doors 

+ Available 4-wheel disk brakes and 5-speed transmission 
* Electric drive package also available 


FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE and more informati 

ion 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-333-3494 (9-5 Central) 
or write: SUN RAY PRODUCTS CORP. 


= 8017 Ranchers Ва. 


- Minneapolis, MN 55432 
ФФ 527007 


МЕ ALSO HAVE 
BRADLEY GT АМО 
INVADER GT PARTS 


100 KIT CAR. 


ULTIMATE SPEEDSTER BUILDER 


* Expert Engineering 
(Engineering 


ИИИ 

toward completon о нове 

* Choice ol Porsche or VW. 
engine 


Info $5.00 


Lea. INDUSTRIES 
Expert Kit Cor Maker 
ЇЗ еее A 
Кемне, СА 90640 


Now: High-Performance ggf 80 
Eng FAX (213) 876-5151 


| YESTERDAY? 
‘Tikes TODAY 


Kit car builders looking for vin- 
tage-style tires for their projects 
no longer have to dig up buried 
treasure hidden in salvage yards 
In the last several years, a hand- 
ful of tire manufacturers, recog- 
nizing a burgeoning restoration 
market, have dusted off the origi- 
nal molds and started offering 
reproduction vintage tires 

Mickey Thompson offers '60s-era 
Redlines, and Coker is reproduc- 
ing both its Wide Trac tires and 
Firestone Redlines. Such vintage 
meats as BFGoodrich Silvertown 
Goldline and Redline tires are 
offered by Eckler’s Corvettes 

Vintage F70x14 and F60x15 
Goodyears, evocative of the mus- 
clecar era, are being reproduced 
by Kelsey Tires. Note, though, 
that, as we've stated, vintage 
tires are diminutive and primi- 
tive compared to the high-tech 
rubber being designed today, and 
regular highway driving is not 
recommended 


BFG Silvertowns were available on 

66 427 Corvettes and are being 

reproduced for restorers and repli- 

са builders. Can. vid imagine swap- 
0; 


ping the Р275/402Ң17 meats 


| BFGoodrich has just introduced a 
new and improved version of its 
immensely popular Radial T/A. This 
fifth-generation design (shown 
above left at left next to its prede- 
| cessor) features a number of en- 
hancements, such as increased 
sidewall stability, variable groove 
angles and computerized phasing 
of the tread. All of the changes 
have been designed to improve 
handling and tread life, without sac- 
rifices in either ride comfort or 
traction. At right is Michelin's Zero 
Pressure Enhanced Mobility Tire 
which will soon be available in a 
60-series size. 


What kind of tires will kit cars be using in the 
year 2020? Who knows? We may not even need tires 
25 years from now. The near future, however, does 
hold some interesting improvements. BFGoodrich 
has been able to upgrade its Radial T/A’s durabilit; 
and performance while maintaining the same quality 
of ride comfort and traction. Developments in rubber 
composition will reduce many of the com- 
promises in tire design. Michelin is developing a 
compound that provides high levels of wet traction 
while maintaining low rolling resistance 

Higher speed ratings are right around the corner. 
In fact, Mercedes is already using Y- (maximum 
speed of 168 mph) and W- (maximum speed of 186 
mph) rated tires. Z (over 149) is still the highest 
potential speed rating. 

“Run flat” tire technology is also improving 
stone, Good: and other manufacturers have 
40-series run-flat tires, and Michelin will soon offer a 
60-series as original equipment, and eventually as 

ement equipment. 
ire engineers and designers are now using com- 
puters to develop and evaluate tire designs by creat- 
ing electronic prototypes. The results are better 
designs, faster development and, ultimately, better 


М 


Rigid Design (ог f SQ 
Zero-psl Bead Retention 
Special Sidewall өн 
Reinforcement Rubber- 
Key to Zero-psl Performance 


SOURCES 


BFGoodrich T/A Tires 
Uniroyal/Goodrich Tire Co. 
Dept. KC09 

| 600 S. Main St. 

Akron, OH 44397 
216/374-3000 

| Bridgestone (U.S.A.) Inc. 
Dept. КС09 

Опе Bridgestone Park 

100 Briley Corners 
Nashville, TN 37214-0991 
615/391-0088 


Coker Tire 


Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222 
216/928-9092 


Auto Math Handbook 


Hoosier Performance Radials 


Dept. KC09 
One General St. 


Akron, OH 44329-0001 3 
216/798-3260 HP Books 

Kelsey Tire, Inc. Price Stern Sloan Inc. 

Dept. КС09 Dept, KCO9 Bua, Ste. 650 
РО. Box 564 11150 Olympic Blvd., Ste. 650 
Camdenton, MO 65020 Los Angeles, CA 90064 


800/325-0091 
Michelin 
Dept. КОЮ ы 
PO. Box 

Greenville, SC 29602-9001. 
803/458-612 | 


PERFORMANCE DIRECTORY 


LL 213-782-2732 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION 


KiT CAR INSURANCE 


By CONDON & SKELLY 


Г" [^ „Ж? 


— Ne, 


Please call for information & estimates. 


1-800-257-9496 


‘ale in GA, A, IL, IN, MO, RN, OH, OR, NO, $2, TN, W 


HOBBY / 
BUSINESS 
For Sale 


Complete molds, instructions, and 
inventories for Fiero full rebody 
kits, plus Quad 4 and V8 engine 
conversion toolings. Was $10,000, | | 
now offered at only $5,000 cash! 
This business will be sold, so сай | | 
now for details. 


(701) 352-1755 days | 


YOUR Qi 


Quality 


NEW FIERO 


ITE 


644 Terminal Way 
Costa Mesa, CA 82627 


THE VELO ROSSA SPYDER 


FITS YOUR 70-78 DATSUN 2402, 2602, 2802 

Furey tom $1,500, Body к 
Onespece Bonnet, One ресе Re 
stata 


VR ENGINEERING 
«®эк S. Rockord Orive 


Tempe. AZ 65281 


_DASH COVER 


[COMPLETE YOUR FERO-BASE KT CHANGE THE INTERIOR: | 
Lis Ay Feria Ki Interior 1o a New Level 
«бнаа in 20 minutes эн Fiero nenen Panel 
+ Coveret in Fine Stiche Embroided Imitation Leather 
“Нем Giove Box Included 

+ Only $150 + Shipping & Packaging 


PISA CORP 
Р.О. Box 15088-PKC. 
Beem) Phoenix AZ 85060-5088 
(602) 376-1550 


E] 


MOLDS ror SALE 


COMPLETE SET OF HIGH QUALITY MOLDS FOR NEW ORIGINAL WW 
BASED DESIGN INCLUDES WORLDMDE RIGHTS TO TRS QUICK- | | 


BULD, LOW-BUDGET Т AND NAMES OF 75 NEUS 
CUSTOMERS, PRICE 517,300 DELIVERED ANYWHEREIN | | 
CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 
CONTACT: AVIMAR, MARINA CUMANAGOTO 
CUMANÁ, VENEZUELA 
[HX /VOKEOTI-8833-5H4798 e MOBLE 011-58-14-937089] 


ORGINAL EMBLEMS AT DISCOUNT 


| am a pevate individual that has a few sots of 
‘emblems anc | jpeg to gat ла a thom, (bought 
Them биесі, rom Мау and you can 
SAVE HUNDREDS OF 3885 T 
2 OTS w OTD жа 2 зи. NOW зы 
ка now sera 
о m Re NOW Eae 
E Занон sare 
ras Wow Emote) т) Se NOW S3 
po Т2 821 - Now S207 
ALSO -PATCHES, DECALS à. 
A pren ee Nox Sar 


VS YOUR FIERO? 


Original Cobra П 
Magnesium Wheels 
1-800-824-7947 


СОЛО 
e 
(210) 3264 0 зва 


SPECIALTY CAR 


ASSEMBLY 


All makes & models. 
Specializing in FIERO Conversions 
Ки • Turnkeys * V-8 Conversions 


Fully Licensed, Insured & Certified 


* Excellent Craftsmanship, Shape, Fit 


ЛЛ ( 


UNLIMITED, 
7546 W. McNab Rd. B-28, N. Lauderdale, PL33068 | | 


305-726-0971 Fer 305-726-3043 


* Body Designed for Mid-Engine 

* Ideal Base for a Unique Specialty 
Car or as a Mold for Copies 

* Only $4,200 

Send "Io for Multi-Page Color Brochure 

JOHN S. MITCHELL 
PO. Box 2000-7, Mission Viejo, CA 92690 
PHONE/FAX: 714/496-0873, 


Recapture the Heart and Soul 
of a Legend 
A 


For more information сай 


(818)885—5097 өх. 427 


4 fossi Ss поі 


(srt 35 00 oman 
21422 Partheria 


tet asc wih Fesser Согу Олай Аз! 
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ELECTRIC CAR 
CONVERSIONS— 
WE WROTE 


^|| THE BOOK! 


"CONVERT IT" 
How-To Manual 
$30.00 postpai 
Expanded 3rd Edition 


ELECTRO AUTOMOTIVE 


РОВ 1113-KC 
Felton, CA 95018 


Соло Chasis & Suspension 
(Cente Body with Dash, 
Sen and Conde 

[220900 STAGET 


S/C 427 COBRA BODY & ORIGINAL 


STYLE FRAME а SUSPENSION 
620000 
шыг EURO SPIDER 
=. $7985.00 


COMPLETE READY TO DROP 5.0 АМО 
46 QUAD CAM MARK УШ 


KENSINGTON MOTORS, INC 
762 KENSINGTON по. 


For clr дөм өмі coo 
тор Foe, Iu - Engineering, 1580 NE. Roanoke, 
"le Springa, Mo, 6014. Or ell 16228-2960. 


ITALIAN 
Parts and 
5 арама and 


* Ferrari & Lamborghini 
original badges & script 

+ Coach builder's badges 

* Apparel, decals & more! 


68-page Catalog 
Call: 800-726-0555 


INTERNATIONAL роо САТЕ 


Ae AUTO PARTS eee VA 22906. 


EURO-WORKS 


Builder of Fine Specialty Cars 


$4995 0 


Mirage USA’s 
во Package 


Fiero Body Kits 


1. ТО: EURO-WORKS - 


‘Oho 


Full Spectrum of Auto 
Parts and Accessories 
for your VW-based kit car 


Louis, MO 63125. 
Send 63.95 for our 128 page catalog. 


(814) 638-7700 
v. rs dally - shipped worldwide 


Zt 
боду Styling Kit $2495.00 
базыс AC Bristol Ace Replica 
Miles Stock MGB 
viper Handling - Rock Solid Feel 
i E V-6 Engine Options 
mation Package $500 


qe 


Mustang II 5 Lug Rotors 


iocum ӘУ, 
д 


Bearing and зегі kit-$15.95 
HEIDT'S 01 


Е ал е. сома, П OSE 
US к r ajea ei) 487-0150 


AUBURN REPLICAS 


ATTENTION 
Fender and Beltline mouldings now 
available for the Heritage 500K, as well 
as hard to find special components, trim 
and accessories for many specialty cars. 
INFORMATION PACKAGE - $3.00 
ТНЕ CLASSIC FACTORY 
1454 Е. Ninth Street 
| Aaa Pomona, СА 91766 


3 (909) 629-5968 
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CALL 213-782-2732 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION 


PERFORMANCE DIRECTORY 


ess 

PREDATOR РЕ! 
12280 ~7 

(813) 539021 


Big & Smal 
Block Ё 


from $1695, 


computer, with LDI 
Suppor, complete tu 


Gas @ Partormanes 


Comet unis £ 


11 1993 LT-1 Enames, 
NEW"! wi, & Accessonies!! 


FiEuroize Now 


EURO/STYLED PRODUCTS FOR THE FIERO 


^ Finnod Versions. 
Jaguar Component 


Dealer дбав Invied - Made in US A. 
1191500000 


RFORMANCE, INC. 


rev N., Largo, FL 34643 


8 (800) 329.0810 


Plain, polished, chrome plated, 92 GM| 


IL connector, іші tech 
/m-key engines 


Rt 5 #1 Hot Rod Ln. Mena, AR 71953) 
(501) 394-5711 


CALL 


Call us First! 


for your hand-built Cobra or other fine classic 


iy build your kit 
to your specifications. Ask about 
+ All makes & models 
= 12-month warranty 
+ Competitive pricing 
+ Canadian export requirements 


(701) 235-1863 
Classic Assembly Company 


514 Oak. Fargo, North Dakota 58102 


| CTO 


Ты 
FIERO CONVERSIONS, ІМС, 
3410 WALKER ROAD, WINDSOR ОВ МС, 
(519) 972-4989 


EM — 


| COURTACH 


[NEED PARTS? 


OWNERS 


have them, 


n curved glass to emblems at up to 
lanufacturers 
'eplica wheels, 


COBRA 


HEADQUARTERS 


Parts & Accesso: 


Catalog #7 $5.00 (free with order) 
COBRA RESTORERS LTD 


3099 Carter Circle 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(404) 427-0020 


NNA US A. MANUFACTURER/BULDER. 
| Club Membership Avaliable sie OA DEDE | 
“ ТВЕЕТ | 
USA 
ри: (608) 586-3112 FAX: (500) 588-3467 
3 DEALERSHIP INQUIRY WELCOME 
| Ferrari 


„4 


Warp Five, Inc. a sr 
Montage. ^ eser e 


ed & Gi 


An economical у 


2013 South бї St 


Turn Keys availab 


uaranteed to fit 


yet fun car to drive 


Brochures - $5.00 
Auto Designs X, 


Bend 


Klamath Falls, OR 97601 (503) 884-1511 


POTENTIALLY AWESOME = 
NOS erway 

SE at pep ea 
— — 


К TESTAROSSA 


Front Signal/Fog Lights.$390.00 а pale 
"Daytona Lentes, $200.09 a pair 


a= 


a Discount on emblems . Harke ight ond im MÀ 
__ Other emblems ond lights avaible upon request _ 


Please coll or w 
C. WELCH 


1835 Wyoming , Las Cruces, NM $8001 


(605)521-7184 


The Complete Guide to 
Cobra Replicas 


152 
plus *4 Sch 
AII New, just released! 


Free with your order: current issue of both 
Cobras magazine and KCM/Cobra Trader 


1-800-995-8373 toll-free orders line 


Crown Publishing Company, Inc. 
F.O. Box 1337, Santa Carts CA 91388 


(805) 251-2223 voice + (605) 251-8584 fax 


FOR 
COLLECTIBLE 
KIT & SPECIALTY CARS! 


CollectorGuard 
CALL TODAY: 800/677-5172 


Heacock insurance Group, inc., Lakeland, FL 


A TO Z CAR EMPORIUM 


REBODY PACKAGES 
WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC 


WE HAVE 20 OF THE MOST POPULAR 
EXOTIC CARS ON THE MARKET TODAY 
9 HARD TOPS & 11 CONVERTIBLES 


CHASS 
EY AVAILABLE 
ELL, AND EXPORT 


INFO. PACKAGE SEND $5.00 US TO 


ATO Z CAR EMPORIUM 
5400 GRIFFIN RD 
DAVIE, FL. 33314 


1 олате Replica Parts» Kis 5292: 
OG or 24 Kt Fes Any Year ero 
We cay а full e o Tubro Hoods 4 Ground e. 


ae 


a59 Madete Ave: 163 Roosevelt ave, 
EDS (ІП ыш 
(201) 956-7570. 


PEORES 


Were proud o reduce the MSS, the ben 3-55 Cor 
vete rica ever production Tis В a very complete and 
lai t guaranteed to tum Deads and pres even De 
poral We have turkey cars 8 kits in stock. For an infor- 
mates package & ter poton, please send 5300 to: 
MEMORY MOTORS, INC. 
110 W. Avene G, Conroe, TX TH 
(uS) 763500 = FAE (48) 59245. 
[o 


[e 
p cpm 


Excitement! 


jend 9500, refundable with order, for the 
REN Fate Perlonmanee Equipment and 
Жашо бише 


а pages of products to enhance your Пегаз 
аата beauty, tom Tulbocharger 
ет to Personal Accessories: 
International 
Research 
Motorsports, Inc. 
18100 Cashell Ra. 
Rockville, 


мр 20853, 
1401) 948-3301 


Body Component Assembly 
Body/Chasss Component А» 
Turnkey (Fiero Conversions) 
Turnkey liche Chassis) gd. 
Turnkey (Tbe безі) 5 d 
(тее Info Package 


ғо 


5,500 Gn. 
15,000 Con, 
40/000 Con. 
Auto... $0,000 Con. 
Stondrd ... 65000 Con 
$25.00 


sembly 


VORTEX MOTORCARS INC. 


те. (604) 820-1177 SHOP 
Y OFFICE 
528209 PAGER 


DONOR CARS: 82:92 Firebirds or Camaros 
CONVERSIONS: 13-pc. Fiberglass Bodywrap 
PRICE: $4,995 « Dealer Inquiries Welcomed 


«ши - 
су — O- 
РЕТТЕ 


с. 
300 North Main street, Shelbyville, TN 37160 
+ East: (615) 684-1990 + West: (510) 458-0349 


4-800-898-0008 


2 


$ 


оз) 321-8585 FAX 009 587-3344 


JOHNEX COBRAS 


Canadian 


Manufacturer 


—/ 


From Kis to Tum keys. 
Parts & Accessories 
Hand:Laid Fiberglass Body & Parts (scale) 
Assembly Available for other Kits 
— 
‘Sat n A Notth,Unit 88 
Се 
(905) 790-0470 


AXOLINI 32NVWi3OJiU3d 


Only Fall Line of Automotive Insulating Products 
Radiant heat from the exhaust system adversely 
affects electronic controls, deteriorates wiring, 
"and other under hood components. Thermo: 
fee producta protect these parte and improve 
408 8 eflciency to increase horsepower. 

Call for Distributor near you. 
THERMO-TEC 1-800-274-8437 


The perfect Cobra replica deserves Smiths. 
Griginal style instruments from Nisonger. 
Specialists in the rebuilding. repair and 

Sule of Smiths and British Jaeger instru- 
ments since 1949. For more information, 


fall or write to: 
(ШП а 2 
зы? 


pen 


570 Mamaroneck Ave. 
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Alis The Spartan 


ша PES 
engine starter ti 
‘Spartan Motorcar Company 
6555. Rancho Sota Fe Rd 


Viso Vince breton 
Seta recs бин к 
Crown Publishing Company, Inc. 
РО, Box 1337-P 
Santa Сй, CA 91386 


(805) 251-2223 


COUNTACH $3000 


For FIERO * 50005 or 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 


FIEROROSSA $3000 
FIERO • TRANS AM + FIREBIRD 


SEND $10 FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION VIDEO 


G.L. CARS & CONCEPTS 


3329 TERM, BURTON, MI 48529 


Leorza | 


WESTFIELD SPORTS CARS 


Importer/Distributor 
WESTFIELD COMPONENTS, INC. 

17 Knight Street * Watertown, СТ 06795 
203-274-1935 » FAX 203-274-6223 
Desier 
SPRINTO ENTERPRISES 
921 Rosedale Road SE » Cedar Rapids, IA 5200) 
3193662351 


IG Muse белсе 


Сома Ante, 
lasse Motor Cargos 
[1 

Concours West 
етсе 
Seren Cassi 


ERA hapten Acoma, 
Eo wers 
Evert Monson loa 
peers 


Fer Bus 
Fors Sv. 

esty Produce 
8 Cars E биши. 


rd Eagan. 
болос Morar 
Heacock nse Group. 
Hels нә йо лор. 
Homage длин. 
Маат с... 


FASTER FIEROS 


| would like some information about 
upgrading an 86 Fiero engine and trans 
юп. | have installed a 328 Ferrari 
replica body on my car and have a stock 
Vé engine and three-speed automatic 
transmission. | would like to know if you 
could do an article on the pros and cons 
of an engine or transmission swap for a 
Fiero, Some transmission shops have told 
me that a beefedup three speed will not 
handle more than 225-250 hp. The torque 
would tear the transmission apart. would 
like to know if anyone has worked on 
putting а four-speed automatic in a Fiero. | 
know there are companies that will sell the 
components needed to swap in either а 
VB or Quad 4 engine, but do you have any 
statistics on cost, performance and 
headaches that | might encounter? 


Gary McQuade 
Houston, TX 


Іт planning to install a GM3800 V6 
with four-speed automatic in my '84 


KIT TECH 


3227) for V8 installations; IFG 
(909/597-4110) for single- and twin- 
turbo setups for Fieros; Fiero Plus 
(613/596-6269) for performance 
parts; Corson Motorcar Со. (602/375- 
2544) for V8 and Quad 4 installations; 
and Gary Zumalt (816/966-0595) for 
V8 conversions. Costs for the various 
installations vary а great deal and 
depend on what needs to be done and 
the amount of power desired, 

We recently had the opportunity to 
put a pair of American Custom 
Engineering (ACE) Fieros through the 
paces, and, frankly, the results are 
impressive. One vehicle was fitted with 
а turbocharged (10 Ibs boost) Quad 4 
(325hp) and five-speed Getrag tranny, 


By Jim Youngs 


and the other with а GM 3800 V6 
(170hp) and four-speed automatic 
(used in the Lumina minivan). The 
impressive Quad 4 setup recorded 
average 0-60mph times of 5.51 sec- 
onds and 0-30 times of 2.14 seconds. 
It's definitely a sleeper package with a 
surprisingly quick kick. The more 
streetable, nicely packaged GM 3800 
engine hit 60 mph at an average of 
6.92 seconds and 0-30 in 2.41 sec- 
onds. The increased midrange torque 
is what makes this package especially 
appealing for improved throttle 
response on the freeway. The company 
is working on а supercharged version 
as well. Kits for installing both of these 
packages start at $1000. We're 
scheduling a tech feature on these 
engine swaps, so stay tuned. 


FIERO FACTS 

As a new reader of Kit Car, 'm consid- 
ering one of the Countach«style rebodies 
based on the Fiero. Му concern is that 
because this car is no longer in produc- 
tion, its resale value has not held up well. 


. Fiero, The problem is the axles—would Could you tell me what the car’ reliability 
Y | |52 5 all the stock hubs and brakes remain? is like? Is it prone to rust? Are parts ауаї- 
E: box ATTENTION! UN s = able, and are the prices reasonable? How 
ооа . THIS KIT OTHERS} | бие 3 Ed Jim Wagoner easy is it to transfer parts from other 
з= S FITS... Бәке 1% Hobbs, NM Pontiac/GM automobiles? Most impor- 
gie iu m j| Miuno — 5 tantly, how does this car, used as a 
57 Maas ыйсы, 2 Т ат currently in the planning stages of base, affect resale value once a kit bes 

X MUSTANG Ì TUBULAR Marge asenon Co my Fiero conversion, which will include a been added? 
‘CONTROL ARMS FROM [real rebody package, suspension upgrade Brett Tabin 
а Мейес and engine swap. | have decided оп а Santa Monica, CA 


A MUSTANG N ADJUSTABLE 
‘STRUT RODS! $129.99) 
э BRAKE KTS « Loan 
Y CARRERA SHOOKS Гу 
+ PACKA PIONS a бенде LU 
B17.536-3820'— 


S608 PARKER RENDERE 
FT. WORTH, TX 76119. winded 


FIBERGLASS BODY KIT TO TRANSFORM. 
YOUR 74-94 "VETTE 


TURN KEY AVAILABLE. FOR MORE 
INFORM, 


HOT ROD Makes You 


A 


Winner Every Time! 


Get behind the wheel 
of the world's 
largest selling 

automotive publication 


Now On Sale At Your 


Local Newsstand! 


о 


Quad 4 conversion and ат having diff 
Culty locating performance parts for the 
engine, such as turbochargers, cams 
and fuelinjection systems. Could you 
please recommend a supplier which car- 
Ties these and other components? 


Graham Oakley 
Armdale, Nova Scotia, Canada 


Putting more horsepower in the lowly 
Fiero engine bay is a hot topic among 
Kit Car readers (that's why it's our 
Cover story this issue). Actually, there 
is a lot that can be done in terms of 
‘Swapping out the fourbangers and У65 
for а Quad 4 or а V8, or adding turbos 
to help stock motors. What your trans 
mission can handle will depend upon 
the engine’s amount of torque and your 
tire size—not horsepower. The follow. 
ing companies specialize in adding 
muscle to Fieros and should be consult- 
ed: American Custom Engineering 
(303/259-4156) for Quad 4, turbo and 
GM3800 installs; V-8 Archie (616/683- 


‘Although this Quad 4, 

the Fiero engine bay, may look inno- 
cent enough, with a turbo from АСЕ its 
‘one potent package. 


` à г 
According to ACE, the 3800 engine and 

ѕахіе from a Lumina minivan, alo 
slip right into a Fiero. A supercharge‘ 
versien used in the Bonneville SSEI 
sport sedan should work even better. 


The Fiero makes an excellent donor 
car, Brett, for a kit project. Even though 
it hasn't been in production since 1988, 
parts are readily available from GM and 
several of the Fiero owners’ associations 
around the country. Many run-of-the-mill 
cars lose considerable resale value, but, 
in my view, that is one of the advantages 
of using such a car as a donor vehicle 
for building a kit car—it's relatively 
cheap. Once you add the exotic body, it 
really is anyone's guess as to the resale 
value. However, the V6 version will com- 
mand a higher price than the four-cylin- 
der version, and the '88 model, due to 
its improved brakes and suspension, is 
the most soughtafter. It would depend 
оп the quality of the build, the type of 
modifications made and the area in 
which you live, among other criteria. 
Fieros were not necessarily prone to 
serious rust since they featured compos- 
ite body panels. And yes, there are some 
GM components that will work on the 
Fiero (see the answers to the following 
questions on engine swaps). 
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* FOURTEEN YEARS OF BUILDING ABSOLUTE 
QUALITY WITH EACH KIT OR TURN KEY. 
* CALL US & SEE WHY WE GUARANTEE 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION. = 


MidStates Classic Cars 


835 W. Grant, P.O.Box 427-P, Hooper, NE 68031 


402/654-2772 
FAX • 402/654-2332 


WRITE OR PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE BROCHURE OR SEND 
А COMPLETE PACKAGE OF INFORMATION & CURRENT PRICES 


“Authoritative. 


| Our 308-page Kit Car/Street Rodder's bible. 
жуу) —— ) 212 
27006 
uox 
1994 


PREFERRED CUSTOMER EDITION. 


| 
1 


у Motors, Inc. Dept 1202 
P.0. Box 81906, Lincoln, NE 68501-1906 


Hours: 7 a.m.- 7 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday 
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| BAD CAD 
have an old Cadillac 472ci engine that 
has been in the family for quite some time, 
and | want it now to 


baddest kit C. 

5 for me, give me cubes 

ay! My dilemma is that | just can't set 

de for leaving it stock. Who offers perfor. 
a for Cad motors? 


John Kilpatrick 
Houma, MS 


Actually, John, Cadillac motors have 
long been fairly popular in the street rod 
| ranks, but keep in mind that anything other 
ti Blue Oval in the engine bay may 
the resale value of a Cobra replica. 
Certainly, 472- and 500ci Cad engines 
ide the kind of groundpounding 

е seeking. There are several 
ms offering high-performance compo: 
5 for Cadilac engines which help to 


| keep the costs of building a monster within 


We suggest you contact 
rsports Development 


| (813/648-5114) and Maximum Torque 


Specialists (508/297-4544) to see what 


Stuff wil help build your 


FLAT SPOT 


My Cobra replica from Antique & 
Collectible Autos is powered by a mild 289 
fitted with an Edelbrock 600сіт Performer 
carburetor. | experience a flat spot right off 
idle when | try to accelerate away from a 
stop. Some of my buddies tell me that its 
just the way the carb pump is set up, but | 
Cant totally believe that is the cause. Maybe 
you could help by suggesting some other 
things to look at 


Steve Firestone 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada 


If you don't already have one, Steve, we 
Suggest you contact Edelbrock (310/781- 
2222) for a carburetor owner's manual 
Just to familiarize yourself with ай the parts 
and their adjustments. Flat spots can be 
Caused by several conditions, including 
excessive lean or rich conditions or 
improper ignition timing. We tend to think 
of this as a carb problem, but ignition tim- 
ing can be blamed at least half of the time. 
If the timing has been checked, look for 
fuel or air leaks inside and outside of the 
Carb. Sometimes idlefeed restrictors can 


get clogged as well, Edelbrock also has 
a tech help line (310/781-2900) to help. 


of its prodi 


еб а book on 
the 427 It seems nobody has 
any info on this magnificent Ford legend! 


Wayne Osgood 
Anchorage, AK 
е is enough 
ne design to fill a 
r of debat 


are $5 each; call 800/800-5227). Y 
might also want to check out Ca 
Shelby's Racing Cobra, by Dave 
Friedman and John Christy, as well as 
other books on the subject available 
through Classic Motorbooks (800/826 
6600). 


REAREND RATIOS 


I've read somewhere that there is а 
formula for figuring out what axle rat 
my car has. Do you know what that for. 
mula might be? 


J.R. Stevens 
Milwaukee, WI 


Yes, J.R., there is a simple formula for 
figuring out the rear-axle gear ratio. We 
pulled the following formula right out of а 
very handy publication, The Auto Math 
Handbook, by John Lawlor (HPBooks 
800/421-0892). The gear ratio formula is: 


rpm x tire diameter 
mph x 336 


To illustrate, let's say your kit has a 
stock 10-bolt ‘Chevy rearend, with 28- 
inch-diameter tires. At 60 mph, the rpm 
is 2000. Plug these numbers into the for. 
mula and you get an axle ratio of 2.78:1. 


2000 x 28 inches 


2o00 ches „2 
60x 336 gu 


Help! | can't use 
the stock shifter or 
linkage on my Chew- 
powered street rod. | 
have а TH350 ашо 
matic transmission. 
What can | do, short 
of fabricating my 
own shifter and link- 
age (something l'm 
not qualified to do)? 


Tim Silver 


Vintage 550 Spyder 
A ___ 


For ten years, the leader in quality, performance and 
handling. This car has been tested by all major 
magazines, with the same results, “#1” 


BECK DEVELOPMENT 


1531 West 13th-Unit E, Upland, CA 91786 
909/981-3840 


Carson City, NV 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA KIT CAR CLUB'S 
12th Annual Beauties by the Bay 
Hand Crafted Automobile Concourse 


Saturday & Sunday 
September 10-11,1994 
Hours: 10 to 5 Saturday - 10 to 4 Sunday 


Come and enjoy the Largest 2 day KIT CAR show in 
northern California, , 
This event wil be held at the San Leandro Marina 
For entry forms and vendor information 
Call (510)938-1442 ог (510)689-1325 
Or Write to: NC KCC. 3317 Ellesmere Ct, Walnut Creek Ca 94598 


m 
@; 
Howto 


Written for 
the amateur 


i 
$19.95 53255. 38 Pages of Шелейт 


тта 


пу Auto Motion "Show Cars" 
408 Maidon Lane 
Pleasant Lake, Michigan 49272 fi 


Performance 


Small blocks & big blocks... 
Trannys - 350's, Toploaders, 

C-6's and more. 
Turn-key combinations... 
Cobra Packages!!! 
It's an asphalt jungle out there and you've got to be performance 
wise to survive. Performance engines, transmissions and compo- 
nents from JASPER are built to come out fighting in the survival of 
the fittest. We have power ranges to fit a multitude of kit car 
applications. So whether you want to stay ahead of the pack or 
have them eat your dust, let JASPER devour your competition! 
Balanced engine assembly, align 
honing, square decking, torque 
plate honing... and more. 
Call us for a free quotation 


1-800-827-7455 


af ^ SER 
"Perlormance Products 
815 Wernsing Rd. - Jasper, IN 47546 


A division of 


Jasper Engines & Transmissions ^ Not legal for sale or use in Сайа 


DISCOVER THE LONE STAR 


cover Lone Star Classics and the 


D 
Daene we make in the enjoy- 


ment of building and driving a repro- 
duction sports car kit, From the very 
first phone call to the delivery of your 
kit you'll find Lone Star is committed 
to your satisfaction. 


15427 Cobra Kit $10,500 
15300 Mercedes Kit $12,500 
1553 Corvette Kit $16,500 


(817) 431-5422 


йу, Tim, adding a floor shifter 
and linkage is a very easy proposition 

most automatic transmissions 
Gennie Shifter Co. (818/337-1986) and 


е 


Lokar Inc. (615/966-2269) both make 
transmission-mounted shifter kits which 
are adjustable to fit a wide variety of 
installations and most automatic tran- 
nies. Both systems feature varying 
lengths of shifters, adjustable linkage, 
neutral safety switch and adjustable 
stick positions. 1 have personally 
installed both brands (not at the same 
time, however) on my Indy Exotics 
Cobra and can attest to their ease of 
installation. Both the Gennie and the 
Lokar, in some form, utilize the upper 
two mounting bolts of the tailstock for 
the rear mounting on the TH-350 model. 


COMPATIBLE COMPUTER 


I'm using an 80 Chevy 305 and 
Quadrajet four-barrel from à Firebird in 
my Classic Roadsters Healey replica. My 
plan is to keep the engine completely 
Stock. My worry is that | won't be able to 
add many aftermarket goodies that will 
be compatible with the stock computer. 
Are there any hipo parts | can add with- 
out confusing my computer? Can that 
Computer be altered or tailored to work 
with some goodies? 


Rudy Taylor 
Bountiful, UT 


You're in luck, Rudy—there's lots of 
Stuff on the market that can be installed 
ота computer controled engine without 

using things. An EGR-equipped 
Edelbrock (310/781-2202) Performer 
manifold, for example, is a good start 
and will work well іп Conjunction with a 
good exhaust system. Companies such 


as Thrush (602/894-1530) and Walker 


67-DYNO) offer catback exhaust 
llation, and both 


ENGAUGING MATTER 


Іт a Swedish Cobra kit car builder 
and | am іп need of an electric/pulse. 
type speedometer. | would like 2 gauge 
that has a classic face, maybe with a 
chrome bezel and white needle and num 
bers on a black background. | have a 
mechanical speedo now, and | am hav. 
ing considerable difficulties calibrating it 
to compensate for gear ratio, tire size 
and transmission. 


Pelle Skogquist 
Gavie, Sweden 


Several companies offer vintage-style 
instruments, Pelle, and we suggest you 
contact Classic Instruments (503/548. 
1940) and Nisonger (914/381-1952) for 
your particular application problems. 
Classic offers electronic, programmable 
speedos іп 120- or 160mph, or 200kph 
versions. The sending unit for the 
speedo is a magnetic sensor applied to 
a rotor or drum which can be calibrated 
in the 50трһ range with the odometer 
synchronized to the pointer adjustment. 
Classic also offers pulse signal genera- 
tors that fit many metric applications. 


ELECTRIC AVENUE 


Please send information concerning 
electric conversions of any and all ele- 
ments of electric autos. Do you have 
info on any resources available to the 
end user, such as parts, equipment, bat- 
teries and heaters? 


Carl Crawford 
Omaha, NB 


We don't have the space here, Carl, to 
get too deep into the components neces- 
Sary to do an electric conversion, and we 
don't normally respond directly to individ- 
ual requests for information. But we can 
direct you to Convert It, a detailed step- 
by-step manual for converting an internal- 
combustion vehicle to electric power. 
The manual is written by Electro 
Automotive principals Michael Brown and 
Shari Prange. The cover price is $24.95, 
plus $3.50 postage and handling, and 
can be sent to Electro Automotive, Dept. 
КС09, Р.0. Box 1113, Felton, CA 
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QUALITY, 
STYLING, 
SELECTION. 
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There's 2 LECARRA 
Custom Steering Wheel 


ad the finishing 


fouch to any Kt Car. 
Premium Hand-Craft 
Wood or eather Wraps 
V. . опе Piece 6061-16 Aluminum. 


* Over 8 Wood and 15 Leather 
Styles to Choose From. 

= Available in 127, 13°, 14° 
and 15" Diameters 


© Hub Adapters to Fit 
Mosi Conversions 


Priced trom 

‘79.0010 $398.0, 
Dor? Pay More or Less 
Ta Orter Direct: 800-432-8170 


Catalog Jest $3.00 


From PS Engineering... 
[The GT-40 style wheel family for 
lyour replica, street rod, etc. 

ze 

15х75 
15x95 4009.10 4.50. 

15 x 9.5 5.50” to 6.00" MEK! 
Гос more info: PS Engineering, 
2675 Skypark dr. #102, Torrance, 
Ca. 90505 or phone 310-534-4477, 
fax 310-534-4977. U.S. made and proud. 


4.00" to 4.5 


to doors and trunk or 


-SUPERSOLENOIDS- 
Convert your doors or unk to 


two transmiten and 
instructions $149.94" 


-REMOTE ENTRY- 
Tire functions - operates. 


window ischudes relays, 


-DORGOS- 
Pop your doors, trunk, or hood open after 
your latch is ripped includes mounting 
‘screws and jam plates S39 95*pr. 


‘electri operation with бе most 
powerful kit on the market. 
Switebes inchuded-weatherproof 
exterior, heavy 12 gauge wire, 
40 amp circuit breakers, stainless 
cable, supersolenoids for two. 


doors 5149.95* 


CALL 206-652-0701 
UNKL Al's Custom Emporium 
910 - 156th. St. М.Е. Arlington, WA 98223 


Switches, Wi 


95018, 408/429-1989. 
T ментер 


UNKL АГ: 


-Jor your wiring needs!! 
iing Components and Electrical Panels. 
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жымы,” 


КІТ ТЕСН 


TALKING HEADERS 


I'm going to use a stock cast-iron 
exhaust manifold on my fog powered 
Speedway Track-T. | can't afford much 
chrome or many specialty parts right 
now, and | just want to get the thing 
on the road and add bits as time goes 


headers, so whatever | do now has to 
last for some time. Any ideas? 


Butch Field 
Searcy, AK 


We hear from our friends at Empire 
State Specialty Car Association, Butch, 
that Eastwood's (800/345-1178) 
Stainless Exhaust Coating works real 
well. At least one member of that club 
has used the stuff for coating his com: 
plete exhaust system, manifold to 
tailpipe, and reports that it is long-ast- 


ing and looks great. A pint of the 
brushable Stainless Stee! Coating sells 
for $14.95, and it is formulated to 


by. Is there anything | can do cheaply 
to dress up the exhaust? It may be a 
while before | can save up enough for 


withstand temperatures 


degrees Fahrenheit. Eas 
sells an Exha 

hich includ 
and an aerosol of exhaust paint 


FUN WITH FIBERGLASS 


Tve really got a hankering to make my 
own fiberglass body, but I'm having trou. 
ble locating any good manuals on the 
subject. Do you have any suggestions? 


Bill Streeter 
Omaha, NB 


We recently came across an interest. 
ing publication, How to Build a Custom 


FROM HEIDT'S, THE Hi l- 
IN MUSTANG IPS Kifa, FADER 


The ultimate in looks. 
Arms come complete, 
ready to install. Includes. 
ball joints, bushings, and 
ross shafts, Also 
available in 

Polished 


TUBULAR 
LOWER A-ARMS 
NEW tom Heist Ful vianguste A-Arm design 
Uses ro siut Tod ust He GM Aske) Conte 
Wiha joints an al пазат: Соте 
Ата ue ioc stag pings раст, Son 
be added to update a finished car with Mustang IFS, 
ог provide the finishing touch for new installations. ” 

Aigo vata in Poles Stanes Son = 


$339pa- 


Toll-Free: (800) 841-8188 
(708) 487-0150 


55 
HEIDT'S 


HOT ROD SHOP, INC. 


1345 N. Old Rand Ra. 
Wauconda, IL 60084 


Fiberglass Body, by Sonny Walicki of 
ппу Auto Motion Show Cars, Ltd. 
7/769.6314). This Gd page manual, 

| with 38 pages of illustrations ($19.95 


It may look like Luke Skywalker's idea 
of a street rod, but it does help to illus- 
trate several aspects of creating your 
own fiberglass body. 


plus $3.50 shipping), takes a very 
hands-on approach in showing how to 
create your own design, covering all 
the stages from line drawings to foam 
plug to fiberglass layup. Some of the 
misspellings and expressions are a bit 
comical ("graft paper" and "help full 
hints"), but the technical information 15 
still useful, right down to the materials 
list you'll need. So go to it, Bill, and 
send us a photo when you're done. 


FREE SPIRIT 


Some time back | wrote to ask you 
about a three-wheeled car called Free 
Spirit made by Hudson Component Cars 
in Norwich, England. | know you get a lot 
of mail and undoubtedly questions on a 
wide variety of weird cars. | keep the 
clipping of the Spirit on my wall in hopes 
that some day | can get some more infor- 
mation on this unusual vehicle. Any more 
ideas on the Free Spirit? 


Jack Wise 
Fremont, CA 


You're right, John, we do 

4 „ get a lot of 
mail and we can't possibly personally 
answer every question. We try to publish 
those questions that will provide the 


most benefit to a wide range of readers, 
1 did write to Hudson, however, because 


ү! and its sister 


|, too, т 
car, the (a two-seater), 
intriguing. A 
from t Co. 
8341) inf t is the current 


represen H Component 
Cars in the United States and has 
delivering kits. The unusu 
are based on a Ren. 
fourbanger and transmission. The 
three-wheeler car weighs in at 700 
pounds and is built on a ladder-frame 
chassis with only eight fiberglass body 
panels. The company offers a complete 
body and chassis kit that includes some 
30 specialty pieces ($3371), and plenty 
of optional components such as head- 
lights, exhaust pipes, steering wheels 
and mirrors. In most states, the Spirit 
‘ars are licensed as motorcycles. 


NUMBER NINE 


It makes sense that since the Ford 
9inch rearend has established itself as 
the axle to use for racing, a lot of kit 
cars, like my Classic Motor Carriage 
34 Coupe, use them. I'm going to bu 
another car someday, and | want to be 
able to distinguish this axle from the 
rest in the junkyard. What donors most 
likely will have a 9 incher, ог what char. 
acteristics do they have that would 
make picking one out of a stack of 
boneyard axles easier? 


Jerry Hale 
Mountain View 


Іп production from the "505 through 
the 80s, these strong rearends are 
plentiful. Nine.inchers also have a wide 
selection of gear ratios, even though 
опе case cover was used, and they do 
not have tapered shafts, so shortening 
and resplining is a relatively inexpen: 
sive proposition. The 94псһ axle shafts 
are also retained by bearings and not 
C-clips, and their dropout carrier 
assembly simplifies gear-ratio changes. 
The Ford 9-inch was used extensively in 
а wide variety of cars. About the only 
autos without one were Mustang lls, 
Fiestas, Mavericks, Rangers and front- 
wheeldrive vehicles. A helpful spotter's 
guide to the Ford 9inch сап be found 
in our July '92 issue (reprints $5; call 
800/800-5227). We also suggest уои 
contact Currie Enterprises (714/528- 
6957), a company that specializes in 
reconditioned 9-inchers. 


| Have a technical problem with assem- 
Send your questions to 


E your 


The Best just got Вене 
UNIQUE MOTORCARS is proud to offer the 289 FLA COBRA Replica 
Editor's Choice "Best of Show” 1991 Knot’s Berry Farm AHA Show 
SCVA “Best Open Sports” 199 
Feature Car “CAR and DRIVER" (D 
The Oldest 427 COBRA Replica Manufacturer in the World 
ized as the "BEST COBRA KIT CAR" ("KIT CAR MAGAZINE" Jon. 1990) 
14 COBRA Replica to be featured on the of "CAR and DRIVER" (Dec. 1991) 
Winner 1990 Good Manufacturing Practices" award (Association of Handcrafted Automobiles) 
Our "Deluxe Pallet Kit” is the Most Complete Kit available. Only 100 hours to assemble 
(Original Specs on Major Bolt-on Accessories Hand-laminated Fiberglass Bod 
Buy the BEST! SECOND PLACE DOESN'T EVEN COME CLOSE! 
For Full Color Brochure, send $5.00 US Funds. 
minute VHS Factory Tour and Performance Video send $22.95 US Funds to: 
UNIQUE MOTORCARS 
250 E. BROAD ST. Dept. KC, G 
x VISA or Mastercard orders: (205) 546-370 
(Canadian customer please send a Postal Money Order) 
international customers add $2.00 US for Brochure and $600 US for Video) 
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Auto Sport Performance Products 
1240 East Gilbert Drive, 42, Tempe, AZ 85281 (602) 966-9906 


COBRA & *GT 40 MK II Replicas. 
VVV 


Duplicat 
it's are 


convince people it wasn't the real thing.” 


CRIBE AND SAVE! 


1 Year (6 issues) Only $12.95 
To order, write to: 
KIT CAR, Р.О. Box 53949, 
Boulder, CO 80322-3949 
or call: 
1-(800)-800-5227 
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BODY SWAP? 


The AX4 is the fourth car boch 
have designed and buit over the past 
26 years. Its like my AX2 (based on 
the Karmann Ghia), but has been. 
widened 8 inches. 

The body, floor, wheelwells and 
firewalls are one piece of woven rov- 
ingreinforced polyester layup. The 

gas cap, door handles, antenna bumpers, and hood and trunk handles are all invisi 
ble, leaving one of the cleanestlooking cars around. Where 1 could, | used stainless 
steel for other components, making the AX a lifetime car. 

The AX4, however, needs a chassis, and I am wiling to negotiate a trade. 


Rich Abbott 
Box 4 
Grand Isle, VT 05458 


THE REAL 
ROADSTER 


My 16year project is quite an 
unusual car because it is a real 
55 AC roadster. It is completely 
rebuilt 10 carry the 427 body | 
with a 289. It has a complete. 
Cobra suspension with all Heim- 

nted control arms. The car has 
a full comp dash with all paneling 
done in aluminum. The chassis is 
copied off Mike Shoens’ Daytona 
Coupe with full triangulation 
around the engine and transmis 
sion and а full comp trunk with a 
42-gallon comp tank. 

This was a custom job, with 
the chassis work done 10 years 
ago by Tom D'Antonio (Hi-Tech 
Motorsports) of Arizona. The sus: 
pension was completed by Dave 
Dralle of Dralle Engineering in Los 
Angeles. We have just finished 
the car, and it has only about 100 
miles since completion 


Fred Kroll 
Silverdale, WA 


VIPER KILLER 


"Viper Killer" has 
investment of more {һап 
ears of time. 

орга was built in 
ly wellknown West 
Coast oval track and race car chassis 
builder as his Sunday "drive-around" 
special. The square-tube frame and 
chassis were custom designed to fit a 
Frankland quick-change narrowed 
link adjustable 


Tworked on it all winter, and now the 
car is equipped with a blown and 
nitrous'd Chevy 454, bored .030. The 
engine is fitted with a forged Moldex 
Steel crank and rods with 11.5:1 TRW 
dome top pistons. It produces 600 bft 
of torque and 800 hp without nitrous, 
and hits 77 mph in First 

1 also installed an MSD distributor, 
8.8mm wires, hot plugs, an MSD 
Super Blaster coil and a major 
rewiring job. For safety's sake, | added 
ап RIS 3inch four-point harness, a e. 
inch steel driveshaft loop, a fire extin- 
guisher, ignition kill switch, battery dis- 
connect switch, an active Cobra roll 
bar and much more. The hood has а 
special cutout now to accommodate 
the new look, which barely clears the 
original-style dual-quad Cobra air 
cleaner, 

Since this is а fourspeed car, | want 
ed to make sure that there were no 
accidents when it came to the nitrous. 
So installed microswitches on the Third 
and Fourth gear linkages and on the 
wide-open throttle points of the carb. 
This Keeps the nitrous off іп the low 
gears and on only with wideopen тое 
tle in Third and Fourth, This Cobra is 
Kinda Ike putting а jet engine on roler- 
Skates. It will definitely smoke Vipers! 


Tom Smelker 
Dearborn, MI 


Dear Reader: Show us your kit car! We kn 
hance to tell others about st. Take a few 
your project, and sen 

СА 90048. 


о here's your 
т some details about 


Ж. 


Cobra original reve 
fading Stewart Wa 


lor brochure & info $5.00 
Video factory tour $10.00 


SET THE ROAD ON FIRE!! 


Integrity Coach Werks FOR MORE INFORMATION 
t 
mai" 1-407-288-0068 


ТИЛИ 
ЄЛ 


34 Street Rod 


i LIMITED QUANTITIES Music has never been the same since Rock and 
Roll. Your street rodding will never be the same 


EASY TO BUILD once you own a Fiberfab ‘34 Coupe. Superior ы 
fiberglass technology with a choice of 10 high $ ave up to 
Fs der colors, this gem will make your rodding 3,000 .00 
dream a reality. As low as. 


(407) 241-7702 


FOR FREE BROCHURE CALL = 


on easy payment 


layaway plans 
Ж 1-800-328-0671 ЕШ 
FIBERF/ 


ҒАВ INTERNATIONAL, INC. А. 376-1-4. 


